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" COKFIRMATION IS TOO OFTEN SO MISTAKEN AND PEEVBET- 
ED, AS TO BECOME AN EMPTT AND BNHEANINO FORM, OR A 

DANGEROUS SNARE/' — Arckbishop Wkately, Charges and 
other Tracts, p. 93. 

" TB9 INVBNTION TRAIT WAS AFTBKWARD8 FOUND (H7T, BT 
WHICH THE BISHO* WAS HELD TO BE MS ONLT MWISTER OF 
CONFIRMATION, WAS A PIECE OF StJPERSTlTION, WITHOUT ANT 

COLOUR FROM SCRIPTURE." — Mshop Bumst on the XXXIX* 
Art, p. 854.- 

'*pROPERLr, THEir, OOITPWIMAIMOW was a TBMFOSAMr 
USAQE, CONNECTED WITH A MIRACULOXTS DISPLAY. — ^It IS NOT 
A SACRAMENT, NOR WOULD THAT CHX7RCH BE UNAPOSTOLICAL 

WHICH SHOULD RBJBGT IT." — History. of the Rise and Pro* 
gress of Christianity, by Dr. Hinds of Oxford, and 
Chaplain to Archbishop WhaUly, 
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PREFACE. 

The occasion of this work was that mentioned in ita 
introduction. Since the discourse was delivered which 
is there alluded to, others, I understand, have been 
preached in different churches. The subject was, 
therefore, on several occasions brought to the author's 
attention, both by facts which confirmed him in the 
belief that a more than ordinary boldness was manifest- 
ed in the maintenance of the exclusive pretensions of 
the Romish and Prelatical churches ; and also by the ex- 
pressed desire that he would discourse upon the subject. 
And as I had not considered this question in any of 
my works, because I deemed it unnecessary, I felt that 
I should be without excuse in declining the discussion. 

These facts I mention, not in any controversial spirit, 
but by way of avoiding controversy. That discourses 
should be delivered on this subject, in any or in all of the 
churches in Charleston, was a matter with which I 
had nothing to do, and of which I do not complain. 
Neither have I on this occasion either sought or oh- 
tttined an outline of the arguments by which, on any of 
these occasions, the rite of confirmation was defended, 
further than information was sought firom me as to cer- 
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!2' PREFACE. 

tain passages of Scripture and facts connected with tho 
question. While, therefore, my present examination 
of this subject took its origin in the facts alluded to^ 
the discussion itself is conducted without any refer- 
ence to such discpurses, and just as it would have been 
had no such sermons been preached at all. The work 
it not, therefore, controversial, but a plain, honest, 
and fearless defence of the truth, simplicity and charity 
of the gospel, against the error, superstition, and intol- 
erance of Romanism and High-^hurchism, and as the 
■ubject is one of general and great present interest, I 
have adapted the work (which forms the substance of 
two discourses) to general use, and published it for gen- 
eral circulation. 
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ERRATA. 

In consequence ©f the distance of the writer 
from the press, the following errors could not be 
corrected. 

P. 15, line 6, insert after ** which," the words 
a reference to, 

P. 18-19, append first paragraph of Note, to 
Note 3 on p. 17. 

P. 23, 5lh line from bottom, read ** that t^ is 
exposed in Perrin." 

P. 67, line 5, after ** baptism" insert the word 
neither, 

P: 83, line 16, for " article of faith" read ar-- 
tides, and in Note 3, for *' additions" read 
editions, and for " once" read " are." 

P. 90, line 9, for " circumcision,^^ read confir- 
mation. 

P. 131, line 4, strike out the word reference, 

P. 137, line 6, strike out the word thus, 

P. 140, line 14, read ** These symbols were" 

P. 145, lifie4, for inquiries read ** inquiring," 
and in Note 2, for Hurd^s read ** Hinds'." 

P. 155, line 17, for audihle,r^Kd " audiblj." 
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CONFIRMATION EXAMINED. 



SECTION I. 



Origin of this investigation, and the nature of Imposition of • 
Hands explained. 

It is my design to call the attention of mj 
readers at this time to the nature of confirma- 
tion, as it exists in the Romish and prelatic 
churches. This I do because the subject has 
recently been brought forward in a prominent 
manner in this city/ and led to the inquiry, by 
some who heard the discussion, how far the po- 
sitions then ad?ancedy and the passages of Scrip- 
ture then given in proof, were capable of expla- 
nation and reply. I most readily, therefore, 
embrace the first leisure opportunity of entering 
upon an examination of this subject, in accord- 
ance with the apostolic canon, which requires 
that we should e?er be found ready to gi?e a 
reason for the doctrines and order of our church, 

> InSt.Miokael'sCbmh. 
9 
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14 ROMISH AND PRCLATICAL lUTE 

as well as for our personal faith in them, to 
every man that asketh it. 

And I enter on this inquiry upon this occa* 
sion, because the subject is intimately connected 
with the ordinance of baptism, which is now to 
be administered ;^ for if the doctrine of confir- 
matk>n, as held either by Romanists or prelat- 
ists, be correct, then is our baptism Tain, our 
Christianity imperfect, and we are still unregen- 
erate, alienated from God, strangers to the com- 
Hfionwealth of Israel ; and while wearing the name 
mid profession of Christians, are in God's esti- 
mation no better than the impenitent i^ound 

tIB. 

Confimation consists In the imposition of 
hands, wi^ prayer and other ceremonies, for 
ihe Ml admission of baptized persons into the 
efaarch, and their participation of that farther 
grace which it is necessary to convey. Such is 
the most general, and least objectionaMe, exfei^ 
bition of this rite which can be given. We are 
Ihoreibre led in the first place to inquire into 

^ The amthior h^t aregular aeasonfor tb« ateiniad-ajCitit 
of baptism every qoarter, in conne^don with the administra- 
tion of the commcinion, when he is itccastomed to preach 
OB some topic codnMtod with ^ ordmance. 
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the nature of im^ositioa of bauds, as explained 
in the word of God, that we may understand in 
what possible sense it can be attributed to this 
rite. I confine myself to the ceremppy of im* 
position of hands, because the rite takes its ori- 
gin from passages in which this occurs, and be- 
cause if its connection with this rite can be 
overthrown, it will be needless to consider the 
claims of the other ceremonies which the church 
of Rome makes essential to the proper adminis- 
tration of this rite, such as signing with the sign 
of the cross, anointing with the oil and balsami 
slapping on the cheek, kissing on the cheek 
(which appears certainly very indecorous and 
shameful, at least in the case of young ladies, on 
the part of those who are sworn to such entire 
non-intercourse with the female sex), the giving 
of the pax, and the presence of a god&ther as 
" a monitor," " a ci^tain," and " a fencing mas* 
ter V*^ J^a to these forms, I say, and the previ- 
ous fastings and confessions which are still in 
use in the Romish church, it will not be very 
necessary to show that they are as unscriptural 
as they are absurd, and that they may safely be 

* See Catechism of Council of Trent, Part ii. p. Igi^. 
&c., 192, &c. 
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16 ROmstf Aiii> pRtLATicAL mm 

left ta complemeDt the pagan ritual which that 
church has embodied in her pantomimic carica* 
ture of a pure and simple Christianitjr.^ And 

' On these and the whole form of administering confirm- 
ation in the Romidi church, see Catechism of Council of 
Trent, and the Decrees of the Council of Trent, seventh 
Ksnon. See also Martene de Ritibus Antiq. EccL, tom^ 
1. d53, &c., hb. i. c. 2, art* 4 ; and Assemanni's Biblioth. 
Orient. On the paganism of the Romish ritual and prac- 
tices and peculiar dogmas, see Middleton's Letter from 
Rome ; Stillingfleet on the Idolatry of the Church of Rome ; 
The Conformity between Ancient and Modem Ceremonies, 
&c., translated horn the French, Lond., 1745 ; and^a re- 
cently republished work entitled Paganns Piq[>ismus. See 
also Hough's Reply to the Abbe Dub<Hs, p. 87, &c. ; Con- 
der's View of all Religions, p. 30, &>c. ** Besides/' says 
Calvin (Inst. b. iv. c. xix. § xii.), " even if they could prove 
themselves to imitate the apostles in the imposition of 
hands, in which they have nothing similar to the apostles, 
except this preposterous mimicry, whence do they derive 
t^ieu* oil, which ^y call the oil of salvation t Who^has 
taught them to seek salvation in oil ? Who has taught 
them to attribute to it the property of imparting spiritual 
strength ? Is it Paul, who calls us from the elements o( 
diis world, and sincerely condemns an attachment to such 
^Observances ! On the contrary, I feariessly pronounce, not 
of myself, but from the Lord, that those who call oil the 
oil of salvation, abjure the salvation which is in Christ, 
reject Christ, and have no part in the kingdom of God. 
The oil is for the beUy,and the bdlyforoii; the XiOrd shall 
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OF CONFIRMATION EXAMINED. 17 

dthougfa many prelatists have i^pfuroved* of som« 
of these forms which were retained' in the 
church of England at its first reformatioQi jet 
are they obliged to admit that as '* neither this, 
the sign of the cross, nor the unction, having any 
text of Scripture that is clear on their side ; i|nd 
since it cannot be made to appear that either of 
them was practised or used by the apostles, we 
may reasonably suppose that they were taken up 
at first by the authority and discretion of every 
church for iteelf/'' 

Imposition of hands was a very ancient rite, 
in common use under the former economy, when 
a blessing was sought, or a sacrifice oBfered for 
any one, with confession of sins (Gen. 48. 14. 
Num. 27. 18, dz>c. 2 Kings, 5. 11. Lev. 16. 
21, and 24. 14. Num. 8. 12), It was also used 
under the New 'Testament economy by our 

destroy both : all these weak elements ' which perish with 
the using' have no connexion with the kingdom of God, 
which is spiritual and shall never perish/' 

i Wheatley on the Common Prayer, p. 399, 400 ; I^lm- 
^§ Antiq, of the English Ritual ; and the Oxford TnctB, 

' It still requires godfathers. Key's Lect. in Divjnity, 
vol. it p. 463 ; and Wheatley, p. 395. 

* Wheatley, ibid. See also Bey's Lectnres in Pivimty, 
b. iv. xxzv. 3. 216, vol. ii. p. 460, and p. 484. 
2* 
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Sariour in commanicatiDg liis divine blessing, 
and healing the sick (Matt. 19. 13. Mark 5. 
33. Matt. 9. 18); and by his apostles, first in 
healing the sick (Acts 9. 12 and 17, and 28. 8) ; 
■econdiy, in imparting the miraculous gifts of the 
Hdy Spirit (Acts 8. 19, and 19. 6. 2 Tim. 1. 
6) ; and finally in inaugurating deacons or pres- 
byters into office (I Tim. 5. 22. Acts 6. 6, and 
13.2,3). 

These are all the instances in which the use 
of imposition of hands occurs in the New Testa- 
ment, and the only purposes for which it was ap- 
plied. Neither do we find that it was used in 
the Jewish synagogue except fbr the single pur- 
pose of inaugurating the presidents and minis- 
ters of the synagogue into their office. Light- 
foot is of opinion that the use of this ceremony 
had altogether ceased among the Jews from a 
period prior to the second temple and that it 
wiyB not in existence during our Saviour's time.^ 

' Riddle, in his Chri^ti&n Antiquities, p. 533, mys, ** In 
like manner, the unction or chrism, xP^'F^i ^ which we 
rcftd in the New Testament (1 John 8. 27 ; 2 Cor. 1. 21), 
although interpreted by some as relating to. the ceremony 

confirmation, cannot be so referred with any degree of 
certainty, and seems to describe ra^r a q^ritaal anointing. 
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OF CONFIRMATION EXAMINID. 19 

Vitringa and Witsins take a mediom course 
and clearly pro?e, that while some ordinations 

or to relate to the kingly and priestly dignity of Christianf 
(1 Pet. 2. 9), or to the poewsBioo of extraoidinafy and 
mincoloos poweit. And the same remarit would apply t» 
the Scriptural eq^reauon ^fpayt^to^mt, to aeal (£ph. 1. 13 ; 
4. 30 ; 3 Cor. 1. S3), which denotes the aasnrance or con* 
mnousness of divine finYor and assiatance. Eariy expoai- 
tois refer this ezpremon indeed to baptism ; bat not to 
confirmation." 

lightfoot (Woriu, vol. viii. pp. 459, 460) says: '<The 
ordaining of the eldera, and beheading the heifer, is by the 
three. In this thing, therefore, this present action agreeth 
with the common usage of the i^magogoey— that three per- 
sons, Simeon, Ludns, and Manaen, lay their huuls on two 
that were to be sent out, Paul and Barnabas. But in that 
they lay on their hands, they do, also, recede from the usual 
custom. After what manner is the ordaining of elders for 
eyer ? Not that tliey diould lay their hands upon the head 
of an elder, but only should call him * Rabbi,' and say to 
him, < Behold, thou art ordained and hast power of judg- 
ing,' " &c. 

*■* Laying on of hands in the ordination of elders, was 
hardly used at all, either under the first temple, Ar before, 
or under the second temple. It was not under the second 
temple, if we may believe the Rabbin newly quoted ; or at 
least if it was used, it was abolished at last. And before 
the second temple where is there any sign or footstep of 
sudi a thing V* Vitringa, it is true, is of opinion that Light- 
foot has inlerred more from the words of Maimonides than 
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were performed with iropositioa of haadS| other 
officers were appointed with the simple declara- 

is neceflsary ;* and he therefore thinks, both from him and 
fiiom other Jewith aathmities whom he qnotes, that there 
were two methods of inductioa into office : one by imposi- 
tion of handfi, together with the words " ecce tu es promo- 
tuo" and " now behold be thou promoted f* and another in 
which the words akme, without any imposition of hands, took 
place. This he substantiates from the Gemara, where it ia 
asked, whether ordination is performed by the hand only ? 
He replies, " Not so, but with the declaration also/'t And 
Tacttthuros is <]uoted : " But ordination is not perfcuroed 
by the hand only, but also by pronouncing the words only 
(aed etiam sermone solo)/'t Witsius is of opinion that the 
ordination of the electora (electorum) was by imposition of 
hands, and that this was different fr<mi that by which the 
aemor {oenior) was created. And with this opinion Vitringa 
on the whole agreea,^ He adds : " Perhaps we may con- 
clude this much, that while the afiairs of the Hebrews flour- 
ished in Canaan, the presidents and ministers of the syna- 
gogue, who depended for their support upon the synagogue, 
were confirmed in their office by imposition of hand8."|| In 

* Petrus CunsBus, in his De Repub. Hebr., cap. xii., how- 
ever, takes the same view as Lightfoot, and is quoted with 
approbation by the London ministers, in the Divine Right 
of the Gospel Ministry, part i. pp. 184, 185. 

t Miscell. Sacr., lib. ii. Dissert, iii. 46, De Heb. Synag. 

X De Vet. Synag., pp. 837, 838. 

i Ibid. 838. II Ibid. p. 839. 
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tion of authority. All, however, agree that there 
was no repetition of ordination as is now com- 
mon in the case of Romish and prelatical orders. 
The Jewish synagogue, from which the Christian 
church took its model,' had therefore no cere- 
mony corresponding to confirmation. It is true 
that at the age of thirteen, the children of the 
Jews were considered as coming under all the 
proTisionsofthelaw, and denominated "children 
of the precept," according to Abenesdra ; but 
that there was any ceremony connected with this 
transition, corresponding to confirmation, there 
is no evidence whatever.* 

short, those who are called PresbyterB, Rabbins, or Doctors, 
were ordained.* 

' See the author's work on Presbytery and Prelacy, p. 
287, also Vitringa Dc Vet. Synag., passim, and The Syna- 
gogue and the Church, by Rev. J. Bernard, Curate of St. 
Marjr's, Donnybrook. London, 1842. 

' Abenesdra on Gen. 17. 14, and Grotius on Luke 2. 42, 
in Critica Sacra, torn. vi. p. 298. 

Whcatley on the Book of Common Prayer, page 380, 
says : " Grotius tells us that at thirteen they were brought 
to the house of €rod, in order to be publicly examined ; and 
being approved, were then declared to be children of the 

* Bernard's Synagogue and the Church, p. 85 ; and 
Whateley's Origin of Romish Errors, p. 107, c. ii. 5. 
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22 AOMISH AND PBELATICAL RITB 

These, then, are the only purposes for which 
imposition of hands was used under apostolic 

precept, i. e., they were obliged to keep the hiw, and were 
from thenceforth answerable for their own mm." 

Now this is one instance out of many J have recent^ 
met with in both Ronush and prelatical writers, in which 
t^ey take the most unwarrantable liberties with aothorSi 
and force upon them ji meaning to suit their own purpose, 
and sometimes in direct opposition to the author's views. 
What Grotius rwUy says, is : « At ubi de pcenis irrogandis 
agltur, is qui annum implevit xiiL legibns tenebatur et 
vocabatnr fihus praecepti." Vide Abenesdra^ Slc., see a/i 
above, and Grotii Opera, torn. ii. p, 357. Lond., 1679. 

As another instance, see Faber on the Albigenses, p. 565* 
where in the text speaking of the Albigenses, be says : 
" Theif clergy consisted of Bishops, Presbyters, and Dea* 
cons ; but the order of Presbyters they divided into classes : 
that of the seniors, and that of the juniors. All these are 
simple historical facts." 

Such are ** plain historical facts" when they make for the 
" three orders." Now in the notes he gives the words of 
his author whom he had just named, and upon which he 
subsequently remarks, showing that he knew what he was 
doing. They are as follows : 

" Ordines Catharorum sunt quatucur. Hie, qui est in primo 
et maximo ordine, vocatur Episcopus. Hie, qui in secundo, 
vocatur Filiua major. Qui in tertio Filita mimyr. Qui 
in quarto et ultimo, vocatur Diaconus. Cseteri, qui sunt 
sine ordine, vocantur Christiani et Christiajitt. Ofikiwn 
Episcopi est, semper tenere prioratum in omnibus quia 
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direction, and as no one can now, with a sane 
mind, pretend to have the power of ** healing all 
manner of diseases," and conferring alt manner 
of miraculous and supernatural gifts (such as 
speaking with divers tongues, prophesying, etc)., 
the only service in which we can find any 
scriptural authority for employing the ceremony 
of imposition of hands now is in the ordination 
of presbyters or bishops, officers which the New 
Testament every where identify in name, tn 
office, and in authority/ Now this is precisely 

faciunt, scilicet in impositioDe manus, in fractione panie, 
et in incipiendo orare : quie quidem servant, Filius major 
abaente Episcopo, et Filius minor absente majore. Reiner, 
de Heeiet., c. vi., in Bibl. Patr. vol. xiii. p. 304." 

Now it is here declared that the orders were four: firsf, 
" the Bishop," then he who was called " the eldest Son," 
then " the younger Son," and then " the Deacon ;" and 
that in the absence of the Bishop, the one called " the eldest 
Son," and in hia absence the one caHed " the yoonger 
Sod," coold impose hands, break the breads and pray, that 
is, the Bishops and the Fresl^ters wens of onb ori»bi^ 
though different in their rank and office. . And.that this is 
a wilful perpetration of a Romish fraud, appears from tha 
fact that is exposed by PeiTin, in his History of the Wal- 
denses, trans, by Lennard, London, 1624, p. 53. 4to. 

Another flagrant example of this treacherous dishonesty 
will be given at the end. See Note A. 

> 8fe Note B^tttht Old. 
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the use which is made of this ceremony in the 
Presbyterian church, whose fundamental princi- 
ple it is, to make " the perfect law of God" — 
which is able ** thoroughly to furnish" and guide 
,his church " unto every good work" — the infalli* 
ble rule of her faith and also of her practice, and 
thus neither to incur the threatened .condemna- 
tion of God by adding to, or subtracting from, 
what *' holy men of God who were inspired of 
the Holy Ghost have written for our instruction, 
correction and reproof." 



SECTION n. 



Tke Romish and Prelatical doctrine concerning Confimia* 
tion. 

What, then, we would now ask, is affirmed 
respecting Confirmation 7 The Romish church, 
in accordance with the usual tenor of her reso- 
lutions, which by their anathematizing and in- 
tolerant spirit proclaim how ait^t-Christian and 
how contrary to the gospel she is — has decreed,^ 

' Canones et Decreta Condi. Trid., p. 44, 46, and 123. 
Lip8. 1827. 
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Canon, " Whoevet shall affirm, that the confir- 
mation of the baptized is a trifling ceremonj, and 
not a true and proper sacrament : or that formerly 
k was nothing more than a kind of catechizing, 
in which young persons explained the reason of 
their fhith before the church : let him be ac* 
cimsED. 

"2. Whoever shall affirm, that they offend the 
Holy Spirit, who attribute any virtue to the said 
chrism of confirmation : let him be accursed. 

^'3. Whoever shall affirm, that the usual ad- 
ministrator of confirmation is not the bishq[> 
only, but any ordinary priest : let him be ac- 

t^tTRSED." 

And as it regards the prelatic church, she 
concurs with her Romish mother in asserting 
the necessity of this ordinance ; in limiting its 
iHiministration to the bishop ; and in excommu- 
nicating all who will dare to question its truth or 
power.* Wheatley, the standard expositor of 
the Book of Common Prayer, may, I presume, 
be taken as a fair propounder of the true prelatt- 
cal belief concerning confirmation.* He says, 

^ Bee the Constitutions and Canons EcclelnaQtical VI. 
in '< The Clergyman's Assistant/' Oxford, 1898 ; p. 23. 
> Oxford, 1819 ; p. 389. Should any one think tlrii 

3 
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'* Although the Baptism of Water washes away 
our former guilt, y^ that alone cannot prevent 
the return of sin. It ii true, indeed, by the 
aacraoient of Baptism, we are made heka of 
God, and admitted and received into the inheril- 
ance of sons : but still, till we receive the rite 
of Coniirraation, we are but Babes in Christ iu 
the literal sense ; we are merely infants, that can 
do nothing, not able to resist the least violence 
or opposition, but lie exposed to every assault, 
aiidJn^anger of being foiled by every tempta- 
tion. Baptism conveys the Holy Ghost only as 
the spirit or principle of lif(^ ; it is by Confirma- 
tion he becomes to us the spirit of strength, and 
enables us to stir and move ourselves. When 
we are baptized, we are only listed undor the 
banner of Christ, marked for his soldiers, and 
nvroxn to be faithful ; and not till Confirmntion 

Tiew is overcharged, I would refer him to Hooker's Eccl. 
Polity, b. V. c. Ixvi. and b. vii. vi. 4. Palmer's Antiquity 
of the English Ritual, vol. 2, p. 198-207. Potter on 
Church Government, p. 245, &4i. Oxford Tracts; tract zliii., 
12-14. Jones's Works, vol. 3, p. 400. Bishop Seabury 
on, in Britidi Critic, Oct. 1839, p. 312. London Christian 
ObaerveAr, 1838, p. S89. Bethel on Regeneration, p. 85, 
8S. The Candidate for Confirmatioii Insdmcted, by Bishop 
tfabart. 
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eqaipped fcir the battle or fumi9he(l mtfa arms to 
withstand the enemy. It is then, also, that we 
are sealed with the Lord's signature, marked, as \- 
it were, for God*s sheep, and so secured from 
being stolen by robbers." 

The General Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
School Union have just published a little book, ' 
called Susan Har?ey, which we find highly com* 
mended by a correspondent of the Episcopal 
Recorder. The narrative, judging from the 
article in question, is well adapted to produce a 
favorable impression upon the youthful mibd in 
relation to Festivals and Saints' days. And the 
great burden that rested upon her mind in pros- 
pect of death was that she had not been confirm' 
ed. "Now, you know," says she, "I have 
never been confrrmed : and it is so on my mind 
always that if I should not live to be confirmed, 
I should not be able to receive the holy com- 
munion : and then how should I be able to pass 
through thefire^ if I have not part in my blessed 
Saviour t" 

Her female spiritual instructor does not ap- 
pear able to abswer her question, onlj by teUiag 
her that her pastor did not know that she 'was at 
home, else he would have called to see her. 
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AncI he, when he did come, does not appear to 
direct her to the Saviour, but merelj to " keep 
Qod's holy wili and commandments, and walk in 
them the remainder of her life," and to enr 
courage her that she might yet live to be 
" visibly admitted to all the privileges of a child 
of God, and be sealed by his Holy Spirit in the 
view of the visible church." What is here 
meant will be better understood when the readei; 
is told that as the day approached when the 
bishop was to perform the rite of Confirmation, 
poor Susan feared that '* she might not Hve to 
fed the prmure qf the hands qf Qod^s Great 
/^i^herd which was ta seai to her the indweUing 
of the Holy S^rk, and render her liodjf meet to 
partake of the body and blood of Him through 
whose death alone she bad hope of life." 

Now, in contradistinction to all this, the 
Presbyterian church affirms and teaches that 
there is no other confirmation than that ahnighty 
work of the Divine Spirit by which he strength- 
ens, comforts, and establishes believers in &ith 
and obedience,^ and which he worketh when, 
md where, and how^ he wili. They beiinve« 

• 1 Pet. 5. 10. 1 Cor. 1.8. 
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faow«ter, to Hie the words of Calvin,' in the 
propriety of " the custom which was practised 
iMKHig the ancients before this abortire image 
of a racrament made its iqppearance. For it 
was not such 4 confirmation as the Romanists 
pretend, which cannot be mentioned without in^ 
jury to baptism ; but a catechetical exercise, in 

* Insdt. b. iv. ch. zix. § xiii., vol. 2, p. 542. Eng. ed. 
, In proof of the fact that the practice here alluded to was 
i^jproved of by Calvin and the reformed churches gener- 
Itlly, and that it it grounded oh Scripture example and 
teaching, and is in many ways eminently useful nnd neces- 
sary, I have offered proof in my volume of Tracts on Pres- 
byterianism. No. 3, " A Form of Public Christian Pro- 
fesfflon Scriptural," &c., p. 47 ; and which, as it has never 
been confuted, I hold to be sufficient to authorize the adop- 
tion of it where it is now neglected. It was practised by 
•M imuidies of the rdbrm^d chnrehes ; by Calvin, by the 
GRBO^van, and the French churches, and in some substantial 
fonn by the Presbyterian church in England, Ireland, and 
Scotland, and especially by the Seceders. The very fact, too, 
that the decree of the Council of Trent condemns such a 
practice, diows that it was then common. Further exami- 
nation, too, only makes me more strong in the o[nnisn that 
no pastor or s^sAion can admit members without such a 
form, without usurping a power never given, robbing the 
people of a power never abandoned, and depriidng the 
church of a benefit whidi is of great advantage and profit. 
— SeeBoyses^ Accotmt of the Ancient Episcopacy, p. 9W. 
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wbtdi cbildten or youths uieil to ddivor an ao* 
eonnt of their Auth, in the faesenee of the 
obaroh. Now it would be the best node «f 
eatechetioal instruetioQ, if a fermuMry were 
written ibr this purpose, containing and atating, 
in a familiar maimec, aU the articles of our le^ 
fion, in which the uniyersal church of the 
faithful ought to agree, without any coi^troversy : 
a boy of ten years of age might present himself 
to make a confession of his faith ; he might be 
questioned on all the v articles, and might giye 
suitable answers : if he were ignorant of any, or 
did not fblly understand them, he should be 
taught. Thus the church would witness his 
profession of the only true and pure faith, in 
which all the people of the faithful unanimously 
worship the one CkxI. If this discipline were 
observed in the present day, it wouM certainly 
sharpen the inactivity of some parei^ts, who 
carelessly neglect the instruction of their chil- 
dren, as a tiling in which they have no concern, 
but which in that case they could not omit with* 
out public disgrace : there would be more har- 
mony of faith among Christian people, nor 
would many betray such great ignorance and 
w^nt of information : some would nqt be so 
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easily carried aw^ay with novel asd strange 
tmets; in short, all would have a regnlar ac- 
qaaiatance with Christian doctrine." 



SECTION III. 

Confirmation implies the truth of the doctrine of Apostoli- 
cal Succession, and is therefore unscriptural. 

Wbat then, I now ask, is implied in this Ro- 
mish and prelati^al doctrii^e of coni^rmatiop 7 
It implies first, the prelatica) doctrine of apoft- 
tplical successioB, for it is t^ ^ a4Q>ini«t^')^^ 
oinly by prelates; and th^ ^life helifived to b^ 
conferred by it can only be impftrted by thp 
l^ands of one who has rec^iv^d the plenitude of 
episcopal grace through the mysterious channel 
Qf an uninterrupted personal descenl from the 
f^Qstles, and ^ divine communicatipn of their 
m^hoirity and office. This is np caricature of 
mwe. On the cof^trary, " it is needful," n^jp 
\hp Catechi^ of the Council of Trent,^ " jtp 
teach who are the true and lawful ministers 
thereof, that the faithful may have the very sa- 
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eraneat «iid grace of Confirmation. The Holy 
ScrtpCliret therefore show thai tbb biibot owlt 
has the ordtnaTj p6wer of making this sacra* 
ment." To teach or affirm contrary to this, is 
to draw down upon us anathema and excomnra- 
nieation, and therefore damnation.' 

Wheatley, on behalf of the prelacy, confirms 
this opinion, by declaring that " the minister of 
confirmation must be a bishop/' " for which 
reason the honor of dispensing this hdy ordi- 
nance was ALWATs reserved to the ministry of 
THE BtBHOPS."* Archbishop Potter affirms the 
mme thing, ahd asstires those who are willing 
to take his word for it, that '' the Scriptures de- 
scribe confirmation not as ^ temporary institu- 
tion, bat one which is PUNDAnsNTAL to Chris- 

TlANrrT, AND CONSEQUENTLY LASTING AND PEK- 
PETUAL."' 

Now this doctrine of apostolical succession, 
"tB I hafve endeaTored to prove in my volume on 
that subject, is a pure fabrication of the hierar- 
chy after it had corrupted the church ; usurped 
die rights of the true clergy, who were declared 

* 8«e the decree abofc. 
' On the Common Prayer, p. 394. 
• '! On Charoh Qovennaeat, p. 946-349. 
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to b« " u^^hr " (!) wd entirelj dep^nctent on 
M^e prolate for their beiag and avtbority ; t^ 
when it had trampled on the ecclesiastical rigl^t 
of the laity^ and uuerly expelled them from thek 
free-born iaheritance, asd their i^iriiual oitiacmr 
•hip. Of thi& doctrine I have ded^ed^ and 
am prepared to maintain against all opposefs* 
firsts that it is not even pteiended that it can \^ 
found in Scripiate. It ia granted by its adro- 
eatea that it is net clearly revealed in the word 
of God ; but that it depends upon tradiikm, and 
the author ity of the fathers.^ The doctrine, on 
the contrary, is aelually denounced by Ghrial; 
and is opposed to Soriptuf e declaratioi^^ warn- 
ings, and precepts ; to its proraisea And propW 
cims; to its facto and decisions^ and to the one 
and only remaining commission of the miiK 
istry.* S^KMidly, that this personal silccesaioil 
cannot be ^own to ha^e exbted hi a T«lid and 
unbroken chain. For in ord^ to do thisi iL 
laust be proved that the ordination of every {»e» 
late in this entire succeasion was valid, first, tti 
to the form of ordtnati«»L ; secondly, as to the 

' See fall proof of this position in author's Lectures, pp. 
73, 83, 87, 99, 103, 133, 134, 136. 
• See ibid, lect. tk md tii. 
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«ufajeet of ordination ; and thirdly, as to the 
ministers of ordination ; which is altogether an 
impossibility.* Thirdly, that this personal sue- 
Mssion cannot be prcMred as a historical fact It 
cannot be proved that the apostle Peter, the first 
Inik in this chain, was erer at Rome at all, or 
that he was ever bishop of Rome, or that he ever 
i^pdnted a successw to bims^f, as sack 
Neither can it be decided whether there were 
one or two bishops originally at Rome, nor who 
were the first successors in that church ; while 
it is certain that many invalidities have occarr^l 
in the progress of this succession, both in its 
Romish, Anglican, and American branches, and 
also in all the other pr^ttc churches ; and that 
4t has been broken in numerous instances, and 
in innumerable ways.' 

Fourthly, I hare shown that prelates are not 
io any proper sense successors of the aposttesw 
Prelates are not successors to the a|>ostles tft 
ftut. They are not apostles, in the true sense 
of this ^i^, which was limited to the twelve; 
nor in their ea//, which was immediately f>om 
Christ ; nor in their endowments for their office^ 

' See anthor's Leotuns, led. v. 
' See ibid, lect. Yiii. and ix. 
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which were supernatural; ikht in their o^k^ tf* 
$elf^ which was the oversight and instruction of 
the whole world ; nor in their duties, which in* 
Tolved the indoctrination, care, and govemmeat 
of ALL the churdies.^ 

Fifthly, this doctrine cannot be sustained on 
the ground of reason. It is in truth most us^ 
reasonable, inasmuch as it substitutes the theory 
id iQan for the word of God; the visible organic 
zation and HMoistry of the church, for ^iritual 
Christianity ; ordinances, rites, and forms, for 
doctrines and inward graces ; the authority of 
the church, for the supremacy and headship of 
Christ ; and the means of attaining salvation, 
by giving efficacy to the truth, for th^ait salvation 
itself.* 

Sixthly, this doctrine neceaa^ily leads to po* 
p^ry, because it invests the church with fdl au* 
tbority ; becanse it subjugates the laity and the 
ministry to prelates ; becanse it consigns to these 
Iffdates the interpretation of the word of God ; 
because it has ever formed the basis upon which 
the system of popery rests its exclusive assnmp 
tions ; l^ecause, wherever it<has been carried out^ 

^ B^ author^ LectaseB, ket z. 
• See ibid, leot.zhr. 



_, Digitized by Google 



96 EOMtaH AND FR«lJiYlCAL HITS 

it h8B led to the introdi^etioii of the corrupt dck^ 
,trines and practices of the Romish church ; and 
because it is now leading ettensively to the same 
feraits.* 

Seventhly, this doctrine leads to intolerance 
in spirit and in practice, as is proved from its 
history in all past ages ; from the character aflft 
doings 6f ratiny hncient and tnodem prelates ; 
from its necessary tendency to exclude the laity 
from all ecclesiastical jurisdiction ; to con^i« 
date a spiritual despotism ; and to claim abso- 
hrte authority oret the persons, conduct, and 
opinions of its adherents ; from its bitter, sec- 
tarian, and uncharitable spirit towards all other 
denominations ; and from its clear opposition to 
civil and religious liberty.* 

Eighthly, I have objected to this doctrine be- 
cause it necessarily implies that the church of 
Rome is truly catholic, apostolical, and indefbc* 
ttble in doctrine and practice, and that all other 
churches, being excbmmunicated by it, ^re cttt 
off from the chdrch of Christ ; and because 4t 
is schismatical, leading its abettdrs, like the ktx^ ' 
ei^nt heretics, to cut them^lteis off froin all 

'See antMoifs Lectures, ieet. xi. and idi. 
» See iWd/leet. xiK, 
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oilier Christians ; to aieert th«t they alone consti- 
tute THE catholic church of Christ, and to deny 
to all other branches of the church either a 
valid nunistry or efficacious ordinances; and 
becaoi^ it is thus contradictory to the charity, 
to the spirituality, and to the divine character of 
the gospel. ^ 

Nor is this doctrine rejected by us because 
such claims might be advanced only by prela- 
tists. On the contrary, Presbyterians might far 
more reasonably urge these claims. For as all 
TBSiR JtfiNMTBBs ABB BISHOPS ; ss their bish- 
ops, at the reformation, were ordained b>y those 
in authority ; as they can undeniably trace their 
succession upward through the Romish, the 
Waidensian, and the Culdee churches, to the 
fiery time of the apostles ; and as in the apos- 
tles' time bishops were presbyters, and acted 
wader the one and only commission given by di- 
vine appointment; it is therefore plain, that 
while their ministerial succession is certain and 
UD^estionable, that of prelates never can be 
established. 

Finally, I have shown that the assertion, that 
this unbroken succession of prelates is essential 

^ See aathoff Lectures, lect. xv. xvii. xviii. and xiz. 
4 
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to a Irue chureh, to a tnpe miiiistiy, and' to all 
hope of covenauted mercy, would destroy all 
BXI8TING CHURCHES, and thus, all fa<^ of salva* 
tioo ; smce there is no church which can estab^ 
lish such a successtou. It also fosters prtde and 
ambition among the clergy ; lukewarraness, for- 
mality, and hypocrisy among the laity ; and car- 
nality, contention and animosity among ali Pro- 
testant denominations. It strengthens popery, 
by conceding its essential principles and its moil 
arrogant demands ; and it strengthens infidelity, 
by implicating Christianity in a doctrine which is 
in itself unscriptural, in its tendency hurtful, in 
its evidence baseless, and in its reasoning ab- 
surd. 

Were it necessary, I might ^low the danger* 
ous character of this doctrine in undermining aU 
fnth in spiritual influences, and in the truth, 
power, and efficacy of the goqpel.* But recest 
events are surely sufficient to convince any im- 
partial mind c^ the fact I have stated. For have 
we not seen that the belief of this abstract dog- 
ma has been sufficient to outweigh plain and 

^ See this done by Professor Powell of Oxford, in Im 
Tradition Unveiled, and especially in the snpplement to 
thatwoik. 



Digitized b^VjOOQlC 



positive testimony to tbe open and soandaldos im- 
RKHralitj of a prelate who had received the com* 
nunication of this imaginary prelatieal grace ? 
Have not several prelates, many clergy, and ma- 
ny idso of the laity of the Episcopal church, de* 
dared that such was their faith in this doctrine, 
and therefore in the gracious and holy character 
of the convicted culprit, (and to some extent sdf* 
contioted and airowedly guilty 1) that the charac- 
ter, veracity, honor, and chastity of respectable 
hidies are all to be sacrificed for the sake of 
cloaking mitred infamy, and upholding the inde- 
fectible character of the prelatieal succession ? 
Such open and public prostitution of reason and 
f»ropriety to the maintenaoice of sectarian bigot* 
ry sad exclusive assumptions, demonstrate how 
powerful is this banefiil doctrine to corrupt and 
demoralize the heart, and to lead, as in innume- 
rable cases it has done, to open skepticism and 
infidelity, O yes; and when we see a secret 
tribunal of prelates sitting in judgment upon 
tkemsebfes ; barring the door, as far as possible, 
against all liglrt; dragging ladies to their bar, 
whose testimony was not to be believed on oath, 
under pain of excommunication, and when they 
have sacrificed their own reputation and modesty 
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by sabntitttag to Biieh inqtmHorhd tnd unwtr* 

ntntable croco-examinatioiiy to h«ve it prodain* 

. ed by all true lovers of " the church ^' that the 

. i^uilty man was innoeeDt, and these innocent r^ 

eeiTers of his insults guilty ; — it is high time fer 

public <^iQion to set the seal of its reprobation 

: iqpon a doctrine so prolific of evil, ai^ so d«i« 

gerous e?en to the morals of the community.^ 

But if this is so, then of course the rite of 
coDfirmation,— which implies, and depends for km 
▼ery existence upon, the truth and certainty of 
this doctrine, and could only have been matur^ 
when this dogma was adopted, — must fall with 
it to the ground, as ef^nally unsoriptural and 
baseless. And so argues Lightibot, himself an 
Spisoopalian, who gives four arguments to show 
that confirmation could not be^meant by the pa»» 
sages adduced for its support in Acts 8. 17, be^ 
cause the apostksbip was a temporarjr office.* 

' Look at the inflaence, too, of this doctrine upon one 
of the ladiesvin qaestion, when she could cahnly reason wiA 
the ineolter while in the -act of guilt, hy tetting him that 
that SACBE& haftd of bis, which was then acting aa the in- 
Btminent of hustful paaiion, had been upon the head of 
some of her friends. 
. • Lightfoot*s Works, vol. viii. p. 125, &c. And here we 
nave another example of the gross fabrication of prelatists in 
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Aad, thus also argues Calvin, who saja/ ** Bu| 
if any one inquire of them how such a preroga* 
live has been conferred on bishops, what reason 
will tbejr assign but their own pleasure ? Thef 
allege, that the apostles alone exercised that 
right, being the sole dispensers of the Holy Spi- 
rit Are bishops the only apostles; or are they 
apostles at all ? Let us, however, grant that also : 

order to sofltam their cairie. Ligbtfoot's words are, " Utmm 
•postoktiis ordo ei dignitas non cms ipsJB ap)06toli8> mv*- 
quam amplios imitanda, in perpetuum desiisse censenda 
est V* That is, " It may fairly be questioned whether the 
order and dignity of the apostleship is not to be regarded 
as having for ever terminated with the apostles themselves, 
neither is any longer to be imitated." And yet this the 
learned editor, the Rev. Jolin Rogers Pitman, says " i$ 
ofascure/' and therdbre, by way of making it plain, be 
edits it, "First whether apostleship were not an order for 
ever, (the comma here separates the words,) inimitable in 
the church ;" i.e. unapproachable in its elevated greatness. 
Thus does Lightfoot tell the English reader the very rentrae 
of what he tells the reader of his own words, and thus, too, 
is Calvin made to fiither opinions the very opposite of his 
real sentiments. 

^ Institutes, b. iv. cb. xix. § x. p. 540. And yet this is 
the man who is paraded as an authority in proof of the 
truth and propriety of confirmation, by all the prelatical 
writers on the sabject. See Whcatley and othera We 
riiall see mcNre of hi* sentime^its in a moment. 
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Irhy do thty not oa tSie santfe prtneiple eoatettd 
that none but bishops onght to touch the stiera* 
ment of the blood in the Lord's supper ; whioh 
they refuse to the laity, because the Lord, as 
they say, only gvre it to the apostles? If our 
Lord gave it to the apostles alone, why do they not 
infer, therefore it ought now to be given to btsb- 
op8 alone I But in this case they make the apos* 
^es simple presbyters ; now they are hurried 
away with an extravagant notion suddenly to 
create them bishops. Lastly, Ananias was not 
an apostle ; yet to him Paul was sent, that he 
might receive his sight, be baptized, and be 
fiHed with the Holy Ghost. I will add one ques- 
don more : If this was the peculiar office of bish- 
ops by a divine right, why have they dared to 
transfer it to common presbyters ; as we re^d 
m one of the epistles of Gregory V* 



SECTION IV. 



Confirmation implies the institntion of Christ and bis Apos- 
tles, which is disproved, and Acts 8. 14-17, &c. exam- ' 
ined. 

But I have said that confirmation also implies 
the institution of Christ and hts apostles, and 
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this we tMnk can be as elesriy proved to be wauit^ 
iog as the former. Both argnments coQstUcile> 
as it were, the two limbs upon which the body of 
this assumed rite stands. One of these we have 
shown to be wanting, and the rke is, to say the 
ieast, very crippled; and if the other is found 
equally deficient we may well conclude that He 
who gave even the body of man limbs strong 
enough to bear him up, would not leave an ordi- 
nance of his own church crippled and maimed^ 
yea, destitute of limbs altogether. 

I affirm, then, that for confirmation, as it is held 
by Romanists and prelatists, there is no founda- 
tion in the New Testament, nor any proof that 
it was instituted by Christ or his apostles. 

That it was not instituted by Christ is mani- 
fest, since he employed the imposition of hands 
oaiy in the exercise of his own personal preroga** 
live in commufiicating hie blessing, or in restor- 
ing such as were diseased. Nothing, howevw, 
occurs in his personal history from which it could 
be inferred that he empowered his ministers to 
institute and perpetuate the ordinandi of con- 
firmation. There are, it is true, passages which 
have been thought sufficient to prove that the 
apostles, under dirtae direction, did administer 
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tkki rite, and tint prelates at their BiJKceasorSt 
i^ stili thereibre anihorized to perpetuate it in 
the chorch. 

The first of these passages is found in Acts 8. 
14-17, where it is recorded, ** Now when the 
apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Sa^ 
maria had reeeived the word of God, they sent 
aento them Peter and John : who, when they wer^ 
come down, pray^ for tbetn, that they might 
receive the Holy Ghost; for as yet he was falleu^ 
upon none of them : only they were baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they 
thehr hands on them, and they received the Ho' 
ly Ghost." That we may properly understand 
this passage, it must be remembered that the 
gifts of the Holy Ghost were twofold^ — ordinary 
add extrac^dinary« The ordinary gifts were com-* 
mem to all believers — such as the sanctify ii|g iu- 
ftuenees of the Spirit — but the extraordinary gifls 
were gifts bestowed upon particular persons, for 
particular purposes; such as those given to the 
a^^o^les on the day of Pentecost. ** They were 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
wkfa tongues^ as the Spirit gave them utterance,'' 
Acts 2. 4* In the Epistle to the Corinthians, 
the apostle mentions the eitraordinary gifts of 
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the Spirit. (See 1 Cor. Id. 4-11.) Herebegtvas 
a cata]ogae of the extraordiootj apiritcial gidt 
with which the first ministers and teachers of 
Christianitj were blessed. Now those extraor« 
diaary gifts and powers were essentially neeessa* 
ry in the first ages, for the eonviction of onbe* 
lievers, the confutation of heretics, and the speedy 
propagation of the gospel. They tended to fa- 
cilitate as well as to accelerate the spread of 
Cteistianity ; and it was ibr this reason that the 
apostle, when he came to Anttoch, procured 
^lese extraordinary gifts for twelve bi6b> who 
became the pastors or elders of the cbarch at 
Ephesus. (See Acts 19. 1-7; also. Acts 20. 
38.) WheroTer the apostles made converts to 
Christianity, it was invariably their practice to 
select some persons from the converts, on whom 
they conferred the extraordinary gifts of the Spi- 
rit, by the imposition of hands; and those per- 
sons immediately became qualified to fill the pas* 
toral office, and, as such, were a{^nted by the 
apostles to feed and govern the infant church* 
Now this is precisely what the apostles did in 
Samaria, as mentk>ned in the passage before us* 
€k>d had wonderfully owned Philip as an evan- 
gelist in Samaria, so that numbers, through his 
preaching, were eonveited to the fiiith of Ike 
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gofipel. It was tben nAcestirj to appoint mifiii* 
lera and pastors OTer the churek at Samaria, and 
tbis cotild only be donie by ^e apostles — for to 
tbem was reserved tbe power of conferring Ijie 
extracHrdinary gifts of tbe Spirit; tberefore, 
when tbe apostles who were at Jerusalem heard 
that the people of Samaria bad receired tbe 
word of God, they sent unto them. Peter and 
John, who, when they arrived, laid their bands 
npon sokne members of that church, and imme* 
diately they received the Holy Ghost, that is, tbe 
extracH^dinary gifts of tbe Holy Ghost ; and began 
to spesk with tongoea and to prophesy. It is 
true, it is not expressly mentioned in this pas- 
sage that they began to proj^esy and to speak 
whh tongues ; yet h is evident that they did,; 
from the fact of Simon Miigus wanting to pn^* 
chase from them the gift of conferring tbe Holy 
Ghost. '* Afid when Simon saw that, through 
tbe laying on of the bands of tbe apostles, tbe 
Holy Ghost was given, he ofiered them money/' 
Acts 8, 18. And whm Simon saw ! Is it not 
evident, then, that those persons %pake with 
^ongti^s and prophesied ?^ And does not tbe 

> See a letter on thk mitject* by tljc Rev. IVIr. Godkin^ 
ymyifliped i9 |A Iri#i JMw^iii^Qr* . 
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rety vfotd ^[ fallen" teach the same thing, rbCat* 
ring, as it does, to the remarkable occurrence 
related m a preceding chapter, when ** on the 
da|r of Pentecost there appeared unto them 
cloven tongaes like as of iire, ind it sat upon 
each of them, and they were all tiled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak widi ot^m 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance." 
This is made still more evident by what is said 
in chapter 11). 5, 6, of this same book, where it 
is related of the Ephestan disciples, that wheo 
they heard the apostle " they were baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul 
laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came 
upon them, and they spake with tongues an4 
prophesied.'' So also it is said in Acts 5. 1^ 
16, " And by the hands of the apostles were 
many signs and wonders wrought among the 
people ; and they were all with one accord in 
Solomon's porch. And of the rest durst no 
man join himself to them : but the people magni- 
fied them. And believers were the more added . 
to the Lord, multitudes both of men andwomen^ 
Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into 
the streets, and laid them on beds and couches^ 
that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by 
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iniglit overriuidow some of them. There C9m» 
•iso a QmhttHde out of the cities round aboot 
onto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks^ and them 
which were vexed with unclean jptrits: yid 
tii^ were heakd every one." These Samaritan 
diaciples, be it remembered, had already believed 
ttdbeen baptized by Philip^ and of course with 
Christian baptism. They had, therefore, al^ 
ready received " the tMrdinary grace of the Holy 
Spirit," and needed not to receive it again a 
•eeond time; and hence what they now received 
iMi^ have been His ei^ro-ordinary gifts. This 
tiie phrase employed indicates^ which is a 
Rabinnical f<^m of speech, and when not applied 
to the third person in the Trinity is ** very com- 
mon," says Lightfoot,^ *' in the writings of the 
Jews, and in the use of that nation; and ever- 
more in their use and sense meaneth only the 
iixtraordinary glib of the spirit o/ tongues^ 
prophesying, and the like — so doth it constantly 
signify in the Scripture : and it is very hard, if 
not utterly impossible, to find it signifying any 
other sense." 

Neither were aU who were baptized, and who 
bad professed their faith in Christ, made psrta- 

> Lightfoot's Works, vol. iwii. p. 107. 
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kersof the superiiatoral signs and gifts imparted 
on this oecasion, for Simon Magus, finding thai 
he had not reoeived them, immediately offinred to 
purchase them.^ There ire other cases again 
where the apostles communicated these miracu- 
lous gifts without uiy imposition of hands, as on 
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2. 3&-42); and 
there are cases of baptism by the apostles men* 
tioned, where they neither imposed hands, nor 
imparted such gifts (Acts 16. 15, and Acts 16. 31 
-35). Neither is there any reason to believe 
that women ever received imposition of hands, 
though they were made partakers of these spir- 
itual gifts by a direct influence from on high:* 
And hence we must conclude, that this ceremo- 
ny was employed by the apostles under a divine 
impulse, and only when so directed ; and that, ^ 
it was not given by any fixed rule, or in con- 
nexion with baptism as a regular act,^ there i* 
neither precept nor precedent upon which any 
regular use of this ceremony, as a stated rite, caii 
be founded by the church now. 

1 Lii^tfoot'B Works, vol. viii. p. 128. 
« Ibid. 

' See Lord Barrington's Works, vol. i. pp. 127, 133, and 
sect. xziv. p. 141, d&c. 



Digitized by Google 



50 WLfmiBU AMP pa«M^ix;Ai. aiTA 

TJbM eiM^ if 1^ Qeaoing of tbesa piwiag^t 
lit admitled by all umparli^ crltici, iododiog 
Igpisoofftliitts. Dr« WiUeU> a learned I^bcopal 
virUer, gives femr reasona to show that the cef- 
ereoee b^e is not to confirmation^ but to th& 
b^ibwmentt of sspernataral and miraculous 
gifts.' The saoie fiew is taken bj many of the 
Ln4ber«n leformers^?^ by Groti^s, by CalTin,^ by 
IitfOid Bffff ingtcH^y who dwells at length and with 
fped^ force upon, the subject,^ by Dr. Hinds of 
Q^ti, now cbs^lain to Archbishop Whately,^ 
hy. Kr^ Riddle in hi? Christian Antiquities,^ by 
^i)ey/ and l^ Lightfoot f the Dutch Anno- 
tations,' 9Lose»midler,'« Kuinoel/* Wolfius/* 

1 SynopaWFttpiam.jp. 812, 

' See th9 C(»fettion of WittemDiurgh, in HaiBuxny of 
Confl, MCi xiii. p. 409. 

3 Institates, b. iy, c. xix. ^ vi. yol. ii. p. 536^ and Com- 
ment in loco. 
* * Theological Works, vol. i. sec. xxi. &c.,p. lOd, Asc. 

^ Wstoty ef the Rise and Ptogress of Ghristiaiuty^ yoL- i. 
^ l97aBd>927, and yol. ii. 77-79; • P. 85*. 

7 Elriey on the Goflyela smiA^tn, vol* ii. p. 40&. 

> Works, vol. viii. p. 127. 

> Annotations, Lond., 1657, tom. ii. in loco. 

10 Scholia in Nov. Test., torn. iii. p. 198, and on Mt» 
i5^6,1^5,p.3p4. 
1^ Commentarius in Nov. Test., vol iv. p. 508 et al. 
}• G«9 Philolof .» toin. iv. i^ 660. 
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SchcBtgenkis/ Koppe,* Gilt,^ Adtm Clarke/ 
Scott,* Be2a,< tod Ctmerarios, are ail of thii 
t)pintoDJ Whitby, too, with all hia prelatiod 
prejadice and bias, ia very strong. "Not," 4saya 
he,^ " that all who bad been bafitised might ro- 
ceive it ; for if was never so in any cbnroli ; no, 
not at Jerasalem ; there being only some aRkOB|r 
them fall of the Holy Ghost, (Acts 6. S,) mni 
therefore it seems reasonable to say, whh Dr. 
Lightfoot here, that tiley were such a« Ibe Holy 
Ghost had pointed out to be ordatned miniacen, 
or for the receiving of the prophetical gifts whiek 
enabled men then (luTovgyBtp) to do saered offi- 
ces in the a^emblies, where they w«r j." Aim! 

* SchcBtgenias, Hore Hebr. et Talmudicie, torn. li. pp. 
p53 and 887, 888. 

* Novtim Testament,, yol. vili. p. 99. 

' Exposition, vol. viii. p. QSS^ who » of opuiioa tfatt 
these persons, with the mirmoiilous gifts, were ordaiced to 
the ministry. 

* €k>mmentarins in loco. He is also of the opinioB ex- 
pressed by Dr. Gill. 

* Commentary in loco. 

* N<mim Testamentum, Cant., 164Jl, felto, p. ^M,9a ▼. 
15. He also refers ^em to the mlraealoas gifts gitea as 
qualifications for presiding over the church. 

' Commentarins in Novum Fcedus, Cantaihr^[i», 1642, 
fet, p. I03,an Aets 8. 13. 

* email tUiil, on Acts 8L IS* 
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then he adds, after dwelling on this point, " As 
for the other opinion, that these hands were laid 
on to confirm them ; if hands were not laid on 
all that there were baptized, this makes nothing 
f(x confirmation ; if they were, then Simon Ma- 
gna must be confirmed, and receive the Holy 
,0ho6t. And both these opinions seem danger- 
ous on this account, that the Holy Ghost was 
aeyer tbns conferred but by the hands of an apos- 
tle ; and consequently, if confirmaticm and ordi- 
Bation be laid on this foundation, they may be 
jaid to cease with the apostles." 

Diodati, the "learned professor of Theology " 
with whom Mihon held daily conference at 
Geneva, confirms the opinions expressed above. ^ 
Henry, takes the same view.* Such also is the 
view taken by Clarius,' Grotius,* Beus<m,' 
Piscator,* Poole,'^ and Planck,' 

' Annotttions upon the Whole Bible, LoQd.« 1651, oa 
Acta 8. 15, and Milton's Works, vol. i. p. 82. 

• Gammentaiy upon Acts 8. 15. 

• Critici Sacri, Amstel., torn. riii. p. 160. * lb. p. 178, 
. . * See IfiMorjrof the First Planting of Chriatianity, voi. i. 
€. i* sect. ui. p. 138, &>c, and p> 66, ^o. 

• Sec in Poole's Synopsis, on Acts 8. 15. 

^ Amiotatiens vcpim the Bible, Lond., 1685, torn, ii., oa 
Acts 8. 15. 
•Saein€MettMsrtPt&9^vaCbvdi,|>.297. ... 
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There is notliiDg, tli«r^A>re, in the case hetam 
«s aiiakgous to confirmation, but erery thing 
eontrar J to it. ll^he m imsters, in this cate> were 
^tttraovdinar J, and are not now represented by 
any oi^sers in the church, in that apostolie and 
supernatural character in which they acted. The 
gifts imparted were also extraordinary, aad are 
not now found in the church, whereas the obgeot 
0f confirmation, ^ays Bishop Hobart, is to secora 
" the ordinary grace of the Hoiy Spirit" And 
these gito were imparted in answer to prayer, 
(see r. 15,) and conferred by the Holy jSpint, 
and not by any impoeition of hands, which was 
«aerely an outward symbol of authority and 
power, which the apostles had speciai coaih 
mandment to use.*^ And since tf^refbre dm 
««th<k<ky, the gifts, and the office have all ceased, 
there remuns neither institution nor command* 
ttent to employ imposition of hanik, in the order 
of confirmation. 

We are willing to bring this matter to the test 
of a principle which is laid down by one of Um 
greatest advocates for the divine right and fun- 

• ^ Bee Willett's Synopsis, p. 812, 813. Sach also was 
the opinion of the Master of the Sentences, as quoted by 
him at p. 817. 

6* 
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damental dMraeler of confirmatioii. I mean 
Bishop Jeremy Taylor. Speaking of extreme 
notion he says, *^ Wheo the miraciilons healing 
ceased, then they were not Catholics, but here- 
tics that did transfer it to the use of dying per^ 
0ons." Now by this rale let those be judged who 
still enforce the necessity of imposition of iiands 
by pretended successors of the apostles^ — who 
can neither show the calling, the qualifications 
and the gifts of an apostle, nor in any way impart 
the miraculous gifts which in their case aocom* 
panied the impositionof hands,-— and may we not 
•ay of them what their great defender has said 
in an exactly parallel case, that since the mirac^ 
irioos effects of apostolic imposition ^f hands 
have ceased, then '' they are not Catholics, but 
Jbeietics, who now transfer that empty sign to the 
use of young persons, and thus delude their 
ninds by /the belief that, with it, they have 
received divine and heavenly grace/^ 

I would dismiss the consideration of these 
oases, then, by proposing^he following dilemma: 
Btther the Holy Ghost and all his gifts and 
graces are conferred by confirmation, or they are 
not. If they are, why is it that they are not now 
as visible and manifest as they were in apostolic 
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(A their possession, either in their speech, their 
powers, or even in their lives? Why is it thH, 
even, according to Dr. Pusey, the instances of 
those who have been faithful to this grace are 
" BXCBKDIN6LY rare." So that " there is a 

VXAUFDL AND ALL BUT UNIVERSAL BBFECTION 

AMONG THBM *'V And why is it that wlule the 
inhabitants of Roman Catholic countries have 
tiniversally received both the grace of baptbm 
and the grace of confirmation, they are nevef- 
theless distinguished above all others for thek 
gracelessness, and for their abuse of divine grace 
to licentiousness, profanity, Sabbath-breakinfy 
fornication, adultery, and <^n iofid^ty,^ so 
Uiat whether you travel in Ireland or in Switzer^ 
land, you can trace the limits of Romanism and 
Protestantism by the presence or the absence of 
morality, industry, intelligence, and piety ? 
On the other hand, if, as is thus manifest, con- 

' See his Present Crisis, p. 14. 

' The testimony of Palmer, author of the Treatise on the 
Church, will be regarded as about as impartial as could * 
well be given. See vol. i. pp. 344-349, 289, 300. See 
idao Blanco White's evidence against Catholicmn> who 
was JdBiself a ^pmiib priest. 
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irmatiofi ^bet nol confer the Rdy Oboet or hk 
gi^ and graees, wby Clien, in the name of gohi» 
mon lionesty, does anj elinreli now Mempt to 
go tbroogii a cerenony for whioh there is no 
eoantenance or support in the word of God ; no 
eommand ; no sign ; no promise ; and no prece- 
dent capable of imitation t Why, like Sinaon 
Magna, make gain for the prelatie grace and 
dignity and asseHed sapremacy of a priesthood^ 
by enforcing the Mitf in gifts and graces whioh 
can newr he sbin, f«lt, or protkbI And 
how cmn a ceremony which tbtu delndes muHi- 
tndes with the hope of salvation and secarity'^-^ 
when Qod and their own consciences teli tl^m 
that for them there is no peace,aiid tlmt they are 
yel in their sins-^be (Veed iVom the serloiiB 
charge of open impiety and gniht 



SECTION V. 

Acts 14. 23j examined. 

Another passage which is supposed to teach 
the apostolic appointment of the rite of confir- 
mation is Acts 14. 22, where it is said that Paul 
and Barnabos went " to Lyttra, and to leoninniy 
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and to Antioch, confirmiiig the souls of the dis- 
ciples, and exhorting them to continue in the 
faith." So also in Acts 15. 41, they are report- 
ed as ** confirming the churches." And so 
also Judas and Silas, '* being prophets them- 
selves," " exhorted tlie brethren with many words 
and confirmed them." Acts 15. 2^. Here in* 
deed we find the ward " confirmed," and this 
with many is proof positive of the thing, since 
they are led not by the sense but by the sound. 
So we have seen it is with the word bishop,which 
is to many an ample demonstration of the scrip- 
tural institution of the prelaticid order of bish- 
ops; whereas it reallj means throughout the New 
Testament the order of preshyters or pastors. 
Now it is to be remembered that the reference 
of the word ** confirm** to the ecclesiastical 
rite is of modern origin, and very remote from 
the true and proper meaning of the term, which 
signifies ** to put past doubt by new evidence, 
and thus to establish ;" and hence the applica- 
tion of the word to the ecclesiastical rite is given 
by Dr. Johnson as the eighth and last significa- 
tion of the word. 

The Greek word used in these passages is 
aodogous to confirmation, in its original mean- 
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i»g, signifying *' to place firmly upon a fotinda^ 
tion/' and thas to establbh or bnild up. Hence 
TyndalCy in 1534, renders the word by the term 
^^ strengthen," which rendering is followed by 
Archbishop Cranmer in "the great Bible," pub^ 
Hshed by authority in A. D. 1539.' The resto- 
ration, therefore, of the word " confirm*^ by the 
translators of the authorized version, A. D. 1611, 
must be regarded — 'like the use of the word 
"easter" for passover, "elder" for presbyter, 
"overseers" for the term bishops, where the 
connexion would prove that this office and its 
duties belong to presbyters,'* — as intended by 
these men, who were all prelatists, and who 
were required to retain "old ecclesiastical 
words," and in any case they thought doubtful 
" to keep that signification most commonly re- 
tained by'the most eminent fathers," as much as 
possible to favor prelacy and put down Presb]^ 
terianism. For not only were tell the translators 

> See in the fingli^ Hexapla on the passages. 

« See Ac^ 20. S8, see v. 17. So in 1 P^ter, f. 2, '< liie 
bishopriG/' (ur " the office of a bishop/' is fendered " m^r*- 
sighif** because v. 1 ehowa that it belonged to" presbf^svs/' 
who are therefore called " elders" more efi^ctually to blind 
^ reader. 
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ahoien horn the prelaay^ aUfaouf b xhs pelilioii 
for the new version came from the Presbyterians, 
and WM at first opposed by Archbishop Ban- 
croft ; but their version was subsequently ** re- 
viewed by the bishops/' including Bancroft^ who 
introduced several alterations, and by Bilson, 
who had written a work against the Presby'* 
tertans; and last of all, was submitted to the 
privy council and to King James, who had ab- 
jured his own repeated oath in fkvor of Presby- 
tery, and had now of course become its most 
deadly enemy.' Indeed in the preface to the 

* See Jameson's History of the Culdees, p. 330. John- 
son's Hist, of English Translations of Bible in Watson's 
Tmcts, and Hist. Acct. prefixed to the EngUsh Hezapla, 
London, 1841 ; pp. 149, 151-159. See also any history 
of the times. As to King James's peijury take the follow* 
ing prooC In 1590, (McCrie'a Liie of Mehille, vol. i. p. 
885, 386,) at a meeting of the General Assembly, ''He 
poESised God that he was bom in such a time, as in the iiras 
«f the lig^of thegoepcl,and in sooh a place, as to be king in 
Msh A kttk, the potest kirk in the world," " The kirk of 
Genera (oootiniied his Majesty) keepetb Pasch and Yob. 
What have they for them? They have no mstitiUioD« 
As for oar own neighbor kirk in Engjand, their service is 
a* BViL-SAiD luss in Eopliah ; they want nothing of the 
BMSs hat th» Ufi^ngs. I cbaige yoa, my goad people, vin* 
kmt9, d9«lPii^ alitowi nMtfi, 9Siitlaiien» and harcnuutt 
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reader, the Translators candidly avow that tbey 

stand to your purity ; and I, forsooth » so long as I brook 
my life and crown, shall maintain the same against all 
deadly.** (Cald. iv. 198, 204.) 

When Bancroft represented that James had dissembled 
in giving his testimony, the learned king " took an oppor- 
tunity (Life of Melville, i. 393) of conttadicting the insin- 
uation of Bancroft, that he dissembled in the conoeasionfl 
which he had lately made in &vor of presbytery." 

In 1598, in an apologetical preface to his Doron, James, 
speaking of the ministers of Scotland, says (Life of Mel- 
ville, vol. ii. p. 163, 164), " There is presently a suflfcicnt 
number of good men of them in this kingdom ; and 3ret are 
they ALL known to be against the form of the English 
Church ?** And again, speaking of the charge of Puritan- 
ism, he says : " I protest upon mine honour that I meein it 
not generally of all preadiers, or others, that like better 
of the single form of policy in our church, than of the 
many ceremonies of the Church of EIngland, that are per- 
suaded that their bi^ops smell of a papal supremacy, that 
(he surplice, cornered cap, and such Hke, are Iht outward 
badges of popish errors. No, I am so fkr from being con- 
tentious in these things (which for my own part I ever 
esteemed indifferent), as I do equally love and honour tha 
learned and grave men of either of these opbrions. It eim 
no ways become me to pronounce so lightly a sentence in 
•0 old a controversy." 

In the same year, 1598, at the Assembly, James SD^ 
lemaly and repeatedly (Life of Melville, vol. ii 19S,) pn* 
tested (with what traHi it is now wuMeeasarf to sayi) tbtk 
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sought to Steer a course between popery and 
puritanism. 

We are not, therefore, to be curried away by 
the niere wind of empty sound, from the plain 
and palpable meaning of these passages, which 
manifestly refer to that inward and spiritaai 
comfort and edification which were imparted by 
the miraculous gifts to these infant and perse- 
cuted churches. Who ever heard of prelaticai 
confirmation without impositicHi of hands? and 

he had no intention to introduce either popish or Anglican 
bishops, but that his sole object was that some of the best 
and wisest (tf the ministry, chosen by the General Assem- 
bly, diould have a place in the privy council and pariia- 
- meot, to sit in judgment on their own afiairs, and not to 
stand, as they had too long stood, at the door, like poor 
suppliants, disregarded and despised/' Such were the 
avowed declarations of James ; and yet, as if to demon- 
strate the truth of Scripture, when it shows the folly of 
potting confidence in princes, and when it declares that 
" men of high degree are a lie" he was at this time pri- 
vately circulating in his Doron the most opposite senti- 
ment9 (Melville, p. 162), and was willing afterwards to 
proclaim to the world his own base peijury and shameless 
deceit (see Ins Premonition to the Apol. for the Death of 
Allegiance, ibid. p. 164). In Bancroft, however, he found 
a fitting counsellor. 

6 
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who, by aiqr efiori of iogeauitj, eao fiad anj il- 
lusion to imposition of bands here I Or can 
•ay other than a prelate ccofirm 7-^and yel we 
bere find Judas and Silas, two simple presbf- 
lers, confirmiftg the brethren.^ On the whol^ 
Ihea, we nu^t conclude, with Archbishop 
Whately,^ that while it is true that ''some 
who would be a8hl^ned to employ such an argu- 
ment for oopfirmatioQ themselves, might yet be 
tempted toleare it uncontradicted, from a doubt 
of being able to substitute a sound <»ie, which 
should be, to that individual, equally satis- 
factory/' 

Thi^ he Justly enumerates among the pious 
frauds by which even Protestant Jesuitism and 
sectarian zeal will advance a weak and defence- 
less cause. For, he adds, ** Let us imagine a 
case of some one desirous to receive, and induce 
others to receive, the rite of confirm at ion, from 
supposing it alluded to and enjoined, in the pas- 
sage of Scripture which describes an apostle as 
going through a certain region " confirming thie 
churches;'' should we venture to attempt re- 

* Ananias, who was but a disciple, laid hands also on 
Paul, Acts, 9. 11. Lord Barrington's Wks. vol. i. p. IftJ. 

* Origin c^ Romish Errors, p. 161, cb. iM., Ehig. ed. 
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moving his conrictioii firom this false basis, and 
replacing it on a sound one V* '* Our separation, 
therefore," he further adds, ** from the Church of 
Rome does not place us (nor can we ever be 
placed in this life) in a situation which exempts 
OS from all danger of falling into corruptions 
— among the rest, the justification of pious 
frauds — substantially similar to those with which 
that church is so justly reprotched." I will 
only add one other testimony. " The great 
apostle," isays Dr. Burton,* "travelled through 
Syria and Oilicia ; and the expression used by 
St. Luke of his tmifirming the cJmrckes in those 
countries, proves that ho must have planted 
these churches at an earlier period. He now 
eoafi^med then^ : i. e. he gave them such regu- 
lations as were neeessftry for their welfare. 
Wherever deacons were wanted, he ordained 
them; he appointed otiiers to the office of 
elders; and thel*e can be little doubt^ that to 
iome or all of these ministers he imparted those 
miraeulous gills of the Spirit, which were so 
«»efal Ibr the instroetion of the convert?, and 

> Lectures upon the Eocl. Hitl. of the First Thiet 
Cent., Lect. vi. Oxf., 1839 ; and see also vol. i< p. 95, Lect. 
iv. 
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fornished nucb convincing e¥klence of the 
go^l." , 



SECTION VI. 
Heb. 6. 1, 2, examined. 
W« proceed, therefore, to notice the only 
other. passage quoted in proof of confirmation, 
as a permanent and fundamental rite of the 
church, and that is Heb. 6. 1, 2, where the 
apostle enumerates among the principles which 
constituted first principles in the catechetical in- 
struction of religious inquirers, who were seek- 
ing their way from hieathenism and Judaism into 
the light and liberty of the gospel of Chriat, the 
following doctrines — of repentance, of baptism, 
pf laying OD of hands^ of the resurrection of the 
dead and of eternal judgment. The doctrine 
concerning each and all of these, that is, their 
nature and design, their relation to ChristiaDUjr 
and to the salration of men, thia the apostle 
fkmsidered as the very alphabet, or aiuonatw 
principles, with which the inquirer (or, as 
be was technically called, the catechumen) 
ought to be made acquainted and be familiar. 
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tliese are not •Mhe meat and drink/' **tli6 
wine and ^rong meat," which were to be giren 
to those who had become " men in Chriat Jesus,** 
bat "the milk" and pap which were to be ad», 
ministered to those who were sttfl but " babes 
in Christ." Such persons baring sat under the 
t^ching of the schoolmaster, and imbibed the 
mdiments of Christian education, were to go on 
unto perfection, and to the complete develop- 
mMit of that hope set before us in the gospd 
(▼. 16), and which alone, like an anchor of im- 
limtable seonrrty and ttrength, can hold fast the 
•oul amid all the swelling floods of temptation 
end sin. The apostle, therefore, doe$ not mag- 
nify these principles, but shows that they are 
^'in order to goodness," and that they ar^ 
raluable only as they lead to the sanctlficatrmi 
of the soul. Instead, tlierefefe, of making 
them — supposing for a moment that they ^ coo- 
tain the doctrine of the church— its sacramenta 
and its order, the very essentials of fatth tmi 
aalyation, and the very channels of hearcnly 
grace, he calls upon hia readers to look beyond 
these for that justification, sanctification, and 
complete redemption, which are to be found tft 
Christ; and warns them that a man may hav« 



Digitized by Google 



» IKMUMI ANA fmMfJkTlQAL MITB 

htcwm ptrtiker pf »U the knowkd^ and ordt* 
nances and privilegea here enumerated or im- 
plied, and jet fall away, and crucify to himself 
ifae Son of God afreab, and put him to an open 
abame (v. 6). And that church, therefore, 
which makea these things take pre-emin^ee of 
the doctrines of grace, and the life and practice 
of holy devotedness to Christ, has never got be- 
yond the porch and outer wall of Chriatiaiiity, 
and is still found feeding its children ^ith the 
milk of babes, the husks, hay, and stubble which 
can never invigorate or impart spiritual strength. 
And hence it is, says Cartwrigbt, that even 
'Hbetr confirmed persons are always such babes, 
and so infirm that they can never learn to call 
God, Abba, Father, but are always like a shaken 
reed, and like the wayes of the sea which are 
moved by the winds," having no root in them- 
aelves, and looking, like craven and hungry de- 
pendents, for very food and life to their priestly 
guides. 

But can these words, we ask, in any way refer 
to confirmation t Assuredly not For in such 
« ceremony, and for the purpose now attributed 
io confirmation, we have found no use made of 
imposition of hands in the word of God. la 
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imparting mirjaouloas gifu aad bealing diaefwet^ 
we do find it used bjr Cbrist and the apostles, 
and by them alon£ ; but as a ceremoay per- 
fecting baptism and imparting a grace which 
baptism promises or gives, never. On the con- 
trarj *' Christ baptized not/' and Paul baptized 
little, and even among the few cases of apostolic 
baptism tliere was no connexion with such a 
ceremony as imposition of hands. Besides theae 
cases in which imposition of hands was euh 
ployed, we find this ceremony used 6^ ordinary 
presbyters, the pastors of the churches, as at 
Antioch, and at the ordination of Timothy, in in- 
troducing ministers into their sacred office.' 
As a rite whereby, accompanied with solemn 
prayer, benediction and official designation, min- 
isters were set apart and invested with authority 
to teach, and as thus signifying the whole doc- 
trine of the church, its roinijttry and its aathor- 
ized proclamation of the gospel, and whatsoever 
things Christ has commanded in his word — in 
this sense, ** the laying on of hands," must here 
be understood. The words cannot refer to bap- 
tism, of which, for ages, confirmation was an 

^ See these paaaage» iiilly explained in Presbytery and 
PieUcy, pp. 129, 174, and 1ST, ^. 
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immisdiate aeeompamiirent, for then would bap- 
tkn alone, like Pharaoh's lean kine, swallow up 
the fat kine 6f that very chereh and ministry, of 
which if is but one ordinance, and that, the ini- 
tiatory one ; because, further, ** we know of a 
eertainty" that in some eases impositiom of 
hands did not accompany baptism, as in that of 
the thousands at the day of Pentecost, of Come*> 
Ihis, of the Ethiopian esnnch, of the jailor, of 
Lydia, and of others; and finally, it cannot re«> 
fer to baptism, because many are of opinion that 
between the words '' baptisms" and ^' laying on 
of hands," the word Mitxn shouhl be inserted, 
and constitute another principle, to express thai 
catechetical instruction by which conrerts were 
prepared for full meml>ership in the church of 
Christ. » 

To apply these words to the present ceremony 
of confirmation is, therefore, a glaring presump- 
tion, and an imposition upon the word of God. 
No instance of laying on of hands, in such a 
sense, can be found in the whole Bible. Facts 
there stated prote, contrariwise, that this rite 

' So Erasmus and the Greek Scholiasts. See GiUea- 
(rfe's Miscellanjr Qnestiofis, p.,31. Bee Hey't Leot. on 
DiTinity, vol. U. p. 460. ' 
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was not iovariably connected with baptijSm by 
Ifae apostles, as it was universally when first used 
in the church at a subsequent period. And the 
▼ery sense and bearing of the passage demand 
that the rite, as indicating and holding forth the 
ministry of the church, and its whole economy 
tad value, should be here understood in accord^ 
tnce with the weight and authority of all Hnpar* 
tiaJ and critical inquirers.^ ^4t is most probable," 

* Stuart on the Hebrews, vol. ii. p. 138. McLean on 
tbe Hebrews, Wka., vol. v. p. 188. Gillespie's Miscellany 
Questions, p. 21. Cartwright's Confut. of the Rhemista, 
pp. 606, 607. Divine Right of the Gospel Ministry, pt. i. 
pp. 175-177. Dr. Ames in his Bellarminus Enervatus, 
torn. ii. p. 76, who refers it to the totum mintBterittm. 
BuIIinger'also confirms this in loco. Riddle's Chrisdan An- 
tiquities, p. 532. See also a Dissertation on, in Walcb's 
Miscellanea Sacra on the Catechetical Instruction of the 
Apostles, to be seen in the Biblical Repertory for 1827. 
Suiceri Thesaurus under the word, torn. ii. pp. 1514-1516, 
Spanheim Diatrib. de Impos. Manmun, torn. ii. p. 871. — 
Bloomfield, in his Greek Test, and Grit. Digest. yoL viiL 
p. 443, ascribes to the best commentators, ancient and 
modern, the opinion tkat it refers to the symbol then used 
of the spiritual gifts Yoachialed to many, and of. wboee 
aatnre they should be informed^ and as this a^joompanied, 
In his oi^ittion, baptism^ it could not of ceucsa rcfer to ooo- 
finnation. See Greek Test., toI. iL p. 49A« W»l& Cn- 
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sajrs Walcb,' •* that the mi6ifftgx^^Q^9 wbicb 
the apostle in this place mentions, refers to the 
ordination of the chnrch ministry : since it ii 
erident, as we learn IVom 1 Tim* 4. 14, and ▼> 
S3, and 2 Tim. I. 6, that the sacred <^ce was 
ai>lemnly conferred by the kifing #n of k^rndtl 
Hence the phrase, laying on of hands is here 
used for the ordination, or the constittition itself 
of the chqreh ministry, as in this sense the term 
is elsewhere employed. The apostle Paul him- 
self, in those passages just quoted, uses the term 
to denote the constitution of the church minis- 
try ; and it occurs also in the same signification 
among ecclesiatical writers." .... '^ In the 
enumeration of these heads of instruction, in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, the doctrine of the 
church ministry very properly succeeds that of 
baptism. For those who were baptized ought 

m Phil.; torn. iv. p. 660. RosentnQller Scholia in Nov. 
Test., torn. v. pp. 208, and 45, 46. Koppe in Nov. Test., 
▼d. viii. p. 99. Kninoel Comment, in Epist. ad Heb., p. 
177. 

^ See as above referred to, pp. 61, 69. Of the same 
•^ion afte Sdmidius, Bohcnkis, Carpsovixw, in Kuinoel 
ia loeo. CKfl, in bis €<»nniefitaf7 (0e« on Aots, 8. n)» 
think* that even in tet eaie the emwntaf xmueqameimi 
ilfsSb, <Hrdif|ation. 
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aext to apply to the servnats of God, (k) that 
kearing them, thejr might m^ke progress in sar- 
img knowledge; might receive from them the 
temission of sins, and the sacrament of the 
Holy Sapper, and might hence obtain the neces- 
•ary htslps for preserfing tmd confirming thek 
Itdth in Jesus Clfirist."^ 



SECTION VII. 
Why Impositiou of I&nds wag continued la the Char<di. 

We may here ask, in passing, why imposition 
of hands should be employed during the apos- 
tolic age, and by apostdic men, and yet not re- 
main as a permanent rite in the church ; and 
how, also, a rite thus peculiar, should come to 
be 00 generally aiid so commonly adopted ? And 

* ** Paul, fr&m t^ point of riew, designated the whole 
of Abe solemn preeeeding, without separating it into its 
?«ri(nu3 elements, by that which was its external symhoi, 
as in Scripture phraseology, a single act of a transaction 
eonsisting of several parts, and sometimes that which was 
most striking to the senses, is often mentioned for the 
' whok." Neaxtder Apost. Eirdi. i 213. 
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to these qaestkms an emy answer may be given^ 
since the same reaaons which made it necessary 
that there should be miracles, and tongues, and 
supernatural gifts, and Inspired nlen, and prop> 
phets, and visible inflictions of divine wra^ 
and miraculous healing of diseases, made it alsa 
wise that there should be soo^ outward signs 
and symbols by which these high and peculiar 
prerogatives of the apostles and others gifted by 
them, should be accompanied, in order to justify 
them in the sight of others ; to bear witness to 
their authority ; to silence clamor and opposi- 
tion ; and to give an outward sign of confirma- 
tion and assurance to the recipients of such 
gifts themselves. This was the triie nature of 
the anointing of the sick, and of the laying on 
of hands, in connexion with miraculous healing 
and miraculous gifts. The descent and opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, in his ordinary saving 
influences,was then, as now, unseen and unfelt, 
except by the recipient, and therefore the object 
of faith only. Some assurance was therefore 
re<j[uisite in order to prove that these effects, 
though impalpable, were real. And this consist- 
ed in miraculous gifts and powers, manifested 
in the one case by prayer and impositiou jof 
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baacb, «h1 in the oc^ bfpmj^r sod atoiatilig 
^ the body. Thb «ibjfict has beea very caiH- 
&Uy slated by Dr. Himb, «i emmeot Epis* 
CO(>dian wtiter of dneen'a College, Oxford^ 
and at present chaplain of ATclibt8fa<^ Whate* 
Yj^ In Ms History of the Rise aiul Prc^reag 
of ChcJs^Anity, which deserresto be more gen<» 
endJy Imoum, after having exfdatoed why the 
idmroh oonttnued tocbim t>» power of working 
isif adea he saya :^ " Bat not only tniraclet 
ceaaed) because designed solely for the eeis^ ' 
Uahment of the church ; but the obligation to 
Herpetiiate those customs which were connected 
with mtraeaieuB agency ceased aho together 
with it. As instances of thesOi may be noticed 
the practice of anointing the siok^ and that of 
laying aa of hands by the apostles, subsequent 
tobaptitiB. 

"The first of these customs, evidently, was es* 
tablished as a form of miraculous cure, similar 
to that wrought by the poc^ of Bethebda. It was^ 
BO doubt, the mode in winch the ^KisUes fulfil- 

» VU. ii. pp. 76-79. Se© aim Lord Barringtoa'fl WiWr, 
\ roi, L p. 133. The eame view ia preseoted by Batnetin 

his Exposition of the Thirty-nine Articles, p. 353., Page's 
ed. Lond. 1837. 

7 ' ' 
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led the Lord's special injoBction to * heal the 
sick.' When, therefore, sach cares ceased, the 
cessation itself was eqaiiralent to a formal an- 
nulment of the practice by God. NeTertheleBs, 
as nothing could have been more mortifying to 
the ^iritual pride of a Christian, than the loss of 
so splendid an appendage to the church as 
miraculous power, (agreeably to the remarks 
above made,) the designing, the superstitious, 
and, perhaps the truly pious themselves, would 
naturally be slow to admit the evidence that its 
rirtue bad ceased. To the dying man and to hii 
distressed friends, even the faintest possibility 
of success would be a sufficient motive for the 
experiment. Thus it would be continued, by 
some from a hope that its efficacy might 4)e re- 
newed ; by others from reverence for a custom, 
which, although ineffectual, had once been bles- 
sed by the Spirit ; by others, finally, it would be 
persisted in from a view, created by enthusiasm 
or fraud, that where no palpable miracle was 
wrought, a secret miraculous influence must be 
communicated in lieu of the specific benefit 
attached to it. Hence, in later ages, its invari- 
able use in a great part of the Christian world as 
a means of grace to the departing Christian.— 
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Rid tbecitatoiD, when its miracQlons use ceased, 
been in ika nature at ail applicable to edificaticm, 
tbe reverence which retained it for such a pur* 
pose, in preferenoe to the introduction of any 
new ceremony, would have been even praisewof- 
thy. As it is, its preservation in the Greek and 
Roman churches is a curious monument of bu» 
man weakness." 

** The origin and meaning of confirmation is 
similar. The apostles used to lay their hands 
on those who had been baptized, hi order that 
they may receive some ^ritual gift, — that is, 
some miraculous sign that the unseen descent of 
the Holy Ghost on them at baptism vrtm real.-^ 
None but an apostle could do this, and it was 
done, sometimes immediately on baptism, some- 
times after a long interval ; but all Christians 
seem to have claimed it as a privilege, whenever 
they had opportunity of receiving it. The rite 
was called canfirmationy and the gift, the sign of 
confirming. (This much is gratuitous and with- 
out any proof.) 

'' Properly, then, confirmation was a temporary 
usage, connected with a miraculous display, and 
indeed, appended to the apostolical office, to- 
gether with which it ceased. Like the ooction 
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of the siek, kow«rer, it was sttti k«pt up % 
those who succeeded the apostles in the fovoro- 
ment of the chordies^ from a reepect for a ril^ 
with which Mich impoiibant resuits h»4 heeii m 
limg associated/' 

And thtis we find that the certvo^ny of laying 
on of Jhan^s was applied by the adwmdng 
church for numerons other purpo^^s, on the 
l^iacii^ still adopted by many mligUmtd men 
that if a Httle medteiae is useful^ tlie efficacy 
must be ineteased by the quantity ; and ther^ 
fore that if imposition of hands wasusefol in one 
ease, it might be made equally senriceid^e ia 
others and tlms still further conirilMite to the 
glorification of the prelacy. Of these applica- 
tions of the form, Spaaiheim' enumerates sefai 
kinds. He shows that this jr^oa^imx, Im^ng 
tm of hands, was administered to persons lately 
baptised ; to new conirerts, who had not yet ap- 
proached the sacred font ; to the sick ; to peni- 
teats ; to heretics who returned to the Christiiai 
church; to newly married persons when ibs 
priests gave them the benediction ; and to those 
about to be ordained to the ecclesiastical office. 
B. Von Sanden, enumeratea other occasions^ of 

> BMeif R#ef«Qr3r/ 1897, p. Gl^Walck'fl fMatiie. 
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thB UBB of this ceremony, and »n,jn, thai the 
i^tQB&tina was used as a sign of silence, or of a 
feigned cause ; it was used also in contracting 
matrimony; in the solemn administration of an 
oath ; in sacrifices ; in condemning criminals to 
death ; in the case ofpersons lately baptized ; in 
conferring benedictions upon others ; in healing 
the sick, and recaliiog the dead to life; and in 
ordaining priests.^ And for every one of thest 
applications of the form there is as much fouo* 
dation as for its use in confirmation. 



SECTION vni. 

Confirmation not found in any of the primitive or Oriental 
Churches. — When introduced. 

We might now close the argument ; but we 
can greatly strengthen our conclusions by an 
appeal to the history of this rite of confirmation* 
This ceremony ,as we have seen, was preserved in 
the church, through pride and vanity ; and coi^ 
tinned for many hundred years to be considered 
** IN NO OTBER LIGHT than as an appendage to 

> Co&SBit ttlK> Jo. Ca^mr. Soker, and C. Dh Fresne. 
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b^ptMim ; mkI <iiifing tbk period, that is, tUA 
THE NINTH GBNTURT, or about the close of tlie 
eighth ceatury, efen the ciMiuiHinUHi was adraior 
iatered to ehildren of the teedereat i^ge^" ' This 

^ Such is the Btatement made in the Pictorial edition 
of the Book of Common Prayer, Eng. ed. Lond., Knight &. 
Co., p. 428. Of this astounding fact, see proofs in Rid- 
dle's Chr. Antiq., p. 59(5, and every ecclesiastical historian 
of any disraeier whatever. A volune oo«ld be filled with 
pioafr. See tkiB pontion aboodintly confirmed by Mar- 
tene De Antiq. Ecclasia RiObim, torn. I. pp. 237, 238, 
246, 247. Pahnefs Antiq. of the English Ritual, vol. ii. 
p. 198. 

In the recent examination of the General Theol. 
Semmary in New-York, aays the Episcopal Protestant, 
Dr. Ogilby, the ProfeflM>r of Eoelenistical History, does 
Hot seem sufficiently explicit upon several matters involved 
in the inquiry. He says, " On one occasion I remember 
having been lasked (by a student) whether I condemned 
the practice of infant communion. I replied, that I would 
condemn those who should practise it now ; but I declined 
flitting in judgment upon those Churches, which from the 
third century to the twelfth, saw fit to observe it. Whether 
diey were right or wrong, I had no right to justify or con- 
demn them.? 

In one of the' aappkemcntal qoestioBa addressed ta Ds. 
Ogilby, Bishop Mcllvaine inquires, in reference to the ' 
above: 

" At fon hava aaid in jcni ^Ntialh aaawar that foa 
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hr the custom in the Greek Cboroh till the ptet^ 
eiii day, in which anointing, with imposition of 
htnds is administered immediately after baptism 

baTe said in your teaohing, that you * would condemn 
those who should practise Infant Communion now,* but 
* declined sitting in judgment upon those Churches which 
from the third century to the twelfth, saw fit to observe it,* 
and that * whether they were right or wrong you had no 
right to justify or condemn them f be so good as to state 
on what grounds yon would in your teachings oondeom 
those who should practise infant communion noio, which 
would be inapplicable to the case of such Churches as saw 
fit from the third to the twelfth cent\iry to observe ^t." To 
this question, and another having reference to the same 
point, the Professor replies : 

''Thoae questiMUi are sulficiently answered) I trust, 
.when I aajr that the qnestion of Infant Communion haa 
never been ruled by the whole Church. I wholly decline 
judging other Churches ; to their own Master they stand 
or fidi. N. B. These qaestions also, I answer under pro- 
test, as to their propriety.*' 

" Now we know not how it strikes others, but to us it 
appears passing strange, that a teacher of Ecclesiastical 
History should question the propriety of his being asked 
what he waa in the habit of saying respecting the practice 
' of Infiint Communion as it prevailed in some Churches ; 
and bow such a Professor, in a Protestant Church, could 
hesitate to pronounce such a practice absurd and unscrip* 
taral, it ia diffioolt ta conceive." 
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and before the ceremony is elosed.* This oei^ 
emony, howerer, they do not call confirmatimi, 
nor regard as a sacrament, and it is constantly 
administered by a presbyter.' 

No trace of the ordinance of confirmation can 
be discovered any where, or in any church, in any 
part of the world, before the third century,when 
the use of ointment, and ifo more, is mentioned 
by TertuUian and Origen, and in the Apostoli- 
cal Constitutions, and by Cyi^il ;' and it depends 
for much of its support upon forged writings or 
corruptions of genuine writings of the Fathers.* 
Even then, however, and among the Latin wri- 
ters, this anointing was not called confirmation. 
Cyprian,a8 late as A. D. 248, caUs it cansumnuh 
Hon, that is, the completion of baptism.' The 

* Ricsut on the Greek Church, Lond. 1679, ch. ▼. and 
vi. p. 177 ; and Hejr't Lectttrcs, vol. ii. p. 461. 

* See the name« given to it in Bey's Lectures, ii. 4(J1, 
462 ; and Cave and Bingham. They justify their minis- 
tration by presbyters, from the Apostolic Constitutions. 
See Riddle's Christian Antiq. p. 589. 

* See Riddle's Christian Antiq. p. 541, and the tariovs 
authorities there referred to. 

* Sec James* Corruptions of Scrip. Councfls and tba 
Fkihers by Romanists, pp. 3,4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 18, 37. 

* Cave's Diseer. mider ftvf^ ; and Hey's Leet. ii. 461. 
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Kofmish church, m the application of that inM* 
lible logic for whit^ it is so notorioDg, asMrts 
that Ohri^ is the acuthor of this rite, madj^muM 
-tlM assertioti bj the authority of Fabian who 
lived about A* D. 1286!^ In this way they 
might a$ hgiedfkf prove that Christ inetitttted 
)^ery, and thus shew 4:harly th«t darkness is 
ligbt^ intolerance Parity, ignorance knowledfe, 
und constant rantability infoUibility. 

Some of the S^oolmen, the very body-^ard 
of the Papacy, deny that confirmation is a sacra- 
ment, or that it^ if as instituted by Christ at 
alL' It was not separated from baptism till 

AFTER THJB BEGINNING OF THE SEVENTH CENTU- 
RY, NOR DE<»iARBD TO BE A SACRAMENT TILL 
THE TIME OF THE CoVNCIL MfiLDBNaE,' THAT 

^ dee C«te(^lflm of the Coaneil ef Trent, p. 184, part 
ii. § 5 ; Mi4 YUfB Uct. iL 462. 

' Alentifl and Helcot, among the number. See also 
Oregor. Vaknt. de nnmer. Sacmm. c. 3. Caflsand. coo- 
Bait art. 13. WUlef 8 Sym. Papisnu, p. 813. Such also 
was ^ opiiMOtt of the renowned Alexander AJepai3 (or 
Hales)/ called the irre&agabiA doctor, Forbes iz*, !▼. 4. 
Hey's Lect. ii. 461, and of Spatatesfiki. See B>izter on 
Episoop. p. 76. 

* Riddle's Cloistian Antiq. p. 63d. 
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t», IN A. D. Sd5, OR A. D. 13il.^ Indeed, th^ 
permanent leparttion of confirmation from bap- 
tism caniH>t be aaaigQed to an earlier dat^ than * 
the tbirteenth oentury." Thb mattba and 
FOBM of the ordinance were enjinned by Pope 
Eagenius IV., in the Council of Florence, 
m TBB TEAB 1498.^ Neither to this day has 
any fixed time been determined for the adminis- 
tration of this " fundamental rite/'^ the RoraaB- 
ists prescribing the period virhen children come 

' Cave and Bin^^iam, and Hoy's Lectures^ ii. 461 . " The 
English Jesuits (says Geddes in his History of the Church 
of Malabar, p. 210), who could not endure that the Pope 
diould put a bishop over them here in England, in their 
books wherein they labored to prove that there was no 
need of one, spoke very slightingly of oonfinnadon ; if- 
firming it to be a sacrament that was not enjoined but only 
where it might be had eerf «a«%; that the efiects thereof 
might be abundantly supplied by the odier atCFaments, nay 
by ordinary assistances ; that the chrism in baptism had not 
only the ngnification, but all the efl^ts of confirmation, so 
^ hr at least as to make it not to be very neceanry. In a 
word, that oonfimation was not simply ntcetMiry^ neither 
•eeeMtfsle rneHi, nor mceMttole pr^etpti,** 

« Ridae'sAntiq.p.SSe. 

* Hey'a Lectures, p. 536. 

« Hey's Leetvres, p. 462. 
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to '^ the lue of reason/' winch thej m^^ptpe mftjr 
be tbe case lor all the pfu'poses thej require it, 
it the age of seven or twelve years ;^ thongh 
Ibe rite '' may indeed be administered to all/' 
at whatever age. And why should not this be 
the case t since it requires neither futh nor 
knowledge on the part of its recipients — this 
most charitable of all churches when she has 
the truth of Qod and not the good of man to dis- 
pose of, having decreed "that unless there be 
some hinderance on his part who received it, it 
(the ceremony itself) gives new grace."* And 
the Anglican church, scarcely less merciful 
than her gracious mother, requires that " as 
soon as children can say in their mother tongue 
the article of faith, &c., then shall they be 
brought to the bishop * * * that every child 
may have a witness of his confirmation.'" 
. Nor is this all; for not only is it true that we 
are anathematized and cut off from the Catholic 
church for not believing in an ordinance for 

> Catcchiam of the Council of Trent, p. 189. 
* Catechism of the Council of Trent, p. 190. 

> See Liturgiffi Britanics, Lond. 1842, p. 384, 285, 
where the additions of 1549, 1559, 1559, 1604, and 1662, 
once aU given, and Liturgies of King Edward VL, by 
Fai^rSecM^,p.l20,iiidp.295. Cunlmdee 1844 
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mhmk tirare can be skowB to hanre existed mi 
fixed n^ipe, no fixed time of celelnraftioD, no seat 
or aeperste eausteaoe for cestiiries after Chrisl^ 
and no VMliftution bj Christ or bis Apostles; 
b«it ibr icjtoting an drdinanoe whiob tha 
most ancient, tbe most pore, tbe most wonder^ 
fa], and tbe most miracnloosly preserveid of all 
Ibe cborckes that have ev0r existed, did not be* 
liefe, and wbicb they did not practise^ 

Thai this wss tbe case with the pumiiifio 
shurcbes in Britain, Scotland, and Irdaad, erea 
an urchbishop testifies. For Usher tells ua^ '^ that 
tbe Irish did baptize their infanta without any 
oonsecrated chrism, Lanfranc maketh complaiitt 
in his letters to Terduluacas ^or Tirlagb), dta 
^ef king of that country. And Bernard re^ 
poctetb, that Malachias in bis tim« (which was 
after tbe days of Lanfranc and Pope Hild«f 
brand) did of the new institute the most whol- 
aome use of confeasion, tbe sacrament of eonfir- 
flsation, and tbe cooiract of marriages , all which 
he saith tbe Irish before were either ignorant of, 
or did neglect."^ 

^ Of tbe nSgian proiened by ^e apeieBt Iriab, eh. ▼. 
y. 34. hmnd. 1667, and we p. 94. 
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Bernard also, "in his Life of MaJachi,^ 
who went to Armagh in the twelfth century, 
speaks of the Christian people there as most 
barbarous and savage, for their rejection of 
auricular C3nfession^ authoritative abialution, the 
sacrament of confirmation, and other Papal in- 
ventions." And as Archbishop Ujssher, and 
many considerations which I have elsewhere ad- 
duced, make it manifest that they received the 
gospel with its ordinances and forms from the 
Gallic and eastern nations, we must therefore 
conclude that they also, until corrupted and sub- 
jugated by the Romish despotism, rejected this 
rite, and with it, the whole orders and other 
vain and impious ceremonies of the hierarchy.^ 

sine chrismate consecrato baptizentur.'* Epist. ad Tordalo- 
acham Nazaren Lett. ii. p. 22, in Jameson's Culdees, p. 206. 

' See Irving*s Conf. of the Ch. of Scotland, Hist. Acct. 
p. 3$. Hier words are : " Usum saluberrimum Confessionis, 
SBcramentnm confirmationis, etc., quae omnia ant ignotn- 
baiit ant negtigebant Malachias de novo institoit." In Vit. 
Malachi cap. ii. in Opera Tom. iv. p. 2222, etc. 

Bede confirms this, as he only mentions the two sacra- 
ments as used by them ; see in do. p. 56, and Eccl. Hist. 
The same thing is affirmed against Boniface by Clement 
and Stunaon in the ninth century, in do. p. 59. 

• See the author's work on Presbytery and Prelacy, 
Book ni. ch. i. § 2, 3, 4, and ch. ii. § 1, 2. 

H 
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SECTIOJJJ IX. 

Other Tesdmoiues against Confinnatioa. 

Tbe WaldenseSy with all their affiliated branch- 
es, the Paulicians, the Albigenses, the Hussites, 
the Poor Men of Lyons, the Bohemians, the Lol" 
lards, and the Wickliffites, rejected the sacrsr 
ment and divine authority of confirmation.^ In 
a confession drawn up in 1120 by the Walden- 
ses and Albigenses, in Art XIIL they say, 
** We do not acknowledge any other sacrament 
but baptism and the Lord's supper."^ And in 
^ another article drawn up in 1120, as Leger 
maintains, they say:' ** Now to speak of the 

* See Blair's History of the WiUdensee, vol. L pp. 174, 
175, 239, 240, ami Perrin's History of ^ Waldenaes and 
of the Waldenses called Albigenses, iiondoD, 1624^ 

' See in ibid. vol. i. p. 505, and Perrins* History of the 
Waldenses, Lond. 1624, p. 60. 

' See do. vol. i. p. 522, and Perrin's History of, Part iii, 
p, 101. See alsojon Wickliffe and the others, Vaughan's 
Life of, vol. ii. p. 308, and my work as above. 

It is true that recently they have been induced, through 
she eSbrtB of their very liberal and devoted friends, De. 
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chrism, which thej at present call t))e sacra- 
ment of confirmation, having no ground at all 
in the Scripture to this purpose ; that first, it 
must be consecrated by a bishop, and com- 
pounded of olive oil and of balm, to be applied 
to the person baptized, upon the forehead, with 
the sign of the cross, and with these words : — 
* I sign thee with the sign of the cross, and con- 
firm thee by the sign of salvation, in the name 
6f the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost;' which is performed by imposing of 
hands, and with a white attire fastened on the 

Gllly and Col. Beckwith, to adopt a modified form of Lit- 
turgy, similar to that adopted in some of the French 
churches. Bat even so, their order for confirmation has 
no essential resemblance to that of the Episcopal cburel|,«s 
Ae service is conducted by eadi pascor and does not in* 
elads imposition c^ hands. Their present discipline pio* 
▼ides that " The church does not permit the pastor to ad- 
mit to confirmation of the vow of baptism any but only 
persons well-iostructed in the truths of Christianity, and 
ready to give a reason for their faith, at least upon funda> 
mental points." 

** The Cateobvneois whose condvct has been kvegulaf 
in any respects, are not admitted to ratify their vow of 
baptism till af^er they have given prooft of amendment." 
Discipline of the Vaudois Church, now in the posies^on of 
Rev. Dr. Chtever. 
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head. Tbts is what is called the sadrament of 
confirmation^ which we find not instituted by 
either Christ or his apostles; for Christy the pat- 
tern of aJl his church, was not confirmed in his 
person, and doth not require that there should 
be anj such unction in baptism, but only pure 
water; and therefore such a sacrament is not 
found needful to salvation, whereby God is blas- 
phemed, and which was introduced by the 
devil's instigation, to seduce the people, and to 
deprive them of the faith of the church, and that 
by such means they might be drawn the more 
to believe the ceremonies, and the necessity of 
the bishops." 

The churches of Constantinqple, of Armenia, 
of Antioch^ and of Jerusalem, while they desire 
prayer to be made for the Hdy G^ost, do not 
seem directly to notice the imposition of hands.' 

The entire Greek church, as we have seen, 
continues to reject this ordinance to the present 
day. So do the Russians, using this proof, that 
as there is but one baptism, so there ean be but 
one unction.* According to Tago Labo, their 

> See Palmes AntiqiiUiefl of the £i«ii8h Ritaal, vol. u. 
p. 20 1« aad the learned aathoritiea there referred to. 
' See aathoritiea in WiUet'a Syn. Plq>. p. 813. See 



Digitized by Google 



OF CONFIRMATION EXAMINED* 8ft 

bishop, the Ethiopian charch held the sanm 
opinioD/ Assemanni is compelled to addace 
the most irrefragable proof that the Oriental 
churches, the Chaldeans, the Assyrians, and 
Nestorians, had no sacrament or ordmance of 
confirmation.' The same is true of the Armenian 
church.' Neither is this rite practised among 
the Mingrelians of Colchis.* The Jesuits, Al-» 
phonse Mender, Patriarch of Ethiopia, Emanuel 



also Pitik)0rton'fe PreMnt State of tke Greek Cknrah In 
RuMia, p. 178. 
> Sec authorities in preceding Dotet^ 

* See these given from the original Oriental authorities 
in his Bibliotheca Orientalis RomsB, Tom.ii. Index, Tom. 
i. 532, Tom. iii. 608, and Tom. iv. 271, et seq. See 
^l0o Palmer's Antiq. of Bttglish Rftoal, ji. 901. GrtM^ 
Nestomiis, and Peikitis' Reddenoe aascng the Nefltonam. 
Missionary Researches in Armenia, by Smith and Dwigfat, 
p. 381, English edit. 

• See Ricaut on the State of the Armenian Church, ch. 
vui. p. 431, etc. Lond. 1679, and Missionary Researches, 
by Smith and Dwight, p. 306, English edit. 

They have a form connected With baptism of anointing, 
but no more, and it is performed by a presbyter. See alao 
Histoire d*Ethiope, Tom. li. Pt. 2. p. 440. Hough's Chris* 
tianity in India, ii. 47. 

^ .See in preceding note do. p. 156. 
8» 
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Almejdft, aod Baltazar Taller, testify the same 
of iKe Abyssinian church.' 

And to crown this pyramid of towering proo&, 
and complete this chain of overwhelming testi- 
mony, which extends from the rery age of th^ 
apostles to the present, hour, and from pole to 
pole, till it encircles the entire globe ; the rite 
of c&^sMiHjah>n' was unknown among the Syr- 
ian Christians of Malabar, who are supposed by 
Episcopalians themselves to have existed there 
from the time of the second century, until they 
were discovered 1^ Europeans in the year 1501** 
Of this the proof is positive and undeniable, 
since, in the fourth session of the Synod of Diam- 
par, where they were constrained to submit them- 
selves to the Romish See, under Menezes, 
Archbishop of Q«t, it was resolved,' that '' forw 
asmucfa as hitherto there has been no use, nok 

* Histoire d'Ethiope, Livre i. ch. 37. p. 91. Hough'e 
History of Christianity, ii. 47. 

' See Geddes* History of the Church of Malahar, Lond. 
1694. 

* Aeta and Decrees c^ the Synod of Diampar in Hough's 
History of Christianity in India, vol. ii. pp. 573, 574. See 
also the History of the Chnrch of Malabar, together with 
the Synod of Diampar, by Michael Geddet, Lond. 1694, 
p. 213, 914. 
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80 MUCH AS KNOWLBDOB of the holj sacrameot 
of confirmation among the Christians of this 
bishopric^ the heretical prelates that govern it, 
having neglected to feed the people in a great, 
many cases with wholesome Gathc^ic food; 
therefore, the Synod doth, declare/' &c. And 
in the second decree, the Synod *' to its great 
sorrow, having been informed, that some igno- 
rant persons in sacred matters and the doctrine 
of the holy sacraments of the church, being in- 
stigated by the devil to persist in their cursed 
schism, did in several places resist the roost 
illustrious Metropolitan in his former visitation 
of these churches, so far as not only to refuse tQ 
receive the holy sacrament of confirmation 
from him, but did also oppose him publicly 
in the churches, and that many did absent " 
themselves by pretending that it was an un« 
necessary thing, and that thbt had never 

SEEN NOR HEARD OF IT BEFORE, Rud Others 

that they should be affronted by the holy 
ceremony of the prelates touching their cheek,, 
scurrilously upbraiding those that had received 
it, with base provoking words, telling them that 
diey had suffered themselves to be affronted and 
bn&ted, with other such sacrilegious expres- 
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sions, full of infidelity and lierfesy, arising from 
the schism wherein they have been brought up : 
tehole toims conspiring together so fat in this 
mutiny, thai the despising or receiving this holy 
sacrament, became the test of their obedience or 
disobedience to the said Metropolitan, doth there- 
fore," &c. And were any proof necessary be- 
yond these quotations, the Portuguese historian 
Gonevea, frequently makes the same avowal.* 

The Lutheran church, it is true, has an order 
of confirmation, but it is merely '* for the re- 
newal of their baptismal vows, by such as were 
baptized in infancy and have eome to years of 
discretion," and is conducted wholly by the 
minister of each congregation, who imposes 
hands and gives his right hand to each of th6 
catechumens.^ On .this subject Dr. Schmucker 



' Hough's History of Christianity in India, vol. ii. pp. 
4l'-52, where the ahameless attempts made to meet this 
testimony are exposed. The quMtidn Is '«et at teftt by ^ 
ftt^crwiqg vaiiiable note drawn up by Piofesaor Lee, end 
given in his History of the Syrian Church in India. 3ec 
note B at the end. 

* Hymns and Liturgy for ^he use of the EvangeUcal Lu- 
theran Churches, p. 38. 
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repoarks:' ''The imposition of hands, although 
genera]] J practised, is not regarded by, us as an 
essential part of this public ceremony, nor do 
we attribute to the whole ordinance any other 
than a moral influence.'' '* It is this pub- 
lic profession of religion and the blessing of 
God pronounced on the subject, to which speci- 
fically the name of confirmation is new given ; . 
because the catechumea literally confirms the 
wowB made for him in his infancy. Confirmatien 
among as may therefore be defined, a solemn 
mode of admitting to sacramental communion, 
those who were baptized in their infancy. 
Whai W€ record as essential in it, is practised 
by ALL Christian denominations, which require 
t profession of religion before admisaion to sac- - 
runental oonm)unioQ«" 

Similar is the order for confirmation in use in 
the French Reformed churches, except that it is 
less formal, and has neither imposition nor 
fiviog of hands.* , 

^ Popokr Theolagjr, p, 336. This wwk ^as pwpvpi 
at tlie leqaest of the Lotheran Synod. 

• See the Liturgy of the French Protestant Charch, 
translation. Published at Neufchatel. Charleston, 1836« 
pp. 72, 73. 
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Ravanel, whose work had the approbRtion of 
the French Reformed church, says:^ ''The 
wrangling Popish divines maintain the dignity 
and efficacy of confirmatitm abotb the sacrament 
of BAPTISM itself; for they assert that it is not 
lawful for any one but a bishop to confer it, 
whilst they concede that presbyters can admin- 
ister baptism : and they impiously teach that 
tonfirmcUion is a certain perfecting and consume 
mating of baptism, as if those were to be eo«iH* 
•d only haff^ (^istians who are baptized <mly, 
and not confirmed ; whereas, the apostle testifies 
that we pat on Christ in baptism/' 

Wickliffie was eqaally, and very similarly, 
bold in his opinion :' '' It does not appear that 
this sacrament shoald be resertfed to r OaesareRtt 
prelacy ; that it would be more devout and more 
conformable to Scripture iRngnafe, to deny that 
the Bisheps give the H9h/ Spirit^ or confirm tlM 
giving of it : Rad that it therefore seems to some^ 
that the brief and trivial confirmation of tke 
PRELATES, and the ceremonies added to it for 
the sake ^f pomp, were introduced at the sug- 

' Bibliotheca Sacra, sub roce, in Powell on the ApottoUc 
Sttccewion, p. 188, 2d edit. Enfiffisfa. 
* Va«glMii'f Uk, Yd. U. p. 306. 
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QXSTiON OF Satan, that the people may be 
deceived as to the faith' of the church, and that 
the state and necessity of Bishops may be more 
acknowledged.'* 

Melanctbon, on behalf of the Lutheran church* 
es observes :^ ** The rite of confirmation, as 
retained by Bishops, is altogether an idle 
CEREMONY : but an examination of youth, in 
<»der to a profession of their faith, with public 
prayer for the pious partof them, would be use- 
fuli and the prayer would not be in vain/' 

Bishop Wilson has declared that the prelatical 
doctrine of confirmation rests ** upon the con- 
sent of all the world, which is instead of a com- 
mand ;'*' and Wheatley with equal confidence 
^rms,^ that the history of the church, by tes* 
tifying the ccmtinuance of it in all times and 
places^ afler these gills of the Spirit ceased, 
shows that it has ever been received and used 
a« a pei^etual and standing ordinance of Chris- 
tianity. I think I need not produce.my author- 

* Loci Communes de Conlinnatione, Opera, torn. i. pp. 
95 and 138. Wittemberg A. D. 1580. 

* Sacra Privata, p, 08, Oxford edit. 

' Rational lUmtration of the Book of Common Prayer, 
p.368,Oiibra,1819. 
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ities for this ; because, I bdieve, no one doubts 
of the universality of the practice/' 

Now of the utter recklessness with which 
these positive and unqualified averments are 
made, I have offered proof from the writings of 
Romanists and prelatists themselves. Bishop 
Burnet too does not hesitate " to declare, that 
after all this, here is no sacrament, no express 
institution, neither by Christ nor his apostles ; 
no rule given to practise it, and, which is the 
most essential, there is no matter herb ; for 
the laying on of hands is only a gesture In 
I prayer ; nor are there any federal rites declared 
L^ to belong to it; it being indeed rather a ratifying 
and confirming the baptism, than any new stip- 
ulation." 

And that the early English reformers were of 
the same mind, may be judged of by the answers 
returned to the Ring's interrogatories by Cran- 
mer and all those who fkvored his opinion in 
opposition to Stokesley's paper. To the ques- 
tion, ^ '' Whether confirmation be instituted by 
# 

» On the Thirty-nine Articles, p. 353. 
' See these in Bumefs Histoiy of Ae Refbnnation, 
Nares's edit., vol. iv. p. 173. See also Cramcft Works, 
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Cbrifit ? responses : There is no place in 
Scripture that declareth this sacrament to be 
instituted of Christ" 

** First, for the places alleged for the same be 
no institutions, but acts and deeds of the apos- 
tles. Secondly, these acts were done by a 
special gift given to the apostles for the confir- 
mation of God's Word at that time. Thirdly, 
the said special gift doth not now remain with 
the successors of the apostles.^' 

" What is the external sign V* 

" The church useth Chrisma for the exterio 
sign, but the Scripture maketh no mention 
thereof." 

** What is the efficacy of this sacrament t" 

" The Bishop in the name of the church doth 
invocate the Holy Ghost to give strength and 
constancy, with other spiritual gifls, unto the 
person confirmed : so that the efficacy of this 
sacrament is of such value as is the prayer of 
the bishop made in the name of the church." 

It is a further confirmation of the views of 
these early reformers, that in the " Short Cate- 
chism of Plain Instruction containing the sum 

by Jenkyns, Oxford, 1833, vol. ii. pp. 18 and 101, where 
he is eqlially strong. 
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of Chrntiaa learning set forth by the King's 
Majesty's authority for all schoolmasters to teach, 
A. D. 1553, " the whole subject of confirmation 
is as entirely passed by as it is in the Shorter 
Catechism of the Westminster Assembly, and 
yet this is a work of fifty-five large octavo pages, 
and contains a full exposition of baptism, the 
Lord's supper, and every necessary truth.* 

And that these views continued to prevail ia 
the English church, even after the ordinance had 
been firmly established by Elizabeth, will appear 
from a letter written to his clergy by Archbishop 
Whitgift, in the year 1591, in which he com^ 
plains :* ** lam very sorry to hear that my breth- 
ren, the bishq)s of my province of Canterbury, do 
so generallif begin to neglect to confirm children, 
at least to call for, and exact the use both of it 
and of catechising children in the church by the 
minister, and of parents to send their childreui^ 
and to come thither themselves. These wants 
are now grown so common and offensive, by the 

' See printed both in English and Latin, in the Litnr* 
gies and Primer of Edward VI., by the Parker Society, 
p. 485. 

• See given in CardwelPs Documentary Annals of the 
Reformed Church of England, vol. ii. p. 23 
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iH effects which they are Tound to yield, that 1 
am in conscience urged very earnestly, and in 
the fear of God, to require your lordship and 
others my brethren the bishops, according to 
your pastoral care, and for the duty which you 
owe to God and his church, both in your own 
visitations from time to time, and by your arch- 
deacons, and other ecclesiastical officers, to 
give strict charge unto parents to come them- 
selves, or at least to send their children to the 
church at such times, and especially unto min- 
isters to expound unto them, and to examine the 
children in that little catechism^ which is allow- 
ed by authority ; and also at the baptizing olT 
infants to give that charge for bringing them 
unto the bishop to be confirmed, which by the 
Book of Common Prayer is prescribed/' 



BEcrraoN X. 

Presbyters as well as prelates were formerly allowed to coa- 
firm ; with concluding remarks on the historical teiCi- 
mony. 

But there it another assertion to which pre- 
latiealy not to say Romish, writers wiHingly 
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eommit themselires, and that 19, as Jeremy Tay- 
lor delivers it, that " bishops were always and 
the ONLY ministers of confirmation."' Now 
this position is just as remote from the truth in 
the case as the other. It is not thfe fact that 
prelatical bishops have been always, or alone, 
the ministers in confirmation. On this point 
Bishop Burnet uses strong language : " The 
INVENTION," he says, * *' that was afterwards 
found out, by which the bishop was held to be 
the only minister of confirmation, even though 
presbyters were suffered to confirm, was a piece 

OF SUPEESTITION, WITHOUT ANY COLOUR FROM 

80RIPTURE. It was settled, (that is, by this 
invented, superstitious law,) that the bishop 
only might consecrate the chrism ; and though 
he was the ordinary minister of confirmation, 
yet presbyters were also suffered to do it, the 
chrism being consecrated by the bishop." 

Jerome avers that even in his day ** there was 
nothing which a biihop can do, which a presby- 
ter cannot do — except ordination,"^ Martene, 

' This is the general position which is constantly as- 
Muned. 
* Pa tfas Thif ty-^ne Aitides, p. 354. 
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who qaotes this, aUows that it has been the 
cnstom of the Greek church in fi\ ages to eoD» 
firm (per simpUces saeerdatts) by presbyten 
merely, and that it was one objection urged by 
them against the Latin church that it did not 
permit presbyters to confirm. He admits far- 
ther that this practice was common to other 
churches also, as in Egypt, aceordtng Co the 
tesrtimony of Ambrosiaster. This practice was 
sanctioned by Rabanos ; was common in Spain, 
is appears by the decree of itscosncit ; was also 
common in France, as appears by tbe decisioits 
of two different councils; and was expressly 
sanctioned by Pope Qregory, who finding thai 
bis attempt to prohibit the pred>yters of Sardinit 
from confirming, was resisted by the churcheSf 
altered his infallible decree and oontintted to 
lliem the indefinite exercise of their previMs 
liberty. All this is admitted by this bigbesi 
RoiMfsh authority.^ And it is Airther manilbst 
tfiat the abore assoition is contradicted by aU 
tlie •? ideiice iMlduced ta prove that all ^oa On* 

' Pe Mliqpif E<soM« Bitiboi, Antpwrp^ 1796, 4¥Qia» 
fol. torn. I pp. 246, 247. See also 3amet on the Thirty* 
nine Articles, pp. 354, and Riddle's Christian Antiquities, 
p. 598. See ako Binii Ckmdlia ia locis. 
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. . f . * 

eotal charobes rejected the rite, and that ike 
S/rian church, the Waldeases, the ancient 
Qritish and Irish churches, never had any minich 
ters higher than presbjters. 

What, then, are we to think of writers and 
preaehera, living or dead, in Charleston, or at 
Oxford, who, KiTHBa ionorantlt or arro* 
OANTLT, authenticate such statements as the 
ones upon which I have been commenting, and 
which are necessarily involved in the very theory 
«f confirmation as a means of communicating 
prelatical and saving grace t If, through igfuh 
ranee, they can solemnly announce such things 
as facts, do they not proclaim themselves fit sue- 
feasors of the worthies of the dark ages;^ and if 
tbey can repeat them through prid^ and a desire 
to Sttstaio the dignity of their office and the 
Mpremacy of th§ir churoh, are they not doiqg 
•fil for a fancied good, perpetuating fraud kn 
IIm flake of favor, and blinding their own minds 
and the consciences of others, for the unworthf 
parpose of secnring their own party and secta* 
rian distinctions ? It is, indeed, amazing with 
wh^t effrontery such men can gather around 
them the cloak of self-righteous pharisaism, as 
they coolly say to other Christian churches 
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tffOiuii) tbeiBp " Be ye excomnniDicate ind eir 
ponged firom the list of Christian churches, for 
we are holier than ye, and alone posseia the 
j^omise and the grace of Christ and the pri?t- 
leges of his kingdom." But it is still more 
amazing how sensible, intelligent and candid 
men can listen to such exhibitions of ignorant 
bravado and intolerant bigotry, and not rise np 
against them in open and manly condemnation. 
But our. wonder, however great, must give place 
to the fact, however mortifying; and seek in 
something else than the truth and purity and 
charity of such a system, for those eleraenta 
which commend it, in spite of all contrary evi» 
deuce, to the predilections and unthinking pre- 
jadiees of many. 

Let it, however, be borne in mind, that in this 
doetriae of confirmation we have a fair type 
and specimen of prelacy ; and in the arguments 
by which it i^ sustained, a fair sample of the 
pounds on which all that is peculiar to tbe 
Uerarcby, rad claimed by it as par exoellenee 
its. own, is upheld. And just as assuredly as tbo 
torch light of investigation reveals the sand no 
which is built the fabric of confirmation, does it 
aleo disoloee ''the hay, wood, and stubUe/' 
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triiidli have been erected cm Aat 8«me (bmida* 
don, in the orders, rites, and pomps of ^rments 
tod of garniture, and wfateh all perish and are 
utterly oonsamed when tried by the fire of a 
searching intestigation. 



SECTION XI. 



C^Dfimati<ia injorioas t9 the «ha<ftoter of "God, and of his 
true Ministerf . 

I wfLL now dose tUs ^iscaaaioii with aome 
veAeetioiis. BW I woold have nj readers ta 
uild^stand why it Is necessary to spend time in 
examining and discussing this subject. In kself 
eoaskiered, eoofirwation is « sniall mutter; but 
m one of those marks by which Romamot* and 
ptelatists distinguish between a true w»i t 
lUse ^drarch, between thb ekimoi,io ommcy, 
#hich b the house and famify of Qod, out of 
in^ieh there is no ordinary possi^ltty -or salim* 
tien, and those eonveniicles of Samaiilaai, 
which can hope for aalvntioB oidy through vat* 
covenanted mercy, it becomes of essential Im^ 
port«ncew It is one of «lie bnttressea by wlMi 
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this ciladel of error is sustainedi and one of the 
ehief means by which it blinds and deludes the 
souls of thoughtless and unwary men. It is, 
therefore, in every way, and to a fatal extent, 
injurious, and to be openly reprobated. 

It is injurious to the character of God ; 
to God the Father, whose wisdom, love, and 
sovereign mercy it would tie down to a mere 
ontward and unmeaning ceremony, and to the 
ministry of men, of whom we have lamentable 
experience that they constitute very filthy 
CHANNELS for the exclusive communication of 
divine mercy ; to God the Son, who is the only 
head, legislator, and efficient source of grace 
and salvation to hb people, and who alone can 
institute and ordain ordinances for their ediiioa- 
fion ; and to Qod the Holy Spirit, whose pre- 
rogative it is to move upon the hearts of men, 
even as the wind bloweth where it listeth, un- 
fettered and unbound ; who cannot, therefore, 
be tied down to any rites, or ceremonies, timai> 
or places, walls, or persons, and to suppose 
whom subjected to lawn sleeves, carnal manipu- 
lations, holy water, greasy oil, and all the mum- 
meries and dumb signs of paganized Chris- 
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tianity/ is little short of blasphemy against his 
nature, and an utter denial of his personality and 
absdute Godhead. 

^ See Pagano Papimms, or, An Bxnct Parallel betweefi 
Jlome Pagan and Rome Chnstian, in their Doctrines and 
Ceremonies, by Joshua Stopford, B. D. X765. Lond. rep. 
1844. He quotes the following confessions at p. 3, and 
numerous others may be seen in Mas&acd's Conformity be- 
tween Modem and Ancient CeremonieSi Leyden, 1€6T, 
Lond. 1745, sec ch. i. 

** When I call to mind the institutiona of the holy mjra- 
leriea of ethnicks/' aays Beroaldua, '' I am even forced to 
belieye, that moat things appertaining to the celebration of 
our solemnities and ceremonies are taken thence. As for 
example : from the Gentile religion are the shaven heads 
of priests, tarings roond at the ahar, saotfificial pomp, and 
many such like ceremomes which our pH^sts n^eBmly use 
in our mystories. How maiy tbings (gpod GSod !) in oat 
religion are Uke to the Pagan religion ? How many rites 
common 1** — Apud Wolfium Lection. Memor. tom. i. p.9^7. 

Baronius confesseth, " That in many things there is a 
conformity between popery and pagankm ; that mBue^ 
tMags have been laudaUy translated from Geotils popor* 
slition into the Chiistian religien, hath been demonstrated 
by many eimmples, and the authority of Fathers. And 
what wonder if the most holy bishops have' granted that 
the ancient customs of Gentiles i^ould b^ introduced into 
(he worship at the troe Ood, from which it seemed inpotf- 
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ACTi^R OF Christ's true and oni^y miniis- 
TBR8, and aa utter contradiction to that sim- 
plicity, meekness, and lowliness, which are cbar«> 
acteristic of Christianity. In direct opposition 
to Christ's warnings, it makes essential to the 
church those who ** lord it over his heritJige ;*'* 

t&}\e to take off many, thottgh converted to Christianity.** 
-^AiinaL torn. i. ad anmim 58, p. 606. And he comes to 
particulan, ad amuim 44, p. 382 : " Anmvereary vigili 
thou hast ia Suetonius de Vespaniano, cap. vii. ; hcly wa» 
ter and sprinkling of sepulchres, in Juvenal Sat. 6> and 
others. Lights^ in Suetonius de Octavio." Candles and 
torches, in Seneca and Macrobius. Polydor Virgil having 
In several chapten described the ancient usages and super- 
•Ciiidns cttemonids of the pagan religicm, concludes that 
book with these words : ** And such was the beginning of 
sacred rites and ceremonies among the Ronians, a good 
part of which have we embraced," etc., de inventor, rerum, 
lib. iv. " The pomp of rites and ceremonies," saith Cor- 
nelius Agrippa, " in vestments, vessels, lights, bells, organs, 
mttdc, odors, sacrifices, gestures, rich pictures, choice of 
Beats, &stings,'' eto., are not the least part of religion^ 
4M the^, a little after, he adds* a gfeat part of wluch, at 
Eosebins testifieth> hath been taken from ethnicks, and re- 
odLv«d Into our religion. — ^De Vanitate Soient. etp. Ivi. 

' Hence even in this country we have now the titles ol 
<<The Lord Bishop," ''His Grace," with armorial seals^ 
and this even in the Protestant Episcopal church. 
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wtio *' eserobe lordship aad authorUy over his 
ministers ;'' who are *' called Raiibi^ and Father^ 
(right reverend father), and Master ;'' and trans- 
fbrm themselves into the apostles of Christ, say- 
ing that they are apostles when they are not ;" ' 
and has given to these dominion over the faith, 
and e?en over the salvation of men. And, 
whereas, Christ told bis ministers that '' all ye 
are brethren,"^ without distinction in order or 
in rank, and has solemnly declared that the Holy 
Ghost has made presbyters ^' the bishops of the 
flock,'' ^ this ordinance makes essential to its 
administration and to the reception of that 
measure of grace which is requisite for salva^ 
tlon, the admin istraticm of an order called 
hishops, who are described as superior to Chrises 
bishops, and to whom their name has been im- 
piously attributed, and makes the true bishops 
of Christ's appointment dependent upon these 
man-made bishops for their office, their authority^ 
their rights, and their grace to discharge the 
^ties even of ** inferior clergyJ* And it eati 

' &%e the author's Lectures of the Apoetolioal Saeces^ 
tixm, Leot. vi. pp. 137-143. 
' See preceding note. 
> See^cts 20 : 17, 28t and 1 Peter 5. 3. 
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be shown that through this ambition and ttsurpa- 
tion of prelates, and the consequent destruction 
of the parity of Christ's ministers, and the sini« 
plicity of Christ's ordinances, the enemy came 
in like a flood upon the church, and covered its 
fruitful plains with the mud, the seeds, and the 
rank weeds, of heathenish superstitions. For, 
with the introduction of pagan rites, came pagan 
doctrines ; and with the preservation of popish 
rites in the English and American prelatic " 
church, we have now living proof that Romish 
doctrines are still prevalent, and growing, and 
likely to become daminant over Protestant truth, 
which is shadowed and ** sicklied over " with^ 
the rank growth, and pestilent miasma of popish 
rites, garments, and traditions. " Difference of 
clerical rank has been the very element and 
princi{^e of all the pomp," pride^ ceremonies, 
gainful errors, priestcraft, hierarchical 2^ssump^ 
tions, intolerance and persecutions of the nom- 
inal church. Had the simple purity of the min- 
istry remained, then there would have been no 
pope, no cardinals, no archbishops, no prelates^ 
no inquiBitions, no established churches; no 
manifold orders of Frtnoiscans, Carmelites, 
Dominicans, Jesuits, l^nlghts Templiur, and 
If 

* ■ * . 
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Knights of St John; no endless varieties of 
saints and heroes, monks and nuns, coenobites 
and anchorites, and the innumerable orders, 
sects, schisms, crusades, wars, and murders, of 
,the Romish hierarchy. Nor is there in the his- 
tory of the church universal, a single instance 
of any church which lost the parity of minis- 
ters, which did not lose with it, her purity of 
doctrine, and her virgin simplicity of form.* 

* " The heathen " says Stopford in his Pagano-Papis- 
mus, p. 261, "had several religious orders, or confraterni- 
ties, of both sexes : so much is confessed by our adversa- 
ries."— Beyerlinck Magn. Tbeat. lib. v. p. 366 ; Polyctor 
Virgil, De Inventor, lib. vii. cap, 6. Th* Romans had 
tksir Vestal, Titian, or Tatian, Augustal, Antonian, .£Hao, 
Anrelian, Faustinian, and Salian Confraternities. — Alex- 
ander ab Alex. Genial, dier. lib. cap. 26. 

Thus our Romanists have several religious orders ; as 
Benedictines, Carthusians^ Bemardkie, Prsdioatpts, Car- 
melites, Jobannites, Antonites, Lazarites, Sclavonians, 
Gregonans, Ambrosians, Dominicans, Franciscans, Tem- 
plars, the Servants of Mary, the Brethren of the Cross, 
the Soldiers of Jesu« the Bare-footed, the Poor Brethren, 
the Brethren of St. James, the Brethren of St. Sophia, the 
Brethren of St. Helen, the Order of the VaHey of Jehoelia- 
phat, the Order of St. John, the Order of St. Briget, ihe 
Order of Shippers, the Order of Basil, the Order of dM 
3i|pca^^«^ ths Order of Wilhelimtes, the Order of Wmi- 
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SECTION XII. 

Confirmatioii is Ii^uriptis to tbe SaciaDMOt of 6aptiuii,aod 
to the Recipients themselves* Conckision. 

How INJURIOUS ALSO IS THIS ORDINANCE OF 
CONFIRMATION TO THE TRUE AND BEATEN* 
APPOINTED SACRAMENT OP BAPTISM f WtthoUt 

it baptism is declared to be imperfect, and in** 
sufficient to accomplish '' that whereunto Qod 
hath sent it." Man, forsooth^ mast supply what • 
was lacking in this divine appointment, and com- 
plete that which God had only begun. For in 
whatever light we consider baptism, whether as ' 
the sign and seal of the regeneration of the soul, 
the forgiveness of sins, the burial and mortifieih 
tion of the old man, the resurrection and quick- 
ening again of the new man, and the reception 
of all the beneto of the covenant of grace; or 

ceskites, the Order of Purgatory, the Order of the Dark 
Valley, the Order of Joseph, the Order of B. Mary de 
Mercede, with many more, to the number of sixty-five, 
sBomerated by Tileman Heshusius. — >Errore Pontif loc. 25. 
Mussard, who was a Huguenot clerg]rman, traces the 
Pope and the Romish orders of clergy distinctly to the 
same source, see cfa. ii. and Hi. 
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whether we regard it as the tetual eommanlet- 
tion of these blessings by an opus operatum effi- 
cacy, as Romanists and many prelatists affirm; 
r, * in either case, confirmation, by being made ne- 
cessary in order to supi^y grace sufficient for 
the full salvation of the recipient, assuredly 
vftonteth itMlf ov^. Qod*^ ovm sacrament, so 
that, to use the illustratioa of that heroic and 
persecuted aum, Tbomas Caitwright, '' as Itbr 
nutel tbe baatard would ha?e displaced leaac, 
the right begotten son, so this bastard ordinance 
of conSrmatioQ lifleth itself above the law 
ful ftaoaramestt of baptts^gu" Bapti<Hn, we are 
told, ** is aot perfect, without ft/' and in the 
epistle aaoribpd to Eusebiiis and M elbiades bisbr 
CUM of Rome^ it is affirmed that " aamRUA" 

l^ TUm m HOU TO BB BSVEIUBNQfiD TBAN IWS. 

sACftAMGNT oj- baptism;'" aud a« to Prelatioftl 
writers, without seeking out the ej^avaganciea 
of the moat ultra amcog them, il is enough to 
quote the sentiments of Bishop Jeremy Taylor, 
of whom Bishop Heber says :* ** There is, indeed^ 

' See fuithoiities of, in Cartwrighf s Confutation, p. 277, 
and Willet'B Sjrn. Pop. p, 817, etc. 

• See Works, voL i. Life of him by Heber, and Re- 
view of hii Works on Confirmation. 
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a dangerous consequence attendant on both Tay- 
lor's arguments, that, by limiting the gift oj the 
Holy Ghost to confirmation, he makes baptism 
taken by itself, of none effect, or at most, of 
no further effect, than as a decent and necessa- 
ry introduction to that which would be, on this 
hypothesis, the main and distinctive consignation 
of a Christian." 

Surely, therefore, when we thus perceive the 
true nature and tendency of this ordinance^ and 
how, like the holy days of man's devising, which 
obscure and give up to profanation the holy Sab- 
bath of God's institution, it vilifies and super- 
sedes the hdy sacrament of baptism, we may 
well say with l^ing.J[dXQfis, (who was not easily 
horrified with prelatical profanity,) when he 
beard the reasoning of his divines at the Hamp- 
ton Court conference,^ '' that arguing a confir* 
mituMi of baptism as if this sacrament withoot 
k were of no validity, is plainly blasphemous.*" 

And may I not add, that the ordinance of 

CONFIRMATION IS ALSO INJURIOUS TO ITS &ECI- 

* See the account of, in The Phoenii, Lond. 1707, vol. 
i. p. 139, &c. 

* See also CalTin^s strong remarks, in Institat., b.iv. ch. 
«iz. pp. 538^939, vol. ii. 
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PIBNT8 ANP TO THE CAUSE OF TRUE SPIRITUAL 

RBLioioM. "It b," as Archbishop Whately 
allows, '^ too ofleQ so mistaken and perverted aa 
to become an empty and upmeaninji|r form, or a 
dangerous snare/'' In the ca^ of those who 
consider that, in accordance with the Anglicaa 
rubric, all the qualification required for its re- 
ception is a competent knowledge of the cate^ 
chism and other formularies, it is the former. 
Such persons regard it in the same light as the 
ancient youths did the forms by which their en- 
trance upon the years of maturity was signalized 
(of which custom confirmation is doubtless a 
Christianized representation),^ as a kind of ho- 

1 Charges and other Tracts, Lond. 1836, p. 93. 

* The ceremonies connected with this event are thus al- 
luded to by Adam, in his Roman Antiqtuties, who refers 
to various aathorities : ** The ceremony of dianging* ^ 
toga vras performed wiA great aolemidty b«^»fe the imagis 
of ti^ lares, to wfapm the bnUa was conisorated, aometunef 
in the capitol, or they immediately went thi&er, or to some 
temple, to pay their devotions to the gods, (in a consecrated 
church.) Then the young man was conducted by his fa- 
ther or principal relation to the forum, accompanied by hi* 
fnends, (whose attendance was called OFFicnTic solsnitb 
TOOJB viRiLis, the ceremony of taking up the manly robO 
and there recommended to some eminent orator^ (his god- 
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Way display and season of festivity, gratulation, 
md pride; but as to any serious belief in the 
necessity of regeneration as a prerequbite qual- 
ification, they dream not of it They have been 
taught, as Bishop Mant words it, to " belieye in 
baptismal regeneration, and that there is no 
other regeneration," and they now therefore 
confirm their belief that there is no other, by 

filther,) whom he should study to imitate, whence he was 
said forum attingere vel in forum venire, when he began | 
to attend to public business, (and go to the communion.) -^ 
This was called dies togm virilitj or dies tirocinii, and the 
conductittg of one to the forum, TmocnnuM ; the young 
men were called tiuones, young or raw soldiers, because 
then they fiiBt began to serve in the army. 

" When all the formalities of this day were finished, tEe 
friends and dependents of the femily were invited to a feast, 
and small presents distributed among them, called sportuljb. j 
The emperors on that occasion used to give a largess to 
the people, gonchakiitM, so called from congius, a measure 
of liquids. Servius appointed, that those who assumed 
the toga virilis efcould send a certain coin to the Temple of , 
Youth. 

" Parents and guardians permitted young men to assume 
the toga virilii, sooner or later than the age of seventeen, 
as they judged proper ; under the emperors, when they had 
completed the fourteenth year. Before this they were 
considered as part of the family, afterwards of the state." 
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. becoming communicants while impenitent and 
nncon verted, and by thus swelling the ranks of 
fashionable, well-bred, and well-fed Christians, 
who worship God on Sunday, and perhaps on 
-•ome other holy days, and live the rest of their 

, time to eat and drink and be merry.' 

Oh, how terrible is the delusion with which 
this ceremony ensnares the consciences of mul- 
titudes ! All that impenitent and worldly souls 

* It would seem . now-a-days, if one may judge by 
Chaiieatou, that the rule is io act by contraries, for al> 
tkougb it is now» when I write, the season of Leict, it is 
the very " dog-day" season of gaiety, when the wealth, and 
time, and thoughts, even of communicants^ are lent to fimcy- 
balls,the preparation of '^ cosCUmes/' the race-course, thea- 
tres, &.c. Such persons, it is true, have, as we are in- 
formed, been publicly advised not to come to the ensuing 
communion, though they will Be, I suppose, perfectly wel- 
come to any subsequent communion. And by way of 
oranforting their hearts under this seyere rteommtndatwn, 
it has been lately enacted that in future no non-episcopal 
heretic, whether Presbyterian (who rank as arck-kereticsy 
or any other denomination, are to be permitted to approach 
the consecrated altar of an Episcopal communion, destitute 
OS they are of water-reoeneeation, and ooNFiRMATiozr- 
ARACE. Such an excommunication will surely strike terror 
' tavi dismay into the hearts of all who are exposed to the 
Mm of such maA-<aeated thunder. 
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desire is such '' ▲ form of godliness'' as will 
satisfy their conscience and quell its anxieties, 
aod yet not interfere with their enjoyment of 
the pleasures, the pomps apd the honors, of the 
world. And in what possible way could this be 
more effectually provided, than in this very form 
of confirmation I This form is sanctioned by 
** THR CHURCH," claims inspiration and divine in- 
gtiiutioii, and thus meets, as such persons im- 
agine, all the claims of God upon their hearts. 
Such is the authority of confirmation, and the 
influence it is capable of exerting. ^ And what 
ia its nature 7 Not now to refer to the idola- 
tries and anti-Christian absurdities which are 
taught in the Romish apostacy, and to confine 
our remarks to the prelacy, we remark that in 
the first place all that is required by the rubriq 
as a qualification for the rite, is that the candi. 
da^ ** can ^at the Creed, the Lord's Prayer^ 
and the Ten Commaadment^ and can also an- 
swer to such other questions as in the short 
e^echiim are contained." And this they are 
to do when they have '' now come to years of 
diforetion." So that, as far as tlie law goes^ 
there is not the slightest necessity that the can* 
didate should have ** knowledge to discern the 
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Lord's body/' ot that he should have experienc- 
ed that spiritual and saving change which Christ 
declared to be necessary, even for those who had 
been already baptized and circumcised, and 
made members of his outward, true, and visible 
church.* In the second place, in the catechism 
which the candidates are to be able ** to say or 
ANSWER," they are taught that by baptism " they 
WERE MADE members of Christ, children of God, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of God.'' This 
they are taught that it ^ their solemn duty now 
and ever " to believe." (2, 8.) And this is 
again fully taught them in another part of even 
this short catechism ; and that the general teach- 
ing of the Episcopal church is to this effect, is 
proved by the explicit authority of Archbishop 
Whately, who is so moderate on many subjects. 
For in his explanation of confirmation, under the 
head of ** Explanation of Words in the Service," 
where the Bishop, ^^ in all the plenitude of Epis* 
copal grace" and authority, thanks God ^ w«o 

BAST VOUCHSAFCn TO RCQEllfiRATB BIS SIR- 

TABms (i. e., all who can say the creed, ^^^) 
bf water and the fioly Ghost, and hast giY«n unto 

^ See John e. Hi. 
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them PORoivBNBra op all their sins." Arch- 
. bishop Whately says the term " regenerate 
means bora again so as to become new crea- 
tures/' and refers in proof to the passages in the . 
catechism, and to the third chapter of John.* ^^ 
And thus does this ceremony, in three ways, 
lid ap its voice against a fundamental doctrine * 
of God's word, and ensnare the souls of men; 
pronouncing them to be new created in Christ 
Jesus, and having all their sins forgiven by the 
necessary, operation of their baptismal service ; * 
and in virtue of it, ratified and confirmed as re- 
generate and completely forgiven, whenever they 
can *' say'' the catechism and other formulas, 
and make the necessary promises. Surely, all 
the efforts of a few evangelical men cannot lift 
up a standard against such a flood of ungodli- 
ness as is thus poured into the church, since it 
is confessed that there is '* an almost universal 
defection" among the recipients of these outward 
rites throughout the Anglican church. 

On the other hand, to those who have been 
led by devout and " too superstitious^* mothers 
to believe that '' there is some mystical virtde 

* See p. 16 of this separate Pamphlet. 
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* in the rite of confirmation/* though the recipi- 
ent may not exactly understand its meaning/ 
it hecomes " a dangerous snare." It binds their 
, souls in the chains of superstition and slavish 
fear. They become the victims of priestcraft, 
and are led to look for grace, comfort, and sal- 
vation, to rites and forms and priestiy ministra- 
tions, and not to that blood and righteousness of 
Christ, which are able to cleanse from all sin, 
and to give peace and joy and assurance to every 
troubled soul. Thus are they in bondage all 
their lives through fear, and are chained down 
in darkness and death, while the sunshine of life 
and heavenly blessedness is shining resplendent- 
ly above and around them. Promising them 
liberty,, they are brought into a worse bondage 
than before, a double bondage to sin and re- 
morse and fearful forebodings, and to a vica- 
rious dependence on the grace of priestly me- 
diators, who may be lusting after their persons 
instead of seeking the salvation of their souls. 
And what can pastors in such a church do? 
If they refuse to present such persons for confir- 
mation, this ** fundamental rite" of the church 

* WJiitely on Romiflh Errors, p, 161,Eng.c(L «. iii. } 6. 
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ttSls into neglect, and thus even if ccmscious of 
their unfitness, they may he tempted to band 
them orer to the bishop^ to be confirmed » not 
in grace, bat in their gracelessness and hopeless 
impenitency. And if such pastors are.ithem^ 
selves evangelical, and refuse to present any but 
those who have given satisfactory evidence of 
their conversion, (not to say that their decision 
may be arbitrarily overruled by a Puseyite ' 
bishop)' of what value, we ask, in such a cwm, 
is the rite of confirmation, and what grace can 
it impart, which has not been already given, or 
which will not be received through a faithful 
use of the Lord's supper, and the other means 

> So says Archbishop Whatelf, Origin of Romiifa £r- 
ior», p. 161, as above. 

* See Ecclesiastical Republicanism, by the author, where 
this is shown, and the spiritual despotism latent in the 
canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church, is unmasked 
and developed. And if, as has occurred,a Piisejrite bish^, 
who believes in all that Cavey believed, and m all that Pn- 
my has tao^, even in his Seimon on the Eucharist, where 
a minister refused to baptize a child, could himself become 
sponsor and thus constrain baptism, why may he not also 
secure admittance to confirmation of those who have re- 
ceived water-rtgeneration, when they can sat the creed, 

11 
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of holy lifing t The answer is wid. must be, 

^aonc. 

The ecAdosioa, then, of the whoJe matter is^ 
that to leally converted and regenerated persons 
this riu5 is useless, if not r^her positively danger- 
^Q8, as it may lead them to rely upon it for some 
mysterious pbblatical grace, since they do m* 
approach it until possessed of that very hbav- 
BKLY grace which it is aflSrraed to convey, and 
which they, by the supposition, already enjoy ; and 
that in reference to all otliers the rite is eith^ 
** an empty and unmeaning form," " a dangei»> 
ous snare," or a confirmation in iMPSNiTfiMoa 

AND SIN. 

Right thankful may we be, therefore, that our 
churches are delivered from this ceremony, 
since the Devil has wiles and snares enough, 
without digging for him new and dangerous pit- 
falls. And most grateful should we be to God 
that this source of hatred, malice, and uncharit- 
ableness, which shuU up the bowels of oompas* 
sion of Romanists and prelatists against all who 
reject il, h^s not been retained to poison tbs 
fountain of our feelings, and throw over so many^ 
of whom we can hope charitably, the dark 
mantle of condemnation and death. And if, as 
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we hare seen by the confession of hs adrocattt, 
the partieipation of confirmation cannot prevent 
^ an almost vnitfersal defection" among the 
regenerated and conlirmed children of thm 
ciraRcn, we need not fear the charge of pr^ 
sumption^ or rashness^ if we hope better things 
of those upon whose heads the hands of conse- 
crated prelates have never passed. 

To conclude : either confirmation is essential 
to full membership in thv onirxcHy and ther^ 
' Ibre to salvation, or it is not. If it is, then 
what has become of the miUions who have con»- 
nrantcated in that church withont- baptism, or at 
least without confirmation 1 In Roman CathoKe 
countries it is declared that in large dioceses, 
through the inability or indifference of the 
bishops, numbers die without confirmation.'-^ 
'^Such a sentiment," 9aysCaIvin»' *' condeUMfi 
ill the apostles, and a number of martyrs, who, h 
is certain, had never received thia unction. Per 
the holy chrism, the perfusion of which would 
complete their Christianity, or rather make them 
Christians from being bo Christians at all, bad 

^ S«e in WiUet's Sym. PaiK» and Cartwright's Confut,, 
p. 977, &c. 
■ laptiL, b. m c. Mix* ( ix, p. 5S9* vd. d. 
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not then been nunufaetured. BiUjt these ohria* 
matics abundantly confute themselTcs, without 
ray saying a word. For what number of their peo- 
ple do they anoint after baptism ? Why then do 
they suffer such 8eaii<*Christiansin their own com.'* 
B^nity, from an imperfection which they mighi 
easily remedy 1 Why do they, with such supine 
negligence, suffer them to omit that which can- 
not be omitted without great criminality ? Why 
do they not more rigidly insist upon a thing so 
necessary and indiiq|>ensable to salvation ; unless 
any one be prevaaited by sadden death ? Surely 
Irhile they suffer il to be so easily despised, they 
tacitly confess it not to be of so much importance 
at they pretend it to be." 

Archdeacon Blackburne in his critical con^ 
mentary on Archbishop's SeckePs letter con^ 
naming bishops in America^ argues 'VShall we 
then lay it down for a rule, that it belongs to the 
nature of E^iscc^ churches, that all their 
members should \^ confirmed? If it does not, 
the colonists may do without it. And that it 
does not, appears frc»n the practice^ and indeed 
from the constitution of the Church of England* 
In several Dioceses there are no confirmations 

-> FUltddpbnu lT71,p. Ip. 
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fer s^«rai yeia-s* Bj Cahoa oxir. if pcr«dbt of 
the age of (Sixteen do Bot eoiiiiiraiiicate» thej are 
to be presented to tke Archbitliop, fay (be oiiti- 
iffter, churcbwardens, <&c. In ^onaequevace of 
this eaoon, tbouaanda receiTe the comnuiiiioD 
who were nerer confinxiedy because they never 
had an opportanity. And when aueh comoumi** 
eantB present themsdvea ior confirmation, thegr 
aretdd, it is not proper, after they have eomaia^ 
nioated ; which shows that> how utefol soerer 
eonfirmatioo nmy be, where it eaa be had, wshei^ 
it cannot, it is, by the constitution of the Church 
of England herself, unnecessary. And tiler 
this, would it be sufficiently respectful to my 
Lords thd Bishops, or indeed to oar excellent 
establishment to say, that such and such people 
of Cumberland, for instance, or Northumberlafl4i 
or the Welsh counties, are denied ooafirmation, 
nnlesi they will go to London for it? Or that 
they are in efihct prohibited the exercise of one 
paf t of their religion f 

I find, loo, from Dakho's History, that while it 
it true, as we hafo seen, that in all her other 
e<^onies, the members of the Church of Bngland 
were allowed to get to heaten as well as they 
could without this '* fundamenla) rHe^^ that 
llf 
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eobiraMlaoii was admintMered bfio^h CatolWi^ 
for the ^nt time in the year 1813, '' to « con* 
fidertUe number of persons many of whom wert 
in ad?aneed years.'* ^ 

Now if the grace of confirmation was essenl^al 
to enable all these millions of aoyls to li?e holy 
lives, it was equally neocSssary to enable them to 
die iuAj and happy deaths ; and where then can 
dMy all be now, if there is neither a purgatory 
Ivor « limtms patrum — where the negligence of 
their pastors here may he rectifi^, and their 
sdvation comi^eted T 

And if; on the other hand^ these facts show the 
Qtler abisordtty and downright blasphemy of such 
a conckwion as to the eternal state of milliom^ 
it demonstrates the rsAOTiCAL vmbbuisf of both 

fBM ROMmn AMD THE PEBLATIQAL CSURCHES UC 
YHB MTIMB OfiMlN OB MKCXSSITr OF TUtt OBDUIr 
▲BeE : IMPBCS8SS UPON THSBITB rtSBLF TBB BBMb 
OF man's DBVISIN6 { AND 8tA9iPS WITH UNUTTBA- 
ABLE 8C0BN AND * CONDEMNATION THB HABIK 
HBABTBDNSSS OF THAT BIGOTBr WBlCHf FOB THBIB 
BSIBCTION OF WCTGH A BITS, CAN ANATHEMATIZE, 
BXCCIIttUNlCATB> AND BZCLUDE FBOM COVENANT^ 
XBBCIBS MILI40NS OF ChBIST's FBM-BOBN JLM9 
BBAYtn-nOBM OHILMtBM, 

* ist fikt ^<hift fM.Ep.qk.mBC. 
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A FORM OF PUBUC CHRISTIAN PROFESSION : 

SCRIPTURAL, REASONABLE, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PRACTICE OF THE FRUCITIYE AND OTHER CHX7RCHES. 

We will now offer some remarks on that form of 
public profession of religion, which is commonlj'' 
used in Congregational and Presbyterian Churches 
in this country. Where this form has not been in 
use, and its many advantages therefore unknown, 
opposition to it may naturally be expected.— 
Against any thing which has the appearance of 
innovation there will always exist much prejudice, 
especially if what is thus enforced makes any de- 
mand upon self-denial, or requires any effort and 
^ling. In those prejudices which array them-* 
selves against a public introduction to the church 
and a puhlie profession of faith, the author has in 
time past participated. Feeling confident, however, 
tbat it would not be employed without good reason, 
he earefuUy examined the subject, and the result 
V99M a very deep conviction of its importance and 
pfopriety. That others may look at it in the atom 
pgoDt of light, and regard U with similar fealiaft 
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of approbation and interest, the groundfl upon 
which thii judgment was formed shall now be 
given. A public profession is; we think, of great 
importance, 

1st Because it is Scriptural 

2d. Because it is in accordance with the custom 
of the primitive church. 

3d. Because it ia in some form retained in every 
church; and 

4th. Because it is reasonable and advantageous. 

Such a form is Scriptural. To understand tiis 
allusions which are made to this subject in the New 
Testament, it will be necessary previously to con- 
sider the practice of the Jewish church, as this was 
in very many things imitated in the Ohristiao 
church, aod ia particularly followed in the Preaby- 
larian form of church goven^nent, which is mo- 
delled aHer the government and discipline ol the 
Jewish Synagogue, 

There is, then, sufficient evidence to prove that 
proselyte to Judaism, both they and their chil- 
^n, were iatroduced to full memberriup in the 
Jewish church by baptism and circumcision. This 
practice is thought by Jewish writers to be as old 9a 
the time of Jacob; aad all the nation of Israel, as 
With one mouthy assert that they and their prooe^ 
lytes were always brought into the covenant by bap* 
imm. ^ Wheasoever," says MakoeDidea, ^logr 
hscihen will betake htmself and be joined im4bm 
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covenant of Israd, and plaeo himself under the 
win^ of the divine nwjedty, and take the yoke of 
the law upon him voluntarily, eircumeision, bs^titniy 
and oblation, are required : but if it be a woroa% 
baptism and oblation ;" and in the Babylonian Qe« 
mara it is written, '< He is not a proselyte until he 
He circumcised and baptized."^ 

It is also as unquestionable, that when candidates 
for admission to the Jewish church were thus bap- 
tized, the prosdyte was examined as to his faith) 
and required to make a public profession of his be- 
lief. In this matter the Jews were very scrupulous, 
Bar the admisBion of a proselyte was deemed no 
Ug^t matter, since, if not truly sincere, such persons 
were thought to be very dang^ous.' When a 
proselyte or proselytess came to be admitted into 
the Jewish church, it was therefore inquired who* 
tfaer the individual entered into thai religion for 
riches, or preferment, or fear. If the answer wm 
in the negative, the offioiating minister then pro^ 
ceeded tosmte all the difficulties he would eneounr 
ti^ in sustaining his professicm ; if still firm, the 
fundamental doctrines of the Jewish law were re- 
peated to him with the penalties aiul rewards at- 

* Lightfoot, vol. ii. p. 55-56. See slSo vol. iii. p. 39» 
where infant baptism is taught. See also Lewis's Heb. 
Rwp^ vd. ii, p. 457. 

* Idghtfbot, vol. ii. p. 60. 
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taehed to ^era, and he was told ttiat if obedient^ be 
would obtain tbe life of the world to come : if diso- 
bedient, he would endijre everiastlag miseiy. Alt 
of which, if the individaal truly profeiised tiiat h* 
believed and was witling to receive) he was fortb- 
With circumcised^ 

When recovered from this painful operatton, ho 
was brought to the water^ and while standing in it 
was again acquainted with the great and smaU 
eommandments, and upon eignification of his as* 
sent to them, or if an infant, upon the assent of the 
parents, baptism was administered. * 

Buch is a brief declaration of the order (Nvsoed 
by the Jews, in the introduction of a proselyte to 
^e full participation of all the privileges of tiMir 
church. If necessary, we might abundantly eoo- 
firm the truth of these statements here given. AH 
fliat is essential to our present purpoie is the B»t^ 
that in the admission of a converted heathen to tiie 
Jewish church, some fbrm of public renunciation <^ 
his previons errors, and adoption of his nevT ikitk| 
was adopted.- This fact will not, we presyme, be 
questioned by any. 

With this In view, let us then proceed to examiae 
certain passages in the New Testament, which, it 
is to be remembered, were written by Jews, and 

* See Ligfatfoot, vol. ii. 60, 61 ; vol v. 9SM4i mki 
Uwifl*! Heb. Repub. rtA. U. pp. 499*467. 
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primmnlf wi& a speeial f dereooe to Jewn, who 
irere always the first to whom the divine message 
of Mdvatioo was presented. We shall find that 
tbere is, insoae passages, a manifest reference al* 
Insion to this familiar and existing practice, whilff 
others can only be rescued from apparent obscurity 
by kilerpreting them as baring reference to it. 

There are a number of passages in which the 
▼ery word profession^ occurs in some one of its 
fbvms. Such are the following : 

^ Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on etenwl 
life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast pro- 
fisssed a good profession before many witnesses." 
1 Tim.vi.12.1 

<<That if thou shalt confess, with thy mouth, the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt belieye in thy heart, tlkit 
God hath raised him fVom the dead, thou shalt be 
saved." Rom. x. 9. 

<< Seeing, then, that we have a great High 
Priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession." Heb. 
iv. 14. 

" While by the experiment of this ministration, 
they glorify God for your professed subjection unto 

' These words, ssys Seyei]8ner« sre to he ezplamed of 
tbst ingemiovis and wAy sincerer ^aStmoa, wlii«h in rever- 
MMM is m&de to €rod — whkh we have made to Him fif 
Mlhin^iisHighPnest. See. hw Lem. in VoU Test 
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the goBftX of Christ, and for yonr liberal dMr'An- 
tion unto tbem, and tmto all men" (2 Cor. Ix. 13) ; 
— that is, <'for the obedience of yoor coc^eeaoo to 
the gospel, or yonr obedient proieasion of the go0- 
fel." 

^Whosoever therefore will confeai me before 
men, him also will I conlees belbre my Father 
which is in heaven." Matt x. 3. 

" Also I aay unto you, whoeoerer shall confeM 
me before men, him ^lall the Son of Man oanfedB 
before the angels of God." Luke xlL 8.^ 

' The origifiAl nvord la these pttsages, is i^o>oy£«, saii 
the verb i/ioX«y€(i». I have carefully ezamliied into the 
meaning of these words, in the Greek LexicographeiB. 
Schlensner gives as the fijtst ami proper meaiiiag of the 
noim, ^ assent, coasent— a covenant ;" and by metonyme, 
''that concerning which it is thus covenanted or agreed'* 
-—also, *' a league." In the Septuagint, the word answeis 
also to the word, vow, and ognifies, " voluntary oblation.*' 
Bretschneider sanctions this interpretation, adding, as a 
full New Testament meaning, " public profession." Leigh 
gives the meaning, '* to bear witness of one, plainly and 
sincerely, and to acknowledge us as his own ; frankly and 
boldly to profess what we hold in matters of religion.'* 
Whence 'in ecclesiastical history, those professions which 
Christians made publicly before their judges, and- in view 
of torture and death, were called by this naine^ and bf a 
- corresponding one, oonfeasicns. [&ee Leigh's Grit Se«a, 
and Buiceri Thenanis, p. 475, torn. iL] In tha Qmtk 
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If it were neeeamity, we roi|^t take tip these sev- 
eral passages in detail, and inquire whether they 
are not ail fooaded upon the supposition of some 
form of Christian profession, correspondent to what 
hcul been always customary in the Jewish Syna- 
gogue, and by which those who embraced the gos- 
pel were introduced into the church, and became 
publicly known as the disciples of Christ — ^whieh 
would therefbre expose them to opposition and re- 
proach—call attention to their conduct — and which 
they would feel bound to maintain, even unto death. 
TbM such is &e allusion, can scarcely be doused. 
Kor is that more general explanation commonly 
gftven of these passages, inconsistent with this y but 
cm the contrary, corroborative of it There are, 
however, o&er references in the New Testament^ 
in addition to these, which can be explained only 
on the assumption of the truth we are endeavoring 
to establish. We can show very clearly, for in- 
stance, that in the primitive church, those who man- 
ffested a desire to join the church, were arranged 
iu classes, where they were for some time instruct- 
ed in the Christian doctrines, and when prctparf^d, 
were publicly baptized, on their making a profes- 
sion of their faith.* Now, to this practice there 

wiitefs, duB t«na meaps, " openly to say, affinn, witness, 
md declare, etc, what is thus openly aflferaed." 
1 See a dissertation on the Catsdietieal IbscvDetion ef 
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seemt imliibttable refei'eiioe in tbe New Testaraeiit 
Thus, in bifr epittie to the Remsms {n. 20% tfa» 
apostle addrenet the Jew ae oae who was "aa iii<^ 
•triietor of the fooUgh^ & teaisher o( babes^ whieli 
hast the form of knewiedge and of the truth in thtt 
law.'' The correapondeDt Jewish praetke is have 
plainly mentioned, and £tllusion eTidontly made te 
the catechumen and tiis class, the Jeiw» beings ae* 
customed to call their luroftelytes ^^ new horn iil&Ata 
orbahes." 

In Rom* WL 17, we read of a &>tm of doetriii# 
which >ms delivered unto you,'' which Dr« Hamr 
mond thus pamphrftses : *^ that summary of Chfi^i' 
tian doctrine, to the belief and praaiice oi' whieh y^ 
were delivered up and solemnly c«asecratf4 ii^ 
your baptism."^ 

In 2 Tim. i. 13, allusion is also made to thia 
'* fbrm of sound words," which Archbishop Tiilot- 
son, in accordance with Doddridge and others, e:^ 
plains of that profession of faith which was made b]r. 
Christians at their baptism." This also must b« 
the meaning of 2 Tim. ii. 2, where the words 
"many witnesses," seem plainly to refer to tho^ 

the Apostles, by Walch, in the Biblical Repertory* iof 
1827, pp. 40-88. 

^ See tUsa Doddndge's Psrepfanse, Mboknight, ] 
field, Benson, BsseomaUer^ etc., etD. 

> 9m alsft Yfhiihf sa 2 TiA. u. SL 
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coD^egation of people, who wereprefientat the time 
of Timothy'e baptism when he made a public profes- 
tion of his fkith. 

In Heb. v. 12, it is said, " For when for the time 
ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one 
leach you again which be the first principles of the 
oracles of God ; and are become such as have neei 
^milk, and not of strong meat." That is, « where- 
as you ought now to be fit to teach or prepare 
others for baptism, you require again to be instructed 
with the catechumens." 

In Heb. vi. 1, the apostle urges ^ose whom he 
Addressed not to be satisfied with that amount of 
knowledge they had obtained while preparing for 
their Christian profession, but to seek for a more 
enlarged acquaintance with the Christian doctrine. 
** The doctrine of baptisms," (or of baptism, the 
plural being used for the singular,) cannot receive 
ttoy olher satisfactory explanation than "the form 
of doctrine which was processed at ^e baptisms of 
CJhristians;" or if the phiral is retained, it will refer 
lo the knowledge of the difierenee between the 
'iawit^ and Chtistian baptismal profession.^ 

Luke i. 14^ ^ That thou mightest know the eertain- 
if of those fhiags wherein thou hast been instruct- 

> This paisage is illustrated at length by Wakh, in the 
^Uioal Repertory hr 1827, pp. 56-61, as containing the 
topics of the sslsehiitoRl iDflrieiiim of the i^[Ki0tl 
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edJ^ There k berelhe intine BM»uon« Tlie object 
of the Evsngellit yiras to establish Theophilus more 
thoroughly in " the helief of those things which w«« 
taught him in order to prepare hfei for baptism."* 

A similar phrase occurs io Acts xviu. 25, '' Thi* 
man was instructed in the way of the Lord : and 
being fervent in the spirit, he spake cuad taught dili- 
gently the things of the Lord, knowing only the 
baptism of John." Here, as in Luke, the Greek 
word is ^^cateehumenos," Uiat is, ooe cateobeticafly 
. instructed, or instructed as a catechumen,' in order 
to baptism. So in GaL vL 6, << Let him that it 
taught in the word Communicate unto him thai 
teacheth in all good thtfigs." The first ps^ of ^ 
sentence may be rendered, << Lei him that k tlHa 
eatecheticaliy instructed," which words would be 
unintelligible without the explanatloii we have 
given. 

The necessi^ of this open profession of the (ua* 
damentalfl of religion in cases of adtdt baptism, oi 
by those who brought tiieir chiidi'en to the Lord ie 
this appointed sacrament, is taught by Christ hhsi* 
self in Matt xxviiL ld-20, *< Go ye therefore) and 
teach all nattoos, baptizing them in the name of the 
Fathiur, and of the Son, and of the Holy GhocA; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 

> Sec HMuM&d ie loo*. 
. * fits PmIs^s SjmtfMis iB IsDtt* 
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hMt^ ^ommsmded fen: and lo, I ma with foetaX- 
m^ya^ ev&i unto the end of the worid.'' The min- 
ivteraoT Christ mne here oemamiuled to "disciple 
»U iiation«'''^that is, solo uMtFuct them that tbef 
may he pr^ared for a prof^siiioo of their fiuthf 
e^d l^ thue haeominff disoiples may he thus mtro* 
disced to the Christtan ohnreh. 

To these examines may be added Heh* x. 2^ 
^Let ushpld Jfosl the profession of our laith without 
w^eijn({," "Faith id here," saya Ovren,^ " token ia 
both the priaoipAl aoceptaUons of it; aMdeiy, that 
faith whereby we beU^ and the faiUi or doe? 
trine which we do beUeve* Qf both which we 
9i^e the siMine profession, of one as the iawurd 
jHTinGiple ; pf the other, as the outward rule. This 
polf^mn.profesiieQ of onir faith is twoHfoid. 1. l» 
fial 2p 9y the wayof icojOlieuittien ^i all the aoli 
upd dMtjiM r^eired thereuioto. The Inst is a sob 
«mn giving up of ourselves to Christ, in a pro^MS* 
ed subjection unto the gospel, and the oi^inanees 
of divipe wpifphip therein contained. This of old 
waa done by all men, at their first accession unto 
Qod ij^ the asaeml^li^ of the church. The apostle 
falls it, tl^e begioning of our eonfidei^oe^ or subsist- 
efKoe ia Christ and the ehurch, chap, iii 6.— And it 
was ordinarily, in the primitive times, aceompanied 
voth exce^ent gr^^pes and privilegefirf" 

\2* 
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Sb «Im Ike pamge in 1 P6(er, Mi Si, <« TfM mr« 
figure whereunto baptism doth now save us — not the 
putting away the filth of the flesh) but the antwer of 
» good contdenee t&mard GodJ* «*The word 
translated 'answer,' ^ says Sietger, ^Is most com* 
sionly referred to the questions which were prefer* 
red to the candidates for bapdsm, and which con* 
tained a confession of their faith, and abo a renun- 
dation of the Devil. (Comp, August ad Catecfa. L 
iff. c. 1 : Ambrose de Sacrament c^ if. Lo Tertul* 
lian Antigorastlcus, 03rprian.) This very generally 
f^ceived interpretation Grotius and Glericus endea* 
▼ored to coofirm fVom the judicial phraseology."^ 

There is an expression in 1 Cor.xr. 29, which 
has excited much controversy, but which, in this 
view, is susceptible of explanation : ^ Else what ehaB 
Uiey do which are baptized )or the dead, if the dead 
rne notat all ? Why are they then baptized for the 
dead V^ The meaning of this much contro?ertetf 
passage appears to be this : << If there is no resurree^ 
lion, why have such individuals, at their baptismi 
professed their faith in tiiis resurrection of the deibd, 
as being made certain to them by the fkck of the 
resurrection of Christ, tiie first fruits of them that 
sleep? Why, if they have any idoubts on the sub- 
ject of the resurrection, did they makie this ptiU&$ 
declaration of the faith hi which this doctrine ia ex* 

> Stdger OB the Fiist Epikle of Peter, Tot. iil p. Ml. 
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p^e88ed V That fhis interpretatkHi of diii passa^ 
18 .most probable, and was early adopted in the 
ehareh, we might adduce abandant testimony t9 
prove.* 

Hear also the words of the apostle as contained 
in his Epistle to the Ephesians, iv. 4 : " There i« 
one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 
one hope of your calling." We are here reminded, 
as we may interpret it, that there is "one body of 
doctrine which is every where professed at bap> 
tknu" This, we apprehend, is what is meant also 
by ^ the mystery of faith," which is to be held in a 
ptire conscience (1 Tim. iiL 9), <^the mystery of 
godliness" upon which, as upon a pillar, the pep* 
manence and purity of the Christian church rests^ 
that ^ truth as it is in Jesus," to which, at baptism^ 
every believwr had given hiff assent This is that 
^ faith** for which, as the apostle Jiade admonishes 
OS, we are *< earnestly to contend, as having been 
delivered to the saints," not only in the sacred vol* 
mne, but in that public profession also which was 
made of it on entering the Christian church. This 
form of profession was also, we think, in the apos- 
tle's view, when Christians are declared by him to 

' See a Tieatise on, in Thesanros Philolog. torn. ii. pp. 
5G3-564; see abo Suiceri Thesanms, where he quotes 
TsrtalliaB, Peter Martyr, etc., etc. Also Dr. Hammond 
«i the New Testament. 
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he <'Upttz9d ioto ;mq%" mi ""m^ Vrndm^"* m^ 
^ into Christ." The ordioance of baptism was the 
iofltitqted way Vy which public admissioo into the 
church of Christ was obtaiaed ; and when per^^uis 
were thus introduced, and as necjBssary to such ad- 
mission, a pvbUc profession of their faith was givm 
in the presence of tl)e many witnesses who would 
be, on s^ch ai^ occiuiion, n^eessanly convened. 
This gftve origi« to the Ciuistian symbols ^r creed% 
which at first were very brie^ ben^use Uttle coor 
Iroversy b^d ertsen upon poialB of doctrine^ bo| 
which were gredually extended «> their preseof 
fvrm, as pae aind-aBotber doetrinie esteemed fuedi^ 
Bseatal was disputed or denied. This lonotibQl wm^ 
to the early Christiaiwi^ as-en anoienti wrilegbeeotf- 
fttiljr says, wimt simiUMr i^ra^cv, aod the eeoMI 
watchword, and the same mode of eei&b^ weie 
Uk ea anmy s H^ pieaerved them frpm irtvategem ead 
deeeit— 4t discovered the traitinrouff hypocrite wbe 
would come to then, to deeefve end deetroy-^whib 
it bound ihem to eaeh other end in oae m^M mmh 
by the fofoe of sympftthy aAd vmtmi egreeisiewt,* 

We have tbtn?, with all brevil3r,.mBde e very ew- 
eory e](amiiiatkM[i of the New Tes^i^eiit, in i^ 
bearing upon this subject. Our hypothesis is, that 
from the very beginning of Christianity a publie 
profession of iheir faith, more or less fo rmsd 

1 See quoted in Suiceri Thes. rol. ii, p. 106^ fpt. 
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detailed, was required and given, by all who were 
added to the church ofChnst. We felt authorized 
to make this supposition ^m the fact, that such a 
profession tff faith, according to the usage of the 
Jewish synagogue service, was demanded,a san es- 
sential prerequisite to an enrollment among true 
Israelites, from all their proselytes. Of this foct 
there can be no reasonable doubt Now it is also 
admitted by the most learned mvestigators into the . 
origin of the Christian church, that being founded 
at first among the Jews, and addressing itself to the 
Jews, it was moulded in its ecclesiastieal fbrms and 
polity by the usages of the Jewidi Synagogue. 
There is, therefore, ^le greatest possible antecedent 
probability, ^lat the fbrms and order of worship m 
the Christian church would be found etrictly analo^ 
gous, as far as admissible, to those followed in the 
Jewish Synagogue. It is also further evident that 
this being so, and the Christian worship and gov- 
ernment being accordant to a form and order al- 
ready in use, and perfectly familiar to all the church- 
es, and to all who were particularly addressed in 
the New Testament, we are not to expect very 
dUtiiKtwad positive declarations on subjects about 
which there would be no discusiion, no difficulty, 
and for which dedamtioos therefore, there would be 
no urgeirt need. All whioh we are reaoooably to 
expect in &e New Teetaaiei^ will be, that if such 
practicee were latrodxieed into the ChiMma ohurch 
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itsi langaage wili be foaad adapted to such existing 
euftoias — that it will not contradict and plainly set 
Ihem aside--or that it will contain expressions and 
mUusions which harmonize with them, or appear 
evidently to imply their existence.' 

Now when with this view we. open the inspired 
voljame and peruse its contents, we do in fact find 
that it most wonderfully accords with these previous 
expectations — that it does harmonize with the sup- 
position of the transference to the Christian church, 
of those regulations of the Jewish Synagogue^ 
which were not a port of the Jewish ceremonial, and 
Jfaerefore did not pess away with it— that it does 
frequently imply their continuance — that it does ap* 
fear frequently to allude to them^^-and that only oo 
this su{^Bitioii|.many passi^ges can be fully un- 
derstood. We are therefore brought, by the amount 
of this inciden^l testimony, (which will not be inn 
jored sbould any one or a few of the interpretations 
on which it rests be questioned,) to the eoaviction 

* Hence it is that, as Presbyterians, we ri^tly argae 
diat, inasmuch as in the JeVish Synagogae there wera 
Bishops, or Presbyters, or Angels, Elders and Dsaooas, te 
very silence of Scripture as to any other or highsf cordtn 
of ministers, and the espreM ass «f thcsa tenns, ihns ssed 
and thtts taiflkr, SsirMlhigaUa proof that no aAmt< Mc tm 
than these waie cofc rtnw s d sAsr t» apdstksP tins NK#» 



Digitized by Google 



AI»PBNI»IZ MM 

that a form of piublfo |n'(^l»8ioil of faith was used 
in the Christian churdi from its very commence* 
ment.^ 

' That the argnncient founded upon these incidental al^ 
Insions is strong, is shown from the rule of interpretation 
laid down by eminent writers, and which is thus stated by 
Bishop Bethel — ^'* Undesigned and incidental testimonies, 
which do not come down to us in the shape of precepts or 
dogmatical determinations, but of appeals to the converts, 
and allusions to received opinions or customs, are a strong 
confirmation of the truth and general reception of the opin- 
ions to which they allude.** 

And that these interpretations of Scripture are not novel, 
may be lihown by the authority of Principal Hill, who thus 
ipe&ki^,in his Lectures on Kvinity: (see vol. iii. pp. 301, 
302.) 

*• The following phrases, which occur in different epis- 
tle, ' the form of sound words, the principles of the doctrine 
df Christ, the doctrine of baptism,' probably mean some 
inch short smnmary of Christian doctrine, as we know was 
used in the age immediately succeeding that of the apos- 
to, for the instruction of persons who came to be bap- 
tized. Petefs joining to baptism, 1 Pet. iii. 91, < the an* 
SMrer of a good conscience toward God,' seems to imply, 
that in the apostolic age, questions were always proposed 
ts them. And this is confirmed by the expression, Heb. 
X. 22, * Having our bodies washed with pure water, let us 
Md fast die profinsion of our fiiith.' The most natural 
interpretation of whidi words is, that pei'sotis at their bap- 
tltfir, irer^ reqcdred to make a declaration of their faith | 
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Haviog thus aae^ptaioed, 1^ an ex^onination of th« 
New TestOiiQent, ^t U contains numerous and ev<- 
ident allusions to the pre-existent euetom in the 
Jewish Synagogue, of requiring from all its prose- 
lytes before their full admission to it, a public profes- 
sion of their faith; and also many passages and al- 
lusions which imply the adoption of such a practice 
by the founders of Christianity, we are prepared to 
inquire into the order pursued by the primitive 
churches. If it shall be found that their practice 
accords with what we are thus led to believe, was 
pursued by the apostles— and that in this practice 
there was, as to the principle, perfect uncmimity, 
and unvarying consent, while in the order actually 
pursued there was the greatest permitted freedom 

and we know that, if not from the begianing, yet in veiy 
eaiiy times, there was joined with this declaration, a re- 
nunciation of former vices, and a promise to lead a good 
life. 

** It appears from ihia deduction, that baptism was, in 
its origmal institution, a solemn method of assuming the 
profes^on <tf the Christian religion, a mark of distinctioa 
between the disciples of Christ and those who held any 
other sysiem of faith." 

See also Bishop Andrewes on the Decalogue, p. 7. FoL 
Lond. 1650. 

The Magdeburgh Centuoiators allow that there wer» 
four kinds of confessioQs allowed in Scripture^ of which 
this was on*. Cent. i. i^ Gillaqpip's Aaron's Rod. p. 172, 
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and van^lfy we shall hav« aoreaflon teftlbr regard- 
ing this custom %9 miauthoritative, or as one of but 
little practkal iniportmice. 

Now, in aaquiries into the won^ip and order of 
the early Christian church we find it was universal- 
ly, AND WITHOUT ANY EXOBPTION, THE CUSTOM Of 
EVERY CHURCH, IN ADMITTING MEMBERS, TO RE^ 
aUIRE PROM THEM A PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDOMENT OP 
THAT FORM OR COVENANT OP FAITH WHICH EACH 
WAS AT LIBERTY TO PRAMB FOB ITSELF PROM THE 

Holy Scriptures.* This may be proved by a 
reference to the nature and design of creeds, and to 
the order actually pursued in the admission of mem- 
bers.* "The creed" was early called a symbol. 
This word was applied to those signs or marks de-^ 
livered to the novitiates of heathen mysteries, when 
admitted to the knowledge of those peculiar doc- 
trines which were hidden fi^m the multitude.' By 
the use of these symbols, those who were thus initi- 
ated knew each other, and were freely received into 
the nocturnal observances, and more secret m3nBte- 
ries of the body to which they were attached. The 

* They were thus introduced, both privately, as Origen 
shows. Contra Gels. c. iii. ; and publicly, in the Christian 
assembliea, in Teference to which Cyprian denominates 
them " audientes." Epistle 117, 1. iii. 

• See Kurd's History of Christianity, vol. ii. p. 235. 
s S^e fidl on, la )&ng aaibt Ci«ed>pp. 1^^« 

18 
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creed was iii like mAtiimr cftlled a eytUbci, because it 
idso was coBceeled from the idelatrotw part of the 
community, and only made known fidly to thoae 
iHio seemed sinoori^ anxions to be received into 
ibe Christian chtirch. And the rery purpose for 
whieh the creed was originally adopted was, — ^that 
it might be a form of profession, and serve as a 
dgn or token of mutaal recognition^ harmony, and 
peace. Now, ahhongh the Apostles' Creed, as it is 
commonly called, was not firamed, at kast in its 
present ferm, by the apostles themselves, nor yet 
all at once, certainly some form or creed exited 
at a very early period, though afterwards mod* 
ified as circumstances required.* That this wa« 
the true origin of the creed is declared by Bishop 
Pearson-^' From this sacked form of baptipm did 
the church derive the rule of faith, requiring the 
profession of belief in the Father, Son, and HiAj 
Ghost, before they could be baptized in their 
name.'^ " They who were converted to Christian- 
i^ were first taught, not the bare names, but the 
explications and description of them in a brief, easy, 
and familiar way, which when they had rendered^ 
acknowledged, and professed, they were baptized in 
them ; and these being regularly and constantly 
used, made up the rule of faith, that^ the creed. 
The truth of which may sufficiently be made appa* 

* King do. p. 31 ^ 9BdBiK^mm^^9oLiSi,p.f^ 
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reat to aoy, wlio idiall serioiMiiy cooflidcr the tost- 
atant practice of the church, from ttie first age unto 
this present) of delivering the rule of faith unto 
those who were to be baptized, and so requiring of 
themselves or their sureties an express recitation, 
profession, or acknowledgment of the creed." ^ 

The term " baptism," thus came to be used by 
the Fathers as synonymous with "a profession of 
laith." Thus Clemens says, ^^ How can we hope to 
enter the kingdom of Grod, unless we keep our he^ 
tism pure and undefiied."* He thus calk baptism 
a '' seaLJ'^ Ignatius says, ^ Let your baptism remaiii 
M your shield, your faith as your hekoet"^ B«> 
Hermas calls baptism '^ a graat and holy voea- 
tioo,"' that is, a ^ token d* external profbssioiL'' 
TJatus lerome " The symbol of our faith and hope is 
Dot written on paper, and wi^ ink, but in the flesh- 
ly tables of the heart** Peter Chry sologus, an au- 



^ See on the Creed, pp. 47, 48 ; see a similar teatiOBMil^ 
by Schmucker, in Bib. Reposit. 1838, p. 120 ; and m pieaf 
ei this point see numerous quotations from the FiU(hers» i» 
Pearson on the Creed, p. 19. 

• Clem. 2 ad Cor. vU. » Id. 10. 3. * Ep, 37. «. 
' Hermas Com. 4, $. Thus also, Bir. Newman sp^ahs 

of the " baptismal profession, the creed of the ehoreV 
Lect. pp.272^281. 

• £p. ad FSAOsu is. 
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liMMr of the fifth eetamy, flrequentiy tmes similar 
language.^ 

* See in Hinds* Rise oif Christ, vol. ii. p. 237. 

That each church was anciently at liberty to frame its 
own creed, may be clearly proved. Hinds himself, an 
Episcopalian of Queen's College, Oxford, in his History of 
the Rise of Christianity, testifies : 

"This being so, however intimate the union may be 
'•moDg orthodox churches, the particular circumstances of 
«adi may reqture a different formula of belief, as well as 
«f eonformi^ ; even as two confederate monarchies, or de- 
aoBOcrecicB, would not require precisely the sams statutes 
«aiid forme of admfaiistrattoa. And so, although the App- 
les' Creed be the sdbtHtsiee of ^ earliest creeds, and the 
precise language, to a oertaia extent, yet there may have 
been many oreads from the fiiit, diaped by eaeh ohvrdi 
with reference to its peculiar dangers of iailh from withnitt, 
or the prejudices of its own viembws within. Thus, as fiir 
back as we can trace the history of the early creeds, that 
of Jerusalem was always distinct from that of Cesarea or 
Antioch ; and all these, again, from those of Alexandria, 
t»r irf" Rome : and this during the period of harmony be- 
'tween these churches. 

' " The gradual infringement on the independent charac- 
ter of each separate church, untU it was extinguished by 
•the papal usurpation, is a subject well worthy of more de- 
ttiM discussion than is compatible with the limits of this 
laqniry. Among the primitive churches, each formed its 
own creed, its own liturgy, and regulated Its own ceremo- 
iiica and diidpliiie. The frst encrowfanRit to*k hs rise 
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Let ua now attend tp ^ i»ode hf which, al this 
period, memberg were admitted into the Ohriitiwi 

from an apparant coDTeniienoe. When the mling powvnf . 
of the world were geoerally ChriBtiaDB, each kingciom w«t 
Inade to have the same liturgy, etc. for all its chordies^ 
To give an instance : when Spain and Gallia Narbonen* 
sis became one distinct kingdom, it was decreed by a 
coancil, that there should be exact uniformity through all 
the churches of these provinces * The same prinpipls 
which thus produce4 an exact conformity among all tbs 
churches of the same nation* became the ground of enforc- 
ing it, at length, on all the churches of the empire. The 
first change was in the boundary line of a church, which 
was made political instead of ecclesiastical. Men's minds 
being familiarized to this, and churches being considered 
as national bodies, it was no very revolting step which wai 
taken by the Romish church, when it made itself the me- 
tropolitan of national churches ; and gradually claimed that 
conformity to its decrees, and that obedience to its laws^ 
which the metropolitan church of every nation had ac- 
quired a right to expect from all churches within the polit* 
ical pale of its jurisdiction. It was this miscalled Chn^an 
unity which the reformation violated ; and it is against 

* " When churches became subject to one political head« 
and national churches arose from that distinction, then it 
wiB thought convenient by all the Bishops of sush a aatliMi, 
to unite more closely in rituals and circumstantiak of dlp 
vine worship, as well as fidth and snbatantials." fiing* 
ham's Ecc. Antiq., book xvi. ch. i. see. 13u 
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^01^ At a time when Chriertianity was not estab- 
tohed, bat was nerertheleM spreading, many indi- 

-WBch a miiveraa! catholic chuixih, that all Protefitants are 
^oeosed of being gailty of heresy and sehism."* 

The creed in use in the Eastern church, was very dif- 
ferent from the Apostles' Creed. t So is there the greatest 
Variety in the form of Renunciation, where we might most 
expect exact uniformity. The reader may see in Clarkson 
, >an Liturgies, pp. 105, 106, 107, more than twenty oorui* 
Horn in this form of words as already referred to. 

** And thus we find [this writer adds],t not only those of 
the Greek and Latin churches differing, or such as lived at 
% greater distance, and in the parts of the empire remotest 
one from another, but those of the same country and the 
same church, where, if any where, uniformity is to be 
looked for ; wis may observe it in Tertullian, Cyprian, Op- 
tatus, and Augustine. 

'* Nor do several persons only differ herein among them- 
selves, but we may see in divers instances, one and the 
. same person express this usage variously ; whereas, he that 
is not circumscribed by others, nor will be imposed on by 
the imperious, is constant to himself many times, and va- 
ries not in the use of as many, or more words than this 
form condsted of; and so it is represented by Cyprian, 
Chrysostom, Jerome, Augustine, Ambrose, and Origen. 

• See HindiT B^tory of the Rise of Christianity, vol. ii. 
t»p. 95».95S. 

t Bee Apost. OoMt., b. vii. ch. 4S. 
I Bee pp. 108^ 109. 
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viduals would be frequently baptized, who had 
been educated in the priociples and practices of hea-^ 

" Now, if in so short a sentence as this, and that imiver- 
gally used in some tenns or other, with a general harmony 
as to the sense, and wherein also there is nothing of prayer, 
and so none of that reason which there is for freedom in 
praying, they were not limited, nor did tie themselves to a 
set of words, who can believe they were, or would have 
safiered themselves to he confined to an unvariable form of 
words in praying at baptism ? 

"And that there were none limited to any forms of 
prayer, is made evident, more directly by that of Basil, 
where, mentioning the several prayers used in baptizing, 
he declares there were none of them to be found in writing." 

As it is of importance that this point should be well un- 
derstood, we will adduce the further testimony of Bishop 
Burnet. 

" These words of his do import a standard, ot fixed /or- 
mulary, by which all doctrines were to be examined. 
Some have inferred from them, that the apostles delivered 
that creed which goes under their name, every where in 
the same form of words. But there is great reason to 
doubt of this, since the first apologists of Christianity, when 
they deliver a short abstract of the Christian faith to all, 
vary from one another, both as to the order, and as to the 
words themselves ; which they would not have done, if the 
churches had all received one settled form from the apos- 
tles. They would all have used the same words, and nei- 
ther more nor less. 

'* In the fint ages, in which the birfiops or clergy of the 
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tlieHieio. Of covtrse, baptism wan to suoh tlie 
seal of their initiation into the faith of Christ. 

aeyend churches could not meet together in Synoda te ex- 
' amine the doctrine of the new bishop, the method upon 
which the circumstances of those ages put them» was this : 
the nsw bishop sent round him, and chiefly to the bishops 
of the more eminent sees, the profession of his faith, ac- 
cording to the form that was fixed in his church ; and 
when the neighboring bishops were satisfied in this, thej 
held communion with him, and not only owned him for a 
bishop, but maintained such a commerce with him as the 
state of that time did admit o£ 

" But as some heresies sprung up, there were enlarge- 
ments made in several churches for the condemning of 
those, and fi>r excluding such as held them, from their 
(communion. The council of Nice examined many of 
those creeds, and out of them they put their creed in a 
fiiller form. The addition made by the council of Con- 
■tantinople, was put into the creeds of some particular 
churches, several years before that council met. So tha^ 
though it received its authority from that council, yet they 
rather confirmed an article which they found in the creed* 
4^ some churches, than made a new one." 

In rejecting the chim of what is called the ApostleiT 
Creed, to any such origin as the name imports, he fhrtfaer 
adds : " None of the first writers agree in delivering their 
faith in a certain form of words ; every one of them gives 
an abstract of bis faith, in words that difSei, both horn one 
another, and from this form. From thence it is clear, that 
there was no common Ibnn delivered to all the churchy." 
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That they might be prepared for this open renunci- 
ation of idolatry, and this solemn profession of 
Christianity, they were, for some months previous 
under preparatory instruction, daring which time 
they were called ccUechumenoi, in the Greek church, 
and competences in the Latin church ; the former im- 
plying by its derivation, that they were " instructed 
by catechists,'' the latter, that they were seeking to- 
gether the honor of being initiated into Christianity. 
When they had been thus sufficiently instructed, 
and had given satisfactory evidence of their fitness, 
they were brought before the congregation where, 
previous to their baptism, (if not already baptized,) 
three things were required of them. 

1st A separation from, or renunciation of^ the 
Devil. 

2nd. A covenant of obedience, or the giving 
themselves up to the government of Christ 

3d. A profession of faith. 

By the first, in a form of words prepared for them 
they renounced the Devil^ his works, his worship, 
and all his pomp. By the second, they promised 
to live in obedience to the laws of Christ ; and by 
the third, they declared their faith infthe fundamen- 
tal articles of Chriatiaa doctrtoa, %m embraced in that 

Of the Apostles' Creed he farther says, *< Ruffin was the 
first that published U (hi the 4th eeatnry), it is true he 
p«kiiiiied it M the ert«d of the chnrah of Aqdlek.** 
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particular form of creed which wiCs in use ia eaek 
separate church* Every church required the cata- 
cbumen to repeat its own creed, which was thus ft 
public declaration that his faith was the same with 
that of the church into which he was to be re- 
ceived.^ Irensus, who lived ia the second century, 
and who was acquainted with a Presbyter who had 
conversed with the immediate successors of the 
apostles, mentions, that at baptism^ the minister 
made an exhortation, and proposed a form of confes- 
sion to the person to be initiated.' Justin Martyr, 
who lived stUI earlier, and who describes the cere- 
monies of baptism, says it was only admioistered to 
those who, to their confession of faith, added also a 
premise or word, that they would live according to 
the rules of Christianity' — they must, says he, bo^ 
profess to believe the truth of those things which 
they had been taught, and also promise to live an- 
swerably to their knowledge.* The same thing is 
certified by Tertuilian, who lived in the second ceii^ 
tury, and l^y the author of the Apostolic Constitii- 
tutions.^ Rufinus (A. D. 397) relates that ia htt 
days^ " the ancient custom was retained at Rome^ 

1 dee Hffl'sLectatBty voL iii p. fS^. 

* Lardner, vol. viii. pp. 435,6 ; and Bini^ham, vol. iii. 
p. 217. 
' See Biaghun* vol. iu. p. 226. « Do. p. 229. 
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for persons to be baptized publicly to r6cite the 
creed:*" and fialvian, who lived about the same 
time, says, that at baptism, ** Christians professed 
their faith in God, the Father Almighty, and in Jesus 
Christ his Son.'' In all the accounts we have of 
baptism in ancient writers, " says Bingham, " there 
it express mention of this professbn, and of its ac- 
cordance with apostolic practice."* Some, in the 
days of Augustine'(A. D. 395), pleaded hard to be 
escempted iVom the vow, although they willingly 
made the renunciation and profession, against whom 
tfiat father wrote his work « Of Faith and Works.*^ 
OAers wished to shorten the form of proftssion, but 
none questioned its Scriptural propriety.* This 
profession was made very solemnly ; in some cases 
bmng repeated three times with the hands and eyes 
lifted to Heaven, and even audible, so as to be beard 
by those present It was also, at first, made m 
public before many witnesses, which was a eircum^ 
stance grounded^ as was bdieved, upon apostolical 
practice, and rarely dispensed with.' 

<*It was usual at Rome," St Augustine tells us^ 
" to make this confession publicly in the church, in 
seme eminent place appointed for the purpose^ tiuit 

' Kng on the Creed, p. 30. 

• Bingham, vol. iii. p. 221. » Do. 224. 

* Bingham, vol. iii p. 228. 

' See Neander on, in the 4th century in the Biblical 
Repertory for 1838, pp. 21, 281. 
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they My bo u&ea and lieard by aU the oongrega 
ttoQ. But vometimes, to favor ^e modesty of some 
very bashful persons^ who could not speak without 
trembliog ia such an awful assembly, the presbyters 
received their confession in private : and this they 
ofi'ered to Victorinus, a famous rhetorician, upon bi» 
conversion ; but he chose rather to ms^e his con- 
fession in public, saying there was no fsalvation in 
rhetoric, and yet he had always taught that in pub- 
lic, and, therefore, it would not become him to be 
Ekfraid of making a public confession of Qod's word 
before the meek flock of Christ, who hsui never been 
afraid to repeat his own words in the schools of the 
heathen, who, in comparison of Chrisiians,. were on- 
ly to be reputed madmen."* 

That this order was not peculiar to the Western 
churches, but was also found in the Eastern church- 
es, will appear from the Apostolical Constitutions, 
which is a collection of the usages of that church, 
compiled probably in the fourth or fifUi century. 
The person to be baptized, is to be " catechised in 
the word of piety, and instructed in the knowledge 
oi God ;" and he is also '^ to learn Jliow to renounce the 
J)pjn\i and the joiniDg himself to Christ," and being 
thus prepared, he declared bis renunciation in these 
words: 

<< I renounce Satan and his works, and his pomps, 

> Binghiuii, v^. iii. p« 331. 
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and his woniiipfl) andhis angels, aod kk InirentionB, 
aod all things that are under hira. And after this 
renunciation, let him in his association say, I associ- 
ate myself to Christ, and believe, and am baptized 
into one unbegotten being, the only true God, Al- 
tni^ty, the Father of Christ, the Creator and Ma- 
ker of all things, from whom are all things; and ii>- 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, the 
first born of the whole creation, who, before the 
ages was begotten, by the good pleasure of the Fa- 
liier, by whom all things were made, both those in 
Itearen, and those on earth, visible and invisible, 
who in the last days descended from lieaven, and 
took flesh, and was born of the holy Virgin Mary, 
and did converse holily, according to ^e laws of his 
God and Father^ and was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, and died for us, and rose again from the 
tiead aAer his passion the third day, and ascended 
into the heavens, and sitleth at the right hand of 
^te Father, and again is to come at the end of the 
world with glory, to judge the quick and the dead, 
of whose kingdom there shall be no end. And I am 
baptized into the Holy Ghost, that is, the comforter, 
who brought in all the saints from the beginning of 
the world, but was afterwards sent to the apostles 
by the Father, according to the promise of our Sav- 
iour and Lord Jesus Christ ; and after the apostles, 
Ip all those that believe in the Holy Catholic church. 
Into the resurrection d* the flesh, and intp the remi*- 
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tbn of ciiM, aad ioto the kiBgdom of b«ftT«ii, eod ia 
lo th« i^ of the world to eome."^ 

When thki form wtt% to any extent, first dieeon* 
tknied in the chur(^, we are not able precisdy tt 
alAte. When it was left ofi^ says Bkhop Andrewi^ 
the church soon became darkened and over^[flread 
with ignorance.' That it was substantially, iiad 
in Bome form adopted by the reformers, he affirma. 
Erasmus thoujg^t it very important, that baptized 
children should have the meaning and importance 
of baptism, and the profession made in it, explain* 
ed to them — and that if, afler being cateeheticaUy 
prepared, they ratified this profession, Utey should 
be considered as members of the Ca&olic church.' 

A confession oi faith, which was an enlargement 
of the apostles' creed, was early adopted in the 
Snglash congregation at GenevByand received ao^ 
iipproved by tiie Church of Sootkod, in the begin* 
iiing of the reformation.^ 

Calvin's views on this sul^ct, may be s^enfrom 
the following quotation froia his Institutes: — 

^ It vras an ancient custom in the church, for thn 

' Constitutions of the Holy Apostles, B. vii. sect. 41. 

* See on the Decalogue, pp. 7, 8, fol. 

• Dupin, 16th cent. p. 36. 

« This beautiful fomi may ht s«^ in ttvttt^^ Obiift n* 
dtons of Faitli of the Chutcfa of ScOthmd, pp. 19^193| ui 
m Pnnloifs OonlbMfons of ^uth. 
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tthifdren of Christiatis, alter they were come to the 
jFears ofdiscretion, to be presented to the Bishop, in 
order to fulfil that duty which was required of 
adults who offered themselves to baptism* For 
■uch persons were placed among the catechumens, 
tSIl being duly instructed in the mysteries of Chria- 
tianity, they were enabled to make a confession of 
their faith before the Bishop and all the people.*— 
Therefore, they who had been baptized In their io- 
fancy, because they had not then made such a con- 
ifession of faith before the church, at the close ol 
childhood, or the commencement of atloleeceoce, 
were again presented by their parents^ and were 
examined by the Bishop, according to the form of 
the catechism which was then in common nee. 

"I sincerely wish that we retained this caatom, 
which I have stated was practised among the an- 
cients, before this abortive image of a e-icramentj 
(that is, confirmation,) made its appearam^e. For 
it was not such a confirmation as the Homnmsti 
pretend, which cannot be mentioned without injury 
to baptism, but a catechetical exerdsej in which 
children or youths used to deliver an account of 
their faith, in the presence of the church. Now, it 
would be the best mode of catechetjoal instruc* 
ik)n, if a formul«Hy were written for thie purpose, 
ccmtaining and stating in & familiar manner, all the 
sriides of our religion in which the ehurch of ilia 
ikitfafui ought to agree, without aoy controversy ; 
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• boy of ton years of age might preatnt Mmsdf to 
make a confession of his faith; he might be quea- 
ttoned on all the articles, aud give suitable answers : 
if he were igoorant of any, or did not fully under- 
stand them, he should be taught Thus the church 
would witness his professij^n of the only true amd 
pure faith, in which all the people of the faithful 
unanimously worship the one Grod. If this disd^ 
pHne were observed in the present day, it would 
certainly sharpen the inactivity of some parents^ 
who carelessly neglect the instruction of their chil* 
dren, as a thing in which they have no concern, but 
which, in that case, they could not omit without 
jmblic disgrace : there would be more harmony of 
faith among Christian people, nor would msmy be- 
tray such great ignorance and want of information: 
some would not be easily carried away with novel 
and strange tenets : in short, all would have a reg- 
ular acquaintance with Christian doctrine."^ 

In the directory of church government anciently 
contended for, and, as far as the times would peiv 
mit, practised by the first Nonconformists in the 
days of dueen Elizabetli, and which was drawn 
up by the lamous and learned Thomas Cartwrighl, 
k is enjoined**^ 

"Let them which before have not been reeetvad 
to the L<Mrd'a table, when they first desire to eometo 

^ Ci^Tin's Instit., B. W. ch. ibc. v<»I. ti. pp. 53S*549» 
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It, ghne diekr iiamM to tiM niniiler iMveniiaft before 
tiiA commamoo, ttiat tf there be any eaase of fain- 
deranee, there may be stay madebetbne, but ii'ihece 
be no such thing, let them proceed (where aeed 
laay be) to the examinatioa of their iaith, before 
the communion. Let them only be admitted to the 
eommunion, that have made confegBion of their faith^ 
and ntbmutiedthemidvesto the diacipUne; unlew 
they ehali bring letters tesUmonia] of good credit 
from some other piece, or shall approve t^emsehres 
by some other sufficient testimony.''^ 

During the discussions of the Westmineter Am- 
eembly of Divines, we are informed that, in the re- 
port of the committee concerning baptism, it wae 
debated, << whether the parent, at the baptizing ei 
his child,' is lo answer any questioa or make any prbi- 
fession of his faitli and stipulation, on behalf of the 
diild." << The Scots," says LightJbot, in h» Joctr- 
nal, " did urge it mightily, btcaute of the use of& 
(H all the reformed churchesJ*^* 

In the directory of worship, drawn up by that 
assembly, and still retained by the Presbyterian 
cburch in this country, it is declared : 

" Those who are to be admitted to sealing ordi- 
nances, shall be examined as to their knowledge and 
piety. 

^ See Neil's Pnnttuis, vol, t. app. p. 1^ 
' See Ui^tioofM Works, vol. iii. p. 315. 
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* ^ WImd o&bi^xed penocM ap|ily ior adou^^oil 
into the church, they shall, in ordinary cases, after 
^ving satisfaction with respect to their knowledge 
and piety, makb ▲ pubuo propsssion op thbib 

PAfTB IN THBPRBSENOB OP THE OONGBBOATIOll ; 

and thereupon be baptized."^ 

That such forms of covenanting were in use 
among the Puritans, may appear from the confes- 
sion of faith, drawn up and publicly signed by all 
those who, in 1629, arrived at Balem, in New Eng- 
land, and laid the foundation of the chureh of Christ 
In this country. 

Baxter, in his Reformed Liturgy, which was pre- 
sented before the Westminster Assembly for aj> 
•eptance, there enjoins, that no individual "shall be 
admitted by the minister to the sacrament of the 
Lord's supper, until they have, at years of discre* 
tion, understood the meaning of their baptismal 
^ covenant, and with their own TnotUhs, and their own 
consent^ openly before the church ratified and 
CONFIRMED, AND Khso promisedj that by the grace 
of Godj they will evermore endeavor themselves 
faithfully to observe and keep such things as by 
their mouth and confession they have assented toJ^^ 
He adds, " If the person be able and willing, let 

' See Directory for Worship, ch. iz. tec. 3 and 4, on 
wUch see some obMTvatiom «t Ike end of the DiseouFse. 
» Boxtert Works, vol. xv. p. 493, 
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fakdy belbre the congre^alioii, give the aforesaid 
account at large, of his knowledge, faith, and obe^ 
dience ; but if unable to do so, let him publidy 
assent to what has been privately given to the 
minister."^ 

It is shown by many and undeniable proofe, in 
Mr. Wilson's Historical Inquiry into the principles, 
opinions, and usages of the English PreM>yterian% 
fVom the restoration of Charles II, that they uni- 
fbrmly required a public profession of faith from 
all who were admitted to the church, as they did 
from all who were ordained, until somewhere about 
^ latter end of the 18th century, when error had 
greatly increased. This practice they believed to 
be conformable to primitive and apostolic usage. 
He makes the folk>wing quotation, as illustrative 
of their views : 

^ But as to the use of public profeesiarw of faiths 
to satirfy the churchSov the admittance of members, 
or to satisfy other churches to hold communion 
with any particular church, a form of words, which 
19 neither obscure by too much conciseness, nor te- 
dious or tautological by a needless mult^lication of 

* In the conference towards a compromise, in the reign 
of Charles I., Mr. Baxter proposed, among other things, 
'* that the baptismal corenant might be ezpUcitljr owned 
by all who come to the sacrament" Neahi PmitaBs, vol. 
W. p. 685. 
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Kpords, Itake to be tbe fittest To which ends, aai 
beoaase the ancient churches had once a happjr 
ttnion on those terms, I think that this is all that 
thoukl be required of any church or member (or- 
dinarily) to be professed : — 

^ In general, I do believe all that is contained in 
Hbt sacred canonical Scriptures, and^particalarly, I 
believe all explicitly contained in the ancient creed ; 
and I desire all that is contained in the Lord^s 
prayer, and I resolve upon obedience to the ten 
commandments, and in^atever else I can leftm cf 
the will of God."' 

After the restoration, in a paper of proposaia, ad^ 
dressed by the Presbyterian clergy to his majesty, 
one request was, that '* a pergonal ptMie aundi^ 
of the baptismal covenant, might precede an admis- 
sion to the Lord's table."* That such a practice 
was not uncommon to our nonconformist forelkthers, 
wHl further appear from a form of public covenant* 
kig, adopted by the Rev. Mattiiew Mead and hie 
church) in 1679.' 

In the work of the Rev. John WiUison, on " The 
Church's Danger, and Minister's Duty," he urges 
apon ministers the necessity of carefully instructing * 
the people. After giving a series of ques4ana| on 

* See p»gc ITS'. 

* From Cabny'g Life «r Bucter, pp. 139^141, ^(ootsd in' 
WHstrafi Hist. ioq. p. 39. ■ ' 

* Bee in his Senamm, p. 1$, 
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whicb thtey are to be examined, be adds, " TbiM let 
the ministers take pains to instruct yonng 'folks in 
the nature and articles of tbe covenant of grace, 
and to have them engaged with some solemnity, to 
own and adhere to them, at their first admission to 
the Lord's supper; and let them, with solemn and 
fervent prayer, recommend and give up those 
young communicants unto tbe Lord. Such a 
course hath been found, by experience, very mudi 
io contribute to the welfare and prosperity of this 
church.''* 

This custom was also preserved in the French 
Reformed churches. In the preface to the Liturgy, 
established by the churches in the principality of 
Neufchatel and Valengin, we are informed that, 
* during these two weeks immediately preceding 
the communion, general catechetical instruction is 
given on every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
ailer twelve o'clock; and on these catechisms, th0 
catechumens who present themselves to be received 
for the confirmation of the baptismal vow, and fyjt 
tiie participation of the eucharist, are puWicly ex- 
amined. On the Saturday evenings before the cel- 
ebration of the Lord's supper, there is a sermon of 
preparation, with prayers. The same course is ob- 
0erved on the uf e oi the public fiist days."^ 

" See Works, vol. i. p. 218. 

• See the Liturgy of the Fr. Prot. Ch.,p. 17, Charles- 
toa, 1836. 
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Imtbe^ DnieipUfie of the Edbrmed Ctorches of 
.S*itu;ice,'^ chap. xiv. eaium i) it is expcessly enjoin- 
ed, that " no peraon ^all be received into commaa^ 
ton in the chorob, till such time as he havefir^ 
FDB1.IGLY renoooeed all the superatitioas and idolar 
tides of the Romish chnrch, and in particular the 
ssees."* This puis it heyood controversy, that ia 
these efaurches, some such form as is now advocated 
was in use. 

It wa^ also required^ that no person should be 
allowed to present children in baptism, antil they 
^ shall have communicated at the Liord's taUe," or 
if not, "th^ shall preteai seriously, that they will 
do it, and in order to do it that they will suffer 
^lemsdves daly to be catechized."^ 

That this pnu^iee of the Reformed churches is 
atm preserved in them, will appear from the ibtloV' 
In^ quotation from the Tour of the Rev. TheodoiiB 
Fleidner, in Holland and England. In reference to 
the ehurchefi of Holland, in whieh there has been a 
sad eorruf^n of doctrine, as it relates to the maV 
ter on hcmd, he says, ^ The eonfirmation, or decla- 
ration of professkm of the faith, takes place without 
any pomp whatei^r, m the house of the pastori aad 
in presence of one or two elders. Aeeofdki|^ to. a 
synodical ordkiaBee of 1816, dl penmia privately 

1 Bee Qnlok's%tto^ of Fxftnce, vaL i. p. 54, ^L 
» 8e« do. p, 6e. 



d by Google 



' APPVRBiaU 107 

eoi^rtiied, must at least, in openpraenee oftht cof^ 
gregaticn, be established in their confimuxtUm, by 
replying to the following quesiiom proposed to tkem 
by the minister, af^r the Aennon : 

I. If thej believe from the heart, tl% doctrioA 
diey have owned. 

II. If they have also received, by God's grace, 
to i^ide in this doctrine, to forsake gin, and to live 
a Christian life. 

III. If they submit thenraelves to &e superiatend-' 
eaee of the ctmrch, and in ease of committing a 
fiuiit, to its discipline."^ 

Were it necessary we might greally enlarge 
these proofs, bat will only briefly add references 
to others which have occurred to us in our reading. 
Howe is very express in his testimony in favor 
of such a form.* In the time of the Commonwealth, 
flie Congregationalists made an eospHcU covenant 
essentiai to the being of any diurch. This the 
Presbyterians denied. , They alleged, therefore, that 
an implicit covenant was suffident, bat allowed 
tiuit the other was not imrmg and might be employ- 
ed. An eocplicit covenant was accordingly agreed 
upon by six Synods and approved by the author 
from whom I quote.' This is the true ground of 

» See the Edinb. Preri>. Rev. 1835, p. 264. 

* Sm Ro^eri's life of; p. 75. 

^ Separatioa Examined, etc., by Rev. G. Fimiin, Min. 
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(Kfierence between the CongregatioiiatistB Bxd 
Precbyterians. The farmer made sach a covenant 
•tsential to the being of a church ; the latter "pra- 
dential, for the better order and expediency of the 
iervke of €k>d,^ as it is stated in " A Review of the 
Survey of Church Discipline," by Mr. Hooker.* 

As baptized persons, when they claim the privi- 
leges of the church, are bound to show that they 
are as fit to partake of the sacrament as they wwe 
of baptism, therefore shot^ld they as publidy sbpw 
forth this fitness : so argues GtiUespie.' Rutherford 
in his ** Due Right of Presbyteries," argues the 
question at length, and allows that such a cove- 
nant is implied, that an explicit covenant is allow* 
able, and that it is sometimes formally made, but 
that it is not essential to the constitution of a 
church. He thinks that all who have been hereti- 
eal, infidel, or openly sinful, ought to be required 
publicly to make confession of their faith, even 
though they had been baptized, and this he gives a« 
the opinion of all the reformed churches.^ 

In the Laws of the Church of Geneva, made In ae* 

of the church in Shalford, in Essex. Lond. 1652. 4to. 
With a Dedication to the London Ministers. See p. 82. 

» By D. C. London 1651. 4to. See pp. 124 and 97— 
106, 108—11, etc. 

• Aaron's Rod Blossoming, p. 482, etc. 

» Lond. 1644. 4to. pp. 84, 85, 86, 88, 91, 99, 122, 133, 
19S, 126. 



• Digitized by Google 



APPtst>i%: 160 

(iordance with Calvin's views, it i« provided that 
the child before admtseion to the communion " rfiafl 
make a confession of his Christianity in presence of 
the church."* 

Willison, in his Bacramentai Catechism, says, as 
to the practice in Scotland : " And accordingly I 
have known ministers after much pains taken with 
young candMates in private, they have called these 
young communicants together m a puhlie manfnery 
catechising them, and opening up the nature of the 
goiBpel covenant, and with some solemnity asking 
each of them their consent thereunto, Ac. Unto aU 
which they joined suitable directions and encourage- 
ments, concluding by giving up and recommending, 
tibese young persons to God in solemn and fervent 
prayer, which method I have known accompanied 
with great tenderness and many tears .... yea, and 
very moving impressions upon the whole audience.- 
Afid I doubt not but such seasons have been to' 
some the time of their espousal to the Lord Jesiui 
Giirist, which tbey are to remember with thankAil- 
and praise." 

We might add still further testimonies, but for- 



. Having thus clearly established the fact, that 
foms of pubhc profession of faith were sanctioned 
by the RefcH-mers, and especially by our Predi>yte- 

* Xiond. 1643,p. 6. 

u 

9 

. Digitized by Vjt)|OQlC 



X70. AfPimoix* 

nan &refatlier% in Scotland, in En^^and, and 
deewhere, we i^all proceed to show that this prao^ 
tice was no less oonunon among^ the Independenta^ 

In a work written by the Rev. Matthias Maurice^ 
who was bom in South Wales, A. D. 1684, entitled 
^ Social Rell^on ExempU^d," and reprinted, witk 
notes, by the Rev. Edward Williams, D. D., the 
author gives a delineation, in a dialogue form, of 
what he believed to be the truly Scriptural and 
Apostolie order of the Church oi' Christ. In de* 
■erlbing the services of a communion Sabbath, be 
thus (^peak% p. 59 : 

^ It was agreed tiiat Yefmn should go before theoi 
in the work of the day : be then stood up and read^ 
with an audible voice, the confession of faith, whieli 
contained the principal heads of divinity ; — mgkk 
to the same pi»rpose with what we cail the As9em^ 
bbfs and the Savo^ confessions. 

NfiOPRVTUB. Than the doctrine we call CblsiWh 
itm is, I see, a great deal older than Cahin, 

Bpbnetos. Aye, to be sure ; for he took k d«il 
of the Bible, and so did these, fiut Yefan, bavin|^ 
read it distinctly through, said to the peof^e — If 
thus you believe with the heart, and if thus yoaf 
are ready at att tiroes lo coni^ with the month| 
itaad> up and signify it by Hding up the hamli 
ttkioh they vnardmoualy did. 

Then Yefan read the covenant, the people afi 
sitting, and told thew^^hal.thig wa« the holy ett- 
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gagemcnt ihey were now going to enter hrto befofe 
the Lord ; and having read it to them, he said he 
would now read it,^ them and himself, and desired 
^ttiBj would all stand np, with their right hand lil^- 
^ up towards heaven ; and, at the conclusion, they 
all said, amen. And Yefan, the company being 
seated, said — " But Christ, as a son over bis own 
house, whose house are we if we hold fhst the confi- 
dence, and the rejoicing of the hope, firm unto tl^ 
end ; the house of Gk)d, the church oC the living 
Gbd ; no more strangers and foreigaere, but fellow 
•itizeDB with the saints, and of the household of 
God; and are built upon the foundation of the 
jipostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himseH* being 
tlie chief corner stone; in whom all the building, 
fitly framed together, groweth up an holy temple in 
the Lord, in whom we also are built together, for 
an habitation of God through the Spirit" 

NfiOFBVTus. Well, great was such a day's 
irork ; but you will oblige me with, at least, an wk-* 
; ttraet of the covenoMt 7 

Epiaf BTus. It 'ran thus : " We, poor cJnnen, 
having destroyed oortclvcs-^yet, being brought 
-dufMigh grace and everlasting love, to look unto 
^m on whom our help is laid--^under a seiKse of 
.^le^di^ sinfuhiess, repent and mootn before Ubit 
liard; and da here openly, and without r8Berve^fa*> 
talftt omaelves and ours up wholly unto Christ, liie 
} fiftamw af ainaers^.in church fii Mi i »it% 
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and eomiminion-<-re«oi]viBg and promising in his 
strength, to believe hk promises^ live hj faith on 
him, obey his precepU, hearken to the voice of his 
providence, serve him and each other according to 
cdl the laws, statutes, and ordinances of his honse-* 
taking the written word for our rule, aiming in all 
at the glory of God our Saviour, our prophet, priest, 
and king— each other's edification, the increase of 
Christ's kingdom, and the good of all mankiAd, 
under the special direction and by the asaistanae 
«f the Spirit of the Lord." 

^Thus, you have a piaia account of the first 
ehurch at the Caerlndd, matter and form. First, 
they were converted by grace, and so fitted for a 
spiritofid house ; and then, uader this holy engage- 
ment they associated together, and became formoBif 
• a church <rf C hrist" 

The account given of the church of Northamp- 
ton, will be found to describe equally, th^ custom 
in the New England churches generally, at tke 
time of Ed wards. " When a person desired to johi 
the chureh, he visited his minister, dedartng how 
' the Lord had been pleased to work his converslooi ; 
if the minuter found the amallei^ ground of hopfe, 
he propounded him to the dmrch, ailer which, some 
<tf the bre^upeo^ with the rainntery examined him 
ttgaiD) and veported their opiniofi to' Hm cbumft^ 
Afler this, ail the congregation had foibtk notise i0f 
^.design, and he puMldy (kclaeed lo th^HM 
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laanner of fan conyerskm. AH tbk w«s done to 
ppeveot the polluting of tlie ordinance, by mmsIi 
aa walk scandaloasly, and to prevent men and 
women from eating their awn ^ondemna^n." It 
was formerly " the general custom of In(tependest 
ehurches, to require from candidates for admission^ 
besidet a confession of faith, a stat^nent of rdli- 
^ous experience, either orally delivered, or cooi- 
mitted to writing."' 

Dr. Owen seems to have thought some sudi 
form both scriptural and proper. Thus, after eaxh- 
merating the qualifications requested for admission 
to the church, be says, << It is required, that tibeiM 
things be testified by them unto the church, willi 
the acknowledgment of the work of Gbd's grace 
towards them, and their resdution, through the 
power of the same gcace, to cleave unto the hoti 
Jesus Christ with f^ll piH^pose of heart, and to live 
in aU holy c^edience unto him.''' This practice i$f 
«t this time, in some form, genercdly fdllowed bf 
CongregationiEd churches, both in this country and ^ 
Europe. 

We are thus pr^iared for our third ^opodltio% 
which is this : that such a public profession is, kk 
aome form, retained in every ebtireh. It is so oni* 
vesBttfiy, in the biq»tiem bf infants ; finr in the eas^ 

* Wflson's Hist. Inq. p. td. 
« «be Woiks,voUzix.p.568. 
15* 
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< dio pareote labkB a pubHc profeflsioa in the name 
mod on behalf of thm ehildren. And cenfinna- 
tton in the Epieeopal church is nothing more thana 
eomiptkm of this primitive form (^public profession 
of leUgioik. 

In the Methodist ehnrohes, er^ry individnal, be- 
fbre admission to the sacrament, is expected to 
ghre a pnblie stotement, before the members of 
the church, of his Christian views end experience. 
This is also, in «ome form, the practice of ^e Bap- 
list churehes. 

If, therefore, some form of public admission to the 
*ehvrch is not adopted by Presbyterians, it must be 
acknowledged that, in this respect, they would 
stand alone. They would be found to differ, not 
only from ail other evangelical churehes, but also 
IhRn themselves, if we are to be instructed in thtt 
matter by our own directory, and the example . of 
former generations. The neglect or abandonment 
ff this scHpturai practice in this country, because kk 
die ex^et form herein recommended it is not pur- 
sued, at least generally, in Scotland or in Ireland, 
is altogether inexcusable. For it is common in 
both those countries, for the candidates for admio- 
sion to the participation of the Lord's supper to be^ 
fiir some time prenoos to the communion Sabbath, 
publicly catechized in the charch, and thus thor- 
oughly prepared for the solemn duly before them. 
During this catecheUcal examinfttioa, ftill opportn- 
-. I 
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•iiyr w'^^ffrw to nscenain the qtmUAeoitioft of the 
«e^^eral eandidate?, and their abitUf worthily (o e«t 
and drink at the Lord'0 table, and to diioern the 
Lord's body; and to keep back from ths^ sacred 
ibast, any who give evidence of ignorance, or voir 
worthineew. In this way, also, are they generally 
made known to the people, and formally and sol- 
emnly introduced to the communion, while they are 
more particularly examined and received by the 
church session. In some churches, still further 
means are taken for securing the important ends 
aimed at in this form of profession. Thus it wd» 
formerly the practice in Scotland, " for the clergy- 
man to examine the congregation, previous to every 
communion, both to stscertain what improvement 
they had made in knowledge, and as a means of 
communicating instruction upon those subjects 
:where they were most deficient, and required it 
.most"' 

In 1645, the Assembly ordained, ^' that in admin- 
istration of the Lord's supper^ congregations be 
still tried and examined before the communion, 
^cording to the by-gone practice of the King."' 
*^ Something of the same kind continues to be done, 
although probably nowhere in the same formed 
^sftaoneras before."^ 

* History of the Church of ScotlAtid, vol. ii. p. 5T. 

* Acts of Assembly, p. 169. 

* AUzsoder ifiU's Practice of the Oh. of ScotlMKl4>. 19, 
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rocommended lo the Mveral minkters, to take as 
•strict trmt as cam be, of such as they admit to te 
liord's mpper, espeeiaUy before their Jbngt ndmu- 
0Un ikereto^axhi tiiot they diiigfentlf inetmet them, 
partistdarly as to the eovefiaitt of grace, and the 
aature and^nd of that ordinance as a seal thereof) 
and charge upon their consciences the obligations 
they lie onder from their baptismal covenant, and 
seriousiy exhort them to renew the same." * Hi 
1648, it was provided, "that persons grossly ig^ 
norant be debarred from the communion; that for 
the first and secohd time they be debarred, sup^ 
pressing their names; for the fburth time, that 
they he brought to pteftifc repentances^ * The tes- 
timony of Mr. Willison and others, has also been 
ahready adduced. 

Now, even were these regulafleos folly earned 
into operation in this country, it would not rea- 
der less valuable and instmctiv?, the practice bere 
insisted on. But surely, it is preposterous to ob- 
ject to this plan where those services are not ttl 
all observed, and thus to introduce members to 
the church of Christ, without any of that publici- 
ty and strictness which is recognised as necessa- 
ry in the forms, at least, of our own and dll othtor 
evang«Iisal churches. 

^ A^CsofAssemU^p. 164. * Seeds. ^IIA 
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It only remains, therefore, that we shonld brief- 
ly show, that such a public profession and en- 
gagement is reasonable and advantageous^ We 
believe it is so every way, and that it must be 
Bo, we may safely conclude from the seriptaral 
authority on which it rests, and the universal etdc^ 
4ion of it by every Christian denomination. 

This praetice is reasonable, because it is am^i- 
ficire which reason would at onee dictate as proper, 
ia introducing to any public bod^, where a know- 
ledge of the character and qualifications of candi- 
dates is necessary, a new member. It is a measure 
•which, in some analogous form, is adopted by every 
society, whether scientific or political. It gives 
importance to the occasion, and dignity both to the 
candidate and to the society of which he is to be- 
Qome a memben Besides, such a solemn and 
imposing introduction has formed the threshold of 
admittance into every species of august and impos- 
ing mystery, connected with religion. And where 
•can it be more necessary, than when a men i» to 
lake upon himself the holy name of Christian-^ 
to profess himsdf to be the disciple of the Lord ieaxM 
Chdst, and to be ready in the mid^t of a world of 
enemies, to " glory only in His cross V What 
.more suitaUe way could be devised of impressing 
i^ion the mindy the nature of that high and holy 
.caliing which is thus assumed — the importance ol 
those doctrines which are thus professed, and the 
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Irrev^oe^ble nature of that^oovemmt wfakh b thus 
Qontra^ed? What eould more affectini^ly draw 
out the sympathy and love of Christians, one to- 
ward another, and call forth their prayers and 
awaken their interest on behalf of a new associate 
in the trtak and the joys of the Christian life ? The 
primitive church 4iought that by this fbrro, and the 
caution, deliberation, and pd^licity which it requir- 
ed, men would be made most truly sensible of the 
nature of the Christian religion, and of their great 
obligations to continue stead(hst in that faith and 
obedience to Christ, which they had inp this way so 
•olcmnly avowed, not only before men. but in the 
presence of God and the holy angels To this 
sacred form and pledge, would the early preachers 
1^ the cross often appeal, that they might arouse 
the slumbering conscience of the formal professor; 
pointing him backwards to this voluntary consecra- 
tion of 4]im8elf to the Lord who bought him ; and 
forwards to that judgment bar, where, by his 
words he would be justified, or, by his words, be 
^everlastingly condemned. Thus it was that Chry- 
SQStom, in his last discourse to the people of An- 
tioeh, expostulated with them, and entreated them 
with tears, to Kve only to that God they had avouefe* 
ed to be theirs.^ By this, too, it was hoped Ute 
^rtirch would be delivered, in some good me*- 
•ure, IhHn hypocrites and deceivers, and te cte 

^ See Bisgfasm^ yoL iii. p. S34, 
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lieagued together hy this^osth of their holy war- 
fkte^^ (as ft wad called,) in inseparable amity and 
tmeotiquerahle fidelity to their Lord and Master. 
And shall we shrii^ back IVom the cross, in the 
profession of that cross? Shall we ui&me to give 
a reason of the hope that is in us, to all men? 
Shall we be less willing to bear pi^lic testimoay 
to the Lord who bought ns, who redeemed us with 
kid precious blood, and ia whom we restaur hopeii 
Ibr ssdvation ? Or is it less naeoisary now, while 
infidelity and error abtmnds, to raise up a standard 
in the midst of the people — to proclaim the great 
dactrines of our salration, and to hold forth the 
lamp of light and of life? Is there not something 
beautifhl, something most consonant to the solem'^ 
Bity of the occasion, and to the circumstances of all 
present, wImq those who in time past have been 
tbe servants of sin to obey it, who have neglected 
mud forgotten Glod, and provoked him to his utmost 
Wrath, having been reconciled to him by hig Son, 
eome forward, and, as the Psalmist sings, in the 
presence of the great congregation, take the cup of 
salvation into their own hands, and pay their vows 
tmto the Lord ; renounce the world, the flesh, and 
Ihe devil; take upon them the name of Christ's 
disciples ; give themselves to him and his service ; 
are welcomed in love and confidence by an afiec* 
tionate peo|de, cmd thus lay deeply that foundation, 
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up«) wliieb.ihgy em rest amid aM ^ ini&tiiigB of 
fiiioptatioa and distrete'? There is— every heart 
ipesportds to the deckration that there is — the most 
WEi&eiing aod obdaral^ spirit leels that there i&— 
sMaething in e^ this which testifies, that of a truth, 
it k not of man, but from Gk>d« 

From the expertoace of thirteen yeafs^ during 
. which time he has employed this form in the ad" 
mission of neariy four hundred persons to the 
church, the wriier ean testify that the result, as far 
as be ha&knoir% has never been injuHous, and 
always positively good. The testimony of the late 
Dr. Wadddl, to this point, is peculiarly strong, and 
il is borne out by the concurrent experience of 
many in all portions of our church. On the other 
hand, many clergymen and elders have expressed 
the opinion, th^t in the absence of such a form, 
they have felt that there was a great deficiency in 
the order of our church, and the irreparable loss 
of one of the most powerful means of exercising 
that religious influence which it is the duty of the 
church to extend over its members, in every Scrip- 
^ tural and proper manner. 

That this practice involves publicity, and an 
effort of great self-denial and devotion on the part. 
of all who unite themselves with the church, is, we 
think, a chief argument in favor of it, and no valid 
objection against it For surely m this age oi the . 
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^Mirch, when it is more repateMe to be a ew^m* 
test member of a Chfifttkin ctoioh tbaa to be va^ 
eeaneoted with it, ii is altogetiier neoessary, tkat 
every barrier ehovld be plaeed Id the ^my of ao in^ 
iiecrimiaate profewHOn-"ai>d a touchfitone of tia^ 
eerlty provided, which in additioa to a mere inmita^ 
jnterview with the Church Seurion, mayaanret^ 
delect, or raUi^ to re^, thoee who are not io tnitk 
and sincerity what for camat parpoaes they winikt 
wMliBgly profess themselres to be. That this haa 
been the actual and practical workiog of the sy»> 
tern, in our experience of its influence, we could 
bring striking fhcts to iM-ove ; while all objectiona 
to it have as uniformly Tanished, when the prepara* 
tion of the heart for this great duty of consecration 
to the Lord has been given from on high. 

There is but one dbjection, as it appears to us, of 
any rea? weight against this practice, and it is this? 
Aat by it, creeds may be introduced iftto our 
churches, contradictory in their doctrinal senti- 
ments to the Confession of our Faith, and therefore 
subversive of orthodoxy. We say this is the only 
valid objection to this plan, for as to the variety of 
these forms, this we have shown is accordant to 
primitive usage, as founded upon Scriptural exam- 
ples. But in answer to this objection, it may be 
replied, that ioaaiwich as our Confession of Faith i# 
apt designed te be made fully binding, in all its 
declarations^ upon the members, but 0Qljf;u|»Qa the 
16 
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ministers and eltaps of the ohorefa/ if aame soeh 
pablio cof^ssioDs are not employed, no public am- 
fguion of their indimdued faith vdll be given or re- 
cced by the members of the church. And fur- 
ther it may be refrfied^ that while the introduction 
of sDoh church creeds will require such a coofe^- 
sbn fVom every mendier of the church, their most 
perfect orthodoxy and accordance, as far as they 
extend to the Coafessioa of our Faith, may be cer- 
tainly secured, simply by each Presbytery doing 
its duty to each church under its care. For if each 
ehurch is required, by each Presbytery, to submit 
i^ form of publk confession for its examination and 
approval ; or if each Presbytery would prepare a 
i>rm of public admission to be used in common by all 
its churches; it is at once manifest that this practice, 
instead of opening a door for ^rror, might become 
a bulwark of orthodoxy, and a defence of the faith 
as it was once delivered to the saints. 
It has indeed been further objected, that '^ such a 

' That in holding this view of our Confession of Faith, 
iS being a bond of ministerial and official, and not of 
Christian communion, I am presenting the views held by 
Presbyterians, I might clearly show. It is sufficient, at 
present, to refer to Dr. Janeway's Discourse on " The Duty 
of the Presbyterian Church," pp. 19, 32. President Hill's 
View of the Church of Scotland, pp. 150-153. Carlile (of 
the Scots' church, Dubhn), on the Use add Abuse of Creeds 
and Con^suone, p. 35, etc. 
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rite mttst be entirely noli and void ; whik he who 
Meks for anew admissioa to the visible church, by 
Ihat very act renounces his former adsaiseion to it 
htk baptism — denies and tramples under foot the privi- 
leges which, by the divine appointment, are con 
nected with it; and as he cannot be introduced 
again into the cfaurofa by the vain and impious cer- 
Bmony by which men dare to supersede the effects 
of baptism, he fklk headlong from the church of 
Christ."^ But this objection comes with a very ill 
grace frdm those who, in addkion to the initiat(»ry 
rite of baptimn, hold also the necessity of the rite 
of confirmation, to a proper admission to the fuU 
participation of the ordinances erf religion. This 
rite is public — it embodies a public profession oi 
faith, and it implies the certain manifestation of a 
fitness, on the part of its recipients, for the worthy 
participation of all the benefits to be derived from 
tlie observance of the Lord's Supper. 

Now, in like manner, this public profession of 
&dth and covenant engagement, is regarded as 
the voluntary ratiiicalion, by each individual who 
nakes it, of that covenant with God and his church, 
made on his behalf in baptism. In this way, the 
individual takes upon himself the vows made for 
him by his parents, if he has been baptized in in^ 
(ancy — recognizes their obligation and necessity-^ 

* Fdmei TO tke Chareh, vol. i p. 411. 
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nake» ppofeMioB of hit ptihKinal beliel in tht great 
4octrhie« of the BtM o cxy meg hit deterounatioa 
in the strength ef divhie graee from thk tkne Garik 
to live as becottketh a diadple of Christ a^d a raeia- 
her of his ehuTOh*~and is thus reeeiired and a*- 
knoidedged as a member of that paarUcmUvr chivrch 
in whkAi sodi a profession is made. 

8tieh a fbm of iatrodisctioa into the fnll enjoy- 
ment of «^ the privileges and benefits of the ekuroh 
of Christ, is therefore in ao wajr oj^sed to, but 
en the contrary eoairmatory of the unqoestionable 
^tith, that by ^etr baptbia, the right of tiie chil- 
^Areo ef each as are already members ii^ the churdi, 
to a membership la the sasM, is recognized and 
•ealed. In this way, soeh persons avouch their 
elalm to diat privilege, avow their belief in those 
pHneipies which are necessary to its enjoyment 
and thns enter upoa that iaheritance to whieh they 
were aforetime heirs, bat for whkh they were as 
yet nnqnalified. 

That this exhibition of the scriptarality and pro^ 
priety of such a form of polillc admission to the 
church, may serve to remove prejudice against i% 
and to open the way for its universal introdci&> 
tion into every church, is the desire and the prayer 
of the author. 



In the number of the Biblical Repertory, for 
January, 1840^ pp. 26-30^ (his pfaelioa is- formal 



Digitized*)y Google 



185 

}y objNfted to, bot, bm it appeal to the tml^QT^ on 
insufficient grounds. 

The principal objection made againat it seema to 
be, that it is a Ccmgregational) and not a Presby* 
terian custom, and in accordance wiUi Congrega^ 
Itonal rather than Presbyterian principles.' 

^ It is deelared by this rtviomtr, that this wbdle pnc* 
tiee is novel to Presbyterians, and opposed ts the sfsniw ftf 
Prasbyteiianism. If this be the &ct, it is not a Ktde sb»- 
prising, that one of the publications- of the *' PresbjrttnsQ ' 
Board of PubKeation/' should contain the following state- 
ments, (see ** A Guide to Gommttniesnts/' etc., pp. 81, 
32, 33.) 

• ** In addition to wbat has now been stated, there is a 
particular view of the ordinance of the supper, which d^ 
mands our roost serious and deliberate consideration. It 
oioght to be viewed by us as a most solemn form of self-d^ 
dication to God, and as a renewal of our baptismal engage^ 
ment. In the ordinance of baptism, believing parents ded* 
icate themselves and their infant of&pring to God the Fm* 
ther. Son, and Holy Ghost — they make a public prefessioii 
of their faith in the great doctrines of the gospel ; and they 
engage to train up their children in the nurture and adroo* 
nition of the Lord. When children, thus devoted to God, 
arrive at the years of discretion, and are capable of acting 
in their own name, they are required voluntarily to taks 
on themselves the baptismal engag«%ment — to make a pnb* 
lie profesaioa of their Ikitk, in their own persons — and tm 
dedicate themselves entirely to the service and gk>ry of 
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N&tn^ff6M it te a Gbigraga^diifttitft ^^metioc^ 
if it has been fouod, as used by them, to do good, 
fttid to serve many valuable purposes— and if it is 
not cotttrary to our principles, but cather a depart- 
ure fhnii pure Ccmgregatkmaiist princi{^es, ia fa- 
vor of our own--'«iid if those evils to which, in the 

CM. This is vAiU has heat termed by our older divittes, 
pMBOMl ODVenntnig with God. Whaterer ofa^ectMos boom 
oMjr h»re to the mode of e^qprewion, the thiner its^ mosl 
^ be ftoknowledged by all trae Christians, to be ffeasonabis 
and aciq»taTal. It Is iwilher more nor leM than an act of 
{sMe eonsecratioa to God ; and it hnplies a aolaiin pro- 
mise and engagement that we will ' walk worthy of oar 
high caUing/ and that m the strength of iiis grace, we will 
stadf ' to adorn the doctrme of God oar Savioar in all 
things, bya eonreraation becoming the gospeL' On ocoa- 
■one of ^is kind a few simple qaestions, soeh as the fcA* 
leiring, may be addressed by ministers to those of their 
ebngregations who have beeosM candidates for commoa- 
iso, and with regard to whose attainments and character 
they ha^ pr^ously satisfied themsehres." 

Thsa follows a complete form for sach a public intro- 
daetion to the church, (see pp. 33-36), similar to one 
adopted by the Tenth Presbyterian Chnrch, in Philadel- 
phia. The aathor also possesses copies of several sodi 
fonns, and among others, that prepared by the Rer. Dr. 
Phimer, for the Presbyterian ehnssk of Petersburgh, Va.^ 
aad by the Rev* John McDoweflv 9. !>.» for the ose of ths 
tCsQlcal Presbytarisn Chorch, Riiladalgh^. 
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«niprattoet«d ey^em of Congregationallitafi it might 
l«ad, may be efiectoally guarded against by Hie 
discipline of Preabyterianism — then surety k oagllft 
to be joyfully admitted. 

The following testimony to the working ef this 
plan among the Independents in England, is strong* 
ly in favor of this reasoning .-^ 

"Among the Independent denomination of the 
United Kingdom of Britain, who require every one 
desiring admission into their connexion to ^wt a 
eenfessiott of his faith in his own language, I 
must say,'' testifies the Rev. James Carlile, of the 
Scots' Presbyterian Church, in Dublin, "I never 
met with one by whom the great fundamental dooi- 
trines, as laid down in the Westminster Confession 
of Faith itself^ were not preached in purity."* 

It is said by the Reviewer, (see p. 28,) " We art 
Presbyterians; we hold* it to be expedient and 
agreeable to Scripture and the practice of the prlflh- 
hive Christians, that the government of each church 
diould be conducted by a bench of elders," dbc. 

Now, on the same principles precisely, do we 
claim for this practice, the character of genuine 
Presbyterian ism, because "it is expedient and 
agreeable to Scripture and the practice of the prim* 
itive Christians." 

^ See on the Use and Abase of Creeds and Confeanons, 
p. 48. 



• Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1^ 4FPBll0iat. 

It m «kt argued^ thut eor Diieetory requmt 
«iichE puUic professioa oaly from adult unbaptized 
peraoJM, and not from aoy others, and therefore, it 
i» concluded, such was never designed. 

Bat a contrary eonclusion forces itself upon our 
mind, irom the perusal of this chapter, (see chap. ix. 
Confession of Faith,, p. 436.) In this chapter there 
i» no direction whatever as to the precise mode in 
which persons shall be introduced into the church, 
except what relates to ^^ the public profession in the 
fyu§e of the c<Higregatton, to be given by unbaptized 
persons." This, therefore, is the exemplar afler 
jwbich, in the admission of other persons, each 
chorch is left to frame her particular order. 

Why, I ask, should unbaptized, and not other 
adults tilso, be required to make such a pub- 
lie profession? To approve their piety? Not at 
all; for it is only "after giving satisf^tion with re- 
spect to their piety," (sec sec. iv.) they are to be 
&U8 received. To ascertain their orthodoxy? Not 
at all ; for they must also give previous satisfaction 
of their " knowledge." What reason then can pos- 
sibly be given, why unbaptized adults should pulh 
licly make profession of their faith, afler having 
given satisfaction to the Session, and publicly ratify 
their covenant with God, which will not also show 
the propriety of requiring such a public profession 
f^om those who, for the first time, by their own vol- 
untary act take upon themselves, and ratify that 
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9Bm& eovtfnant, wfaleh on tbienr b«ha1f llad beok 
made ybr them, but not by them, in mfancy? 

This math at least is unqoestion&ble, ^at isuch a 
pQbltc pro(eBsioa of (kith hi tiie (ace of tiie congre- 
Ifation, eyea e^r individoats have been approired 
¥y the Session, is not contrary to, bcrt aecotiiiaiit 
vffilh, the genius and polity of Presb3rlertani8m. 

There is not a single sentence in the whole Con- 
fessann of Faith, as far as we hare yet seen^ that re- 
strains any ooagregation from adopting socfh a 
^rm-'that expresses any disapproval o€ it^Hbat 
otherwise orders the arrangements for thsspartiea- 
lar occasion. It is led to each church to take such 
•rder in the premises, consistent with Scripture, ids 
shall seem to it wise and necessary. And it is ex* 
pvessiy requirtdy that such a form shall be used in 
the case of unbaptised persons, (which, in a new 
»ad heathen country, wouid of itself be a universal 
nequtsition of every single person uaiting wkh the 
churcti,) leaving each chur^ to oonelude, that if 
deemed advisable it may also be employed in 
every case. 

Consistency demands this course, for otherwist 
Presbyterianism requires this pubHo profession in 
all heathen countries, of every member, and in 
Christian countries, of some individuals — and in 
fHony cfaoffdies, even at home, of alL As, there- 
forcy it must be adopted in some cases^ and may be 
made higfaljr edifying and useful i» all cases, it 
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^oold m all cases (under ^p«r directbn) be in- 
troduced. 

But thatvre may thoroughly settle the matter^ let 
us look further into this subject. The Church Ses- 
sioii, k is said) has, by our Form of Gorernment, 
the const itutiooal right and pawer to receive mem- 
bera into the church.^ This is fully granted. The 
question however is^ when is a member received 
fully into the church? Of course, not until he is 
bai^ixed. The Session, therefore, if they are 
bound, at a Seeaim^ to consummate the act of re- 
ceiving an appUoantinto the church, should bap- 
^tize him at the very time in which he makes before 
them a credible profession of his faith. Where, in 
all the Scriptures, is the administration of this ordi* 
sauce separated for days or for weeks, from that 
profession of faith on which its propriety is baosedl 
When not baptised, the individual is not admitted 
to the churck He must be baptized before this 
birthright beoomes his, and if he can only be re- 
ceived as a men^r, by the body of tlie Session, 
that baptism should be performed by it in conuexicMi 
with the profession of his faith made before them ; 
for this profesdon, it is allowed, ^^ should immedi- 
ately precede^^ baptism.' 

Bui what are the ihcts in the case 7 The c^pli* 
cant is not baptized by the Session, in their present 

' Sec chap. i. sects. 1, 6. 

* mbWttl Repertorjr,484a, p. ». 
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and in immediate connexion with his profession of 
Ms faithj but by the minister, on some subsequent 
oecasion, in the presence of the congregation. 
And since baptism alone, as a prerequisite ordin- 
ance, can entitle him to a membership in the visible 
diurch df the Redeemer, it is consequently plain 
that he is not fully received by the Session, but by 
the officiating minister. If, then, the Session can 
tiinfi mamfestly delegate their power to the minister, 
ft i« accordant to Presbyterian principles that the 
minister alone, in the presence of the congregation, 
•hould consummate, in whatever form is chosen, the 
act of receiving members into the church of Christ 

But flnriher. In the case before us, the unbaptiz- 
ed person is declared to have given " satislkction 
with respect to his knowledge and piety," to the 
Session, or in other words, he has made a credible 
profession of his faith in Christ What then re- 
mains ix> entitle him to membership in the church ? 
Nothing more than baptism. Having declared his 
belief in the Saviour, it only remains that he should 
be baptized into His name. 

Why then is he required to do more 1 Why is 
be required to make another profession of his faith 1 
Why is he required to make another "public pro- 
fteion"? Why is he required to make this profes- 
sk>D, not only publifcly before the Session, as the 
pubiic representative court of the diurch, but once 
'^ia tbeprMMeeof the coagr^gmticm?'? A 
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Ifofeisiaii of fiutb k necesBiuy, in order to W^t^^Rm* 
Bai this be has already given. This professi«i 
most be given in a ibm satisfeictory to tha^ &et^ 
fionf but this has been rendered. Nottog v«^ 
^oaios, therefore, but baptism, to compIelB th^unioft, 
of the individual with the church : and yet nMMra 
is required, even "a public prof€9Bi€n qf hif 
fmthj in the presence of the cmgrsgaUmL^^ Mo*l 
nwiiifestly is it thus made «q[qparent, that audi a 
turn of public profession before the congregatioa, ia 
not inconsistent with the fact, thai the Session of 
ihe church alone has the power to reeelva mem-* 
bers into the church, and thereA>re thai such Ooft* 
gregation€d professions of faith are not necessaiily 
contrary to, but consonant with, the principles of 
Fiesbyterianism, 
^ ODce more we resiark: It is unquestionabiy 
true that the Session cdone has the power '' to re- 
ceive members into the chnrch." But has not the 
SOBsion also power to receive members into the 
el^urch, in that form and order which they shall 
deem to be most proper and advisable 1 Where, in 
all our Book of l>iscipliQe> is the Session prohibited 
from reeeiinng members into^ the church 1^ %p«i(>litf 
profession of their faith, in the face of the eongr^^- 
gatioD, and this af^er they haye gkren preTionsaAl' 
is&ction tn that bady 1^ a credible profession if 
6iiih? Attd wily may not the S o s a ia ^i , after bc^ 
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^reodve tliii professioii isthe presence of the peo* 
^e, ftr tlie mutual benefit of ^miind ^ the indi- 
vidaal thas received? And why is this kti Frm' 
hfl/brtm, (3(t mine incdiMfstenft with the fowet of 
fh6' Seesion, thftA the autboritf griven totheMiair 
ter to require i^eh a profesnon, fifler H hes htm. 
pf evJouAly made, and by hknsey^ Mvd in the pres- 
ence of the people, ifeeeire the onba^hsed adirft 
thrto the chur^ of ChHst ? 

And farther citill. Baptism implied ftnd requiMs 
tifi a prereqaisite, a public profession of faith M 
Christ This is made in infency, for add in behitf 
•of die child who is baptized, and it is positively re- 
quired that baptism shall be ^ usually administered 
in the church, in the presence of the congregation.*' 

Now, When An individual, thus baptized in ift- 
iancy, unites himself with any particular chtttch, he 
ejssumes all his baptismal vows and obiigayoos ; he 
ratifies, in his own panaon, what was then doiie ibr 
him in the person of another; and he dedare»^at ' 
profession <^fhith to be his, which was then ma^ 
on his behalf; and on thus making his own pensod- 
al confession of /hitb in the Redeemer, he i»a<lm^ 
ted to that jBpiri^ial hiheritance to which he had 
previously a Christian birthright Why then, I 
bsk, should this profession and these solemn obli- 
gations be made and acknowledged, in the one ease 
publicly, and in the presence of the congregation, 
and not merely before tiie Session, and in the other, 
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kB made aod- admowledged ia private b^nfe the 
SesBioxi, and aoi publicly in the presence of the 
^fliBgregationl 

These are not two eoy^aQ^ as tuMSkbeen iiHimaf- 
«4, but one coveoaat ; but ip the one case, tiiis oov- 
eaant is nmde ior and in bebaifof the individual, 
lie beu^ a child ; ia the oUier» it is made with and 
kf the individual, he being a man. In the one 
case, a title is presented and secured: in the others 
tjbat ii^ is claimed, and the inheritance fuUy^entered 
i^on. There is therefore e%ual— nay, there is evi- 
dently much more reason for the public profession 
43|f faith in this latter case, even that of adults, than 
in the case of infants. There is such a. {NroprieQr 
'every way, and in every view of the transaction, botb 
as it regards the individual, the church, and the 
impenitent around. Besides, in most cases the indi- 
^^idual does not join ihe same particular church in 
which be was baptized, and therefore it is istill 
more proper that he should make a public profession 
of that faith, in the open denial of which he has hith- 
erto lived, in the presence of that particular church 
into which he is now to be received. 

Our Book of Discipline, therefore, beyond contra- 
diction, is not hostile to, bnt in favor of a public pro- 
fession of faith, by ^ adults when received into the 
visible church. 
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The foliowinfT ^ ^^ Form adopted, and in use in 
the Second Presbyterian Church, jQharleston, and 
printed in the " Manual for the use of the Members 
of the Church." 

>DDRESS TO TBB CANDIDATES. 

You have thus presented yourselves* before AU 
mighty Gtod, with a view to dedicate yourselves* to 
hia service, and to be recognised as members of hi» 
^ible church. By a public contract, you are about 
to surrender yourselves to your Creator: to avouch 
the Lord to be your Qod ; Jesus Christ your Re- 
deemer; and yourselveirhifi servants for ever. You 
are surrounded by witnesses who attest the compaot 
into which you enter. The oIlHseeing eye of Jeho* 
yah is upon you ; and his holy ang^ are spectators 
of this scene. Brethren, we trust you have not 
rashly come up hither. And in this confldenee wo 
invite you to appr^^ach, wf& a bpoly boidness, unto 
the great Head of the Church ; easting all your anx- 
ieties and cares upon Him, and relying upon Him 
alone for grace and strength to fulfil your solemn 
engagements. 

* The singular or plural may be used, as required. 
) * Or to renew your dedication. This may be U8e4 
when any on^oina on certificate. . 
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You believe fiiat there is one true €rod, constitut' 
ing in his incomprehensible essence, Father, Son, 
and H0I7 Ghost, three persons in one Godhead. 
You believe in the divine inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures of th« Old and New Testament ; and that 
they contain the only rule of faith and practice. 
You believe in the lall of maji) in his entire deprav* 
ity by ^ature^ and in the necessity of repentance to- 
wards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus GhriAt. You 
believe that, by his humiliation^ obedience, and 
death, Christ made such a satisfaction to divine jus* 
^ce as i# sufficient to opiate ajl sin, and to remove 
apd wash away all th^ guilt incurred by both orw 
final and aetoal sin, firom all who re«t upon him in 
tra&and sinoeiity^ You beiieva io the doctrioea 
•f a gtMral resurrection, and a future judgment ; 
in the everlasting blessedness of the righteous, and 
m the em^bdm puBijKhment of the finally in^^Lt^nt- 

OOV^NAHT. 

And now, in the presence of these witnesses, you 
do solemnly surrender yourselves to the Lord Jeho* 
vah, receiving him as your portion, and acknow- 
ledging him to be the supreme object of your love. 
Depending upon divine grace for assistance, ypu 
hereby sacredly bind yourselves to glorify God by ^ 
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obedience lo his faws, and by a diligent observance 
of his ordinances. You promise to separate your- 
selves from the world, so for as its engagements 
would cool your attachment to piety, or bring si 
iptfgma upon your holy profession. You are now 
wilfing to consecrate a reasonable portion of your 
time, influence, and property to the cause of Ohrist; 
to co-operate in every good work ; to live not unto 
yourselves, but unto him who died for youj and in 
your closets, in yom families, and in the world, to 
act asbetometh the gospel of Christ, and as you are 
required in the word of God. You pledge yourselves 
to obey the laws and regulations of this particular 
church, and to submit to its discipline, while you 
continue members of the same, throwing yourselves 
upon its care, and affectionately regarding its inter- 
ests. 

CONCLUDING ADDRESS* 

• Beloved in the Lord, your engagement is now 
sealed. The contract you have formed, no power 
on earth can dissolve. These engagements will fol- 
low you through time, and accompany you to the 
judgment seat We, who are members of thit 
church, affectionately welcome you to a fellowship 
with us. We hail you as participants in the same 
glorious hope and blessing of the gospel. 

And now, when you depart from this place, carry 

with you the salutary recollection, that the eyes of 

17* 
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Ihe world are upon you, and that asycmheoeefbrth 
conduct yourselves, religioii will be disgraced or 
bonored* Remember Ibat your engagement is not 
^thman^but with God. The negligence, therefore, 
or the Mly, or the coldness of others aroqnd yon, can 
never fi]ra»h an excuse lor your own dereliction* 
Tou stBad or fall each one of yon by yoursebreo. 
Abide, then, near a throne of graee; be diligent io 
dnty ; watchfiil in life and conversation ; and ycm 
shak be assured of the fyfiknent of that promise^ 
«< that be who baa begun a good work in you, will 
perfom^t until the day of lesutf Christ." 
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NOTES. 



Noiv A.^^Page 25. 

Tbe fi>U0wiiig utich spfMtare4 in the Pfoabyteriaii. 
PIOUS FRAUDS. 
The JUv, Mr. CrusVn Tranflqtion of Euaehius — and its 
mi8iran»lation9 in favor of Prelacy. 

M^. EwTOR— ArchbiAop Whatciy has a chapter in hi* 
worjt on the Origin of Romish Errors* on Pious Frauds, 
•pd the tendency of all parties to adopt them, in support 
of wh4t they belieye to be the truth. The Archbishop 
If as evidently familiar with the fact that it was very com- 
mon with writers of his qwr denomiuatiou to give partial 
said unfair translations in order to make certain writers 
apeak in favor of their system. Of this policy — of whidi I 
have noticed several instances already, and will have oc- 
casion before long to notice others — ^I send you a glaring 
example in the case of the Rev. Mr. Crus^, who was or m 
Professor in tbe University of Pennsylvania. It is from 
^ Rev. Dr. Killen of Belfast, Professor of Ecclesiastical, 
History in the General Assembly's incipient College, and 
the able opponent of the Rev. Mr. Boyd on the subject of 
Epi8oop«ey- Hi9 eMnc suggefftiQn wiU^ I hoft, he re- 
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sponded to by flome suitable individual. Ought not a so- 
eiety to be fonned in order to warrant an aaaociation at 
Princeton, to produce and publidi such a series of Patristi- 
cal authorities] 

Yours, very sincerely, 

THOMAS SMYTH. 

Beltast, December 30, 1844. 

Mt Dear Sm— When I had the pleamre of seeing you 
on this mde the Atlantic, a few months ago, we had some 
conversation respecting the extreme iBcorrectness with 
which certain of the Fathers have been translated by .some 
^nscopalian interpreters. At the time I happened to 
mention the version of the Ecclesiastical History of Euse- 
bius, by the Rev. C. F. Cruafe, M. A., of the University of 
Pennsylvania, as a case in point, and as it is right that the 
gross errors of that work should be exposed, I propose in 
the following communication to notice several instances in 
which the translator has done great injustice to the testi- 
mony of the bishop of Csesarea. The entire publication is 
a libel upon the character of your American literature, 
but it is rather singular that some of its most palpable 
blunders are calculated to damage the argument in favor 
of Presbyterianism. To a few of these I shall now direct 
your attention. I quote from ihe edition of Crush's trans- 
lation, published by Bagster, London, 1838. 

You are aware that Maurice, and some other advocates 
oT diocesan episcopacy, have labored hard to show that tn7- 
lage bishops were created by the party spirit which agi- 
tated the church during the age of Constantine and his 
sons. We eaa prove, however, from Eosebius, that these 
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and yet Mr. Crua^, in lu0 veraion, haa contnTed to stran^ 
1^ the evidence on the gubject. Thus in Book v. ch. 16, 
ve read of'' hiAofB," {inwKSwovt'), one of whom is " Zoti- 
cna «f Gomana, a village^" (^nicdu in^ Eo/uiyj?; «<^/iik)« . 
Mr. Crofld entirely omits the word " viMag^* and renders 
the cause, simply, " Zoticus of Comana." (See his trans- 
lation, p. 179.) Every one must see that the tranelatoi- 
has suppressed a portion of the original, and that the omia^ ■ 
sioQ is caleulated to in^Kise upon an Episcopalian reader. 
It coBeeals from him the &ct that the early t>ishops were 
net eonfined to great towns — that they were scattered all 
over the country^-and that, to use the language of Gibbon^ 
a Christian dioeese raijj^t be ^' reduced to a village." 

I need not tell you that the early rural bishops, -fiho, 
about the beginniBg <^ the^ fourth^ocoUury began to be con- 
tlHii|»tiijM»]y dssignated eilerspifM!^, have proved nearly 
as troublesome to modem highrchurL4imen as Uiey wef^ 
to Umbs by whom prelaey was originally iattoduoed. It is 
1M7 plain fron the epistle of Clemens Remanus to the Co- 
fhiAiaait (section 43), that they were instituted in the daya^ 
of die apostles, and that they were at first of the same rank 
is the aity buriiops. We learn from Buaebius that, in the 
ihiiid oentury they were distinguished by the same name,. 
and that they were thiokly planted in some districts of the 
Bast. Thns, in a letter ceooeming Paul of Samosata, pre<* 
*asrved in Book vii* oh* 30, mention ^ made of " biahup^ 
hoik of the neighboring rv/rul 4i9iri$U and eitis*, an4 
p«a8byten^"-*-(^n<«9V| rohf b^i^ta^ 4>f<ay n 4ra2 irAcwy uttX 
^to^wiif^n^ Hers it is clear ^t rural and city bishops 
ai»iepraaiff»daagwieToqa, i^4 that they ara mamioned 
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wtthcmt diMtiminstSoit ; but Mr. Oua^ compfatd f gittkrf 
Ae evidence thus presented, for he tenders the ^orda— 
<* hhhopa and pre$byters of the neighboring districts and 
cities." (See his translation, p. 281.) Every one ac- 
quainted With the elements of Greek Uteratore, must me 
the nn&irdeSB of this translation. 

The advocates of diocesan episcopacy are not very for* 
ward to admit Hiat the people have a Hgki to elect their 
Banisters, and they have often evinced a disposition to ex- 
pkin away those plain proofs from antiquity, which may 
be deduced to demonstrate the practice of the early cfaorch. 
One of these is found in Ensebius, Bock vi. ch.29, when 
wc are told that " the whoh people** — (riv it&vra. Aa^y) cmi- 
eurred in the nomination of Fabianus to the bishopric of 
Rome. Mr. Crus^ renders tlie Gree^L words— ^' the whole 
foffy," (see his translation, p. 237), and as it is difflcutt to- 
ascertain from the context ^vlietiier the meeting ooosisted' 
«f clergy or laity, he has tkos contrived to oonceal a testi- 
mony which speaks stitmgly in &vv)r of popular privileges. 

fo another ^aee. Book v. ch« 16, Mr. Cros^ repissent* 
the oarly Christians as hol<MBg **frtquemi vonverMOmm,'* 
m many places throughout Asia, respecting the heresy of 
Montanus. Was the translator afraid i^akily to tell his^ 
readers that Synad9-wttt so common at so early a period 1 , 
The word '* corteerMtiom*' is gratuitously introdtoed, and- 
though Synods are not expressly named in tiie or^^aS, it 
tt is clear from tiie context ihvt the stateineBt refiin to 
such ecclesiastical conventions. - 

I might easily point out many other errors and absuidi«. 
ties in this tranriation of the great work of the fiitiier of 
•cds^Mieal history, but I forbear. I faieve airstdy ps^ 



Digitized by Google 



daoed cvfBcieBt tfridonoe ta i«oyc tel tbe wNon is hdb* 
erably execoted^ 

Could you not in^su^ some of your American scholan ' 
of ^ true Presbyterian stamp, to furnish a translation of 
llie works of the early fathers 1 Some of them have given 
abundant evidence of their qualifications for the task, and 
he m^ would accomplish it» would render an important 
service to the ciiuse of our ecclesiastical literature. Faith- 
fid translations of the apostolic fathers, and (^ Justin Mar- 
tyr, Jrensus, Tertnllian, Clemens Alezaadrinus, Cyprian, 
and others, are very much wanted. Our Puseyites here 
•re up and doing, for they have already pubMied in what 
they caU '* A. Library of the Fathers," an English version 
ef large portions of our early church writers. 

I am> my dear sir, youn very sincerely, 

W. D. KILLEN. 

Est. Tbqmas SxTtH, D. D., Charluton. 



Note B.— Page 23. 

Many believe in prelatical Bishops on no better author- 
ity than the undoubted existence of the word Bishop in the 
New Testament, and the fitict that by a most daring fraud 
Ion Scripture and the rights of Presbyters, the '' rulert of 
Presbyters'* alone, i. e. prelates,- are called by that name 
in the Romish and prelatical churches. May I ask any 
who have not examined the subject and are not afraid to 
know the troth, and the whole truth, in the (Ase, to read the 
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author's work on " PiriBsbjrterjr and Prelacy/' book 1. c. It., 
from which I knake an extract : 

" There was a time When it was denounced m heitey to 
maintain this position. Two 6f the charges alleged by 
Epiphanius against Aerios were, that he tanght that the 
apostle, in the third Chapter bf his first epistle to Timothy, 
enumerates the qualifications, not c^pi'elateS,bnt of pre^iy* 
ters.and that in Titus 1. 5, 7, Riul conaddeted bishops and 
presbyters the same persons, calling them indif^frntly by 
either name.^ Even since that time the opinion now ftd- 
▼anced, has been controverted with all imaginat^e 2eal stid 
learning, as by bishop Pearson and Dr. Hammond** At 
length, however, the truth has preVidle'd agafnst afl oppo- 
sing error, and it is now admitted by the highest 'pr«tetic 
au^orities, that in scripture the terms t^shop and pr«^- 
tei* designate one and the same office. Of this important 
concession, we wilt adduce some prot/b. Bishop CMer- 
donk says,' * the name bishop, which now designates the 
highest grade of the ministry, is not appropriated to that 
ofiice in scripture. That name is there given to the middle 
order of presbyters ; and all that we read in the New Tes- 
tament, concerning bi^ops, (including, of course, the words 
' overseers' and ' oversight,') is to be regarded as pertaimng 
to that middle grade/ ' That presbyters were called bii^- 
ops,' says Dr. Bowden/ ' I readily giant ; and I also grant 

» See Dr. Wilson's Prim. Gov. of the Ch. pp. 146, 147. 
* See in Peirce's Vind. of Presb. Ord. part ii. p. 55. 
' Episcopacy tested by Scripture, iii Wks. on Episoopn* 
cy, vol. ii. p. ^20. 
^ Wks. on Episcopacy, vol. i. p. 161. 
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that thia proves that the officer yvho was then called a 
bishop ; and consequently the office was the same/ Dr. 
Chapman is still bolder, declaring that ' the Episcopalian 
cannot be found who denies the interchangeable employ- 
ment of the terms bishop and presbyter, in tlie New Tes- 
tament/* 

This term bishop, it would appear, was in use in Ais 
interchangeable application, even in Old Testament times. 
* Yea,' says archbishop Useher,* * in the zL of Nehemy, we 
'find two named bishops, the one of the priests, the other of 
the Levltes, that dwelt in Jerusalem. The former, so ex- 
pressly termed by the Greek in the 14th, the latter^ both 
by the Greek and Latin interpreter in the 22d verse, and 
not without approbation of the scripture itself, which ren- 
dereth the Hebrew word of the same original in the Old 
and by the Greek episcopos in the New Testament.' That 
the terms bishop and presbyter continued to represent the 
same office and persons, even to the close of the apostolic 
government and of the inspired records, is admitted by 
Hooker, who would have us believe, that for this reason 
the term angel is employed in the Book of Revelation.' 
Such, also, is the judgment of Hadrian Saravia.^ To this 
may be added the opinion of archbishop Whitgift. 'I 
know,' says he, * these names be confounded in the scrip- 



» Dr. Chapman, Serm. to Presb., p. 238. 
"* The original of Bishops, in Scott's Coll. of Tracts, vol. 
zii. p. 268. 
« Eccl. Pol. b. vii. ch. v. § ii. p. 100, vol. ill. Keble's ed. 
^ On the Priesthood, pp. 60, 85, 118. 
18 
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tiues, bnt I ^>eak according to tlie maimer and custom of 
die churchf even since the apostles' time.'* Bat we may 
go still higber, and give the avowed opinion of eleven bifih- 
apB, two archbishops, and many other doctors and civilians, 
in the £unons ' Declaration made of the functions and di- 
vine institution of bishops and priests/ where it is said, 
' the truth is, that in the New Testament, there is no men- 
tion made of any degrees or distinctions in orders, but only 
of deacons, or ministers, and of priests or bidiops.' Bishop 
Burnet in his Vindication of the Church of Scotkmd/ 
says : * and I the more willingly incline to believe bishops 
and presbyters to be the several degrees of the sanie office, 
since the names of bishop and presbyter are used for the 
same thing in Scripture ; and are also used promiscuouBly 
by the vmters of the two first centuries.' It is an argument 
of some weight in favor of the position that in the apostles' 
times the office of bishop and presbyter was one and the 
Mme, that the Syriac version, which was probably made 
early in the second century, and whose authority is veiy 
great, always renders the term ' bishop ' by a word which 
correq>onds to ' elder' or presbyter^ as in Acts 20. 17, 28 ; 
1 Pet. 5. 1, 2 ; 1 Tim. 3. 1, &c. On this subject Mi- 
ohaelis remarks, ' we know that the distinction between 
bishops and elders was introduced into the Christian church 
in a very early age, yet this distinction was unknown to 
the Syriac translator." To this opinion bishop Marsh ap- 

* Defence of the Answer to Cartwright, Lood. Fol. 1574, 
F.383. 

* See Conf. 4, p. 165, ed. iL 

* Introd. to the N. T. voL iL part i.p.d2. 
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pcnds the following note : ' ibis proves only that the Syriac 
translator understood his original, and that he made a 
proper distinction between the language of the primitive, 
and that of the hierarchical church.'* That in scripture, 
the names of presbyter and bishop were interchangeably 
applied to the same office and order, is allowed, also, by 
many of the ancient fathers/** 

" What, then, was the reason, for thus tampering with 
the divinft authority ; for thus casting imputation upon the 
divine wisdom ; and altering a divine arrangement ? One 
of their own party has said, that ' a self-originated upstart 
may take a man's name, and claim his inheritance ; but 
when his title comes to be examined, the true right will 
appear, and justice will take place/* And so will it be in . 
the present case. For the change in these names mani- 
festly proves, that a change had taken place in the relations 
of the two offices or orders to which they had been applied.^ 
Otherwise, the change would have been unnecessary, and 
eonnd policy would have forbidden it, since ' a veil of my8« 
tery is hereby artificially thrown upon the subject, which 
would never have existed, if the original name of apostle 
had been su&red to remain unaltered/* Nor oan all te 
■kill of man wipe off from prelatista, the onetcapeable im* 

> Ibid, vol. ii. p. 553. 

* Bingham's Eccl. Ant. b. il. o, i. vol. i. p. 41, and c. xix. 
p. 189. 

' Jones's Wks. v<^. iv. p. 495. Essay on the Church. 

* See this argument employed by Burnet, on the xzziz. 
art. p. 436. 

* Dr. Chapman's Sermons to Pro*, of aH Becte, p. 2S9. 
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patation, that by this exdnsi've appropriation to the or4er 
of prelates, of the term bishop, which belongs exclusively 
to presb3rterB, they intended to palm the order of prelates 
npon the world, undef the cover of a divinely instituted 
title, and thus to procure for it that divine origin, authority, 
and preeminence, to which it has no scriptural claim. Nor 
have all the learned advocates of prelacy, with all their 
sophistry, been able to defend her, in this matter, from 
manifest sacrilege, and a violation of ' the sacredness of 
divine truth.'^ And if prelatists will resent this charge as 
calumnious, let them inibrm us when, where, by whom, 
and upon what authority, this change was made, and why 
that title, which was signed, sealed, and delivered over to 
presbyters, as their perpetual right, was employed by pre- 
lates, to cover the nakedness of their pretensions to a divine 
charter?" 



Note B.— Pa^e 92. 

** It may not be amiss to enter here, a Uttle minutely, 
into the oonsiderttion of this question ; as the Romanists 
have, since the times of Menezes, assumed that every 
Eastern church has, in common with itself, the Seven Sa- 
craments ; namely, Baptism, Confirmation, the Eucharist, 
Penitence* Extreme Unction, Holy Orders, and Matrimony'. 

'* It appears, however, from the Acts of the Council of 

> Ssp Bishop BulTs Yiod. p !^. 
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Diamper, held tmder Menezes in 1599, that &e Christians 
of St. Thomas held only three Sacraments : namely. Bap- 
tism, the Eucharist, and Holy Orders. This was remarked 
hy La Croze (p. 342) and opposed to the erroneous state- 
■leots of Renandotins, in which he had assomed, ^ above 
remarked, an nniveraal consent witib the Church of Rome 
in the use of the Sacraments. 

" La Cro«e moreover asserted (p. 305) that the Eastern 
cirarches had not recognized even the number of seven 
Sacraments prior to the times of the Crusades, when they 
had probably adopted it, (and metropolitans and other sim- 
ilar corruptions,) in imitation of the Latins. Asseman, 
however, (tom. iii. part ii. p. 391, &c.,) in his refutation of 
Jj&, Croze, objects that the Christians of St. Thomas had, in 
this particular, deflected fiora the faith of their fore&thers;' 
and Aen professes to show, from what he deems ancient 
uidiorB in the Sjrrian Church, that not only the number of 
ieven Sacraments was acknowledged, but that the very 
Sacraments of the Romish Church were originally held by 
* th0 Nestorian Church. 

'* The first author, however, that he prodtiees. Is Ebed 
Jesa> Metropolitan of Soba, who flourished in the beginning 
of thd fourteenth century. With respect to the other authors, 
whose names he mentions (p. 240), some of whoin lived at 
ettly as the seventh century, it Ss sufficient to remark, thct 
not one of them has acknowledged the exfeitence of seven- 
Si^ments, nraeb less identified them with those of Rome, 
La Cioze has moreover slKwn (p> S€2), that, prior to the 
twelfth century, bo mention is made of the sevan Sacra** 
meots, even amoiig tihe wrife» of the Latin ohnrch ; and 
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ftat AUatkis could not» m l&e maDoer» prodiee one testi- 
mony to the same effect from the ancient Greek Fathers. 

" Ebed Jesu, (Bib. Orient, torn. iii. pt. ii. p. 240,) does 
indeed acknowledge seven Sacraments, yet these do not 
coincide with those of Rome : ' There are/ says he, < seven 
Sacraments, which are, according to the intention of the 
Divine Books, 1. Orders, which is the completion of all the 
Sacraments ; 2. H<^y Baptism ; 3. The Oil of Unction ; 
4. The Ofiering of the Body and Blood of Christ; 5. Ths 
Remission of Sins ; 6. The Holy Leaven ; 7, The Signing 
of tbe Life-giving Cross :' where no mention is made of 
the Sacraments of Confirmatiaa or Matrimony. 

'' With regard to Confirmation, Menezes was weU awave. 
that it was wholly unknown in IbnUa ; for in the Act9 of 
the Synod of Diaraper (Geddes, p. 213), he says; < Foras- 
much as hitherto there has been bo use, nodr Bt> much as 
knowledge, of the Holy Sacrament of Confinm^tion %mfmg 
the Christians of this Biiliopriok/ ^. Fathtr Simon, Re- 
naudotius, and Asseman, have, however, evaded this, t^ 
the sweeping observation that Menezes knew nothing at aU 
ai>out the matter ; and adding, that the Saerament of Con- 
firmation in the East is incknled in that of Baptism. It is 
i«maritable (Ge^d^ P- 210), that the Jesuits in En^sna bad 
^Mmerly recopne to the same ei^itieat ; and aaserte^f 
i|pMieover» that Cenfioi^tion was not very necessary, mqA. 
might be dispensed with. It shonld £c»lk>w, if this mode id 
vguing he grtnted, that ' the Syrians acknowledged «ghi 
Sacraments, which efiactuaUy destroyv the iaided agne^- 
msiMria number. 
, ''But it does not appear fiiem 4he Syrian wrilemthmn* 
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selves, thst any mch oonstrnetion ought to be put upon the 
use of the Holy OUs in Bapti<3m. ' The oil/ (Bib. Orient, 
torn. Hi. pt. ii. p. 347,) says Ellas, Bishop of Anbara, who 
flourished eariy in the tenth century, 'with which the 
priest anoints the heads of baptized persons, is a mystical 
tign of the confidence which the saints do hence receive." 
And Timothy H, Metropolitan of Mosol and Aibela, 
A. D., 1318, says (Bib. Orient, torn. iii. pt. il p. 261), ' So 
water, oil, the Priest, and the prayers of the Priest, are the 
sahstantial parts of Holy Baptism, if one of which be want* 
ing. Baptism is by no means complete.' Words to the 
same eflfeet, arc used by George, Metropolitan of Aibela, 
who flourished about the middle of the tenth century. 
What is cited by Asseman from Joseph H., in which he 
reproaches the Nestorians for not acknowled^g the Sa- 
erament of Coi^xiation, vanishes, when we know that this 
Joseph is one of the sham Patriarchs that was set up by 
Pope Innocent XII., A. D. 1696, and whose authority waf 
never acknowledged at Mosul. It appears therefore that 
the Christians of St. Thomas had not deflected from the 
usage of their forefathers in not acknowledging the Sacra* 
raent of Ccmfirmation; and that the citations made by 
Asseman himself tend to prove the statements of La Crozci 
which they had been intended to refute. 

" Asseman and Renandotius, however, go still further, 
and would prove, from the use of this holy oil, the Sacra- 
ment of Extreme Unction as acknowledged in the Eastern 
Churches: but not to mention that this would swell the 
number of Sacraments to nine^ and that Ebed Jesu does 
net admit it in his enumeration of the SacEpunents, and 
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tliat (B!b. Orient, torn. iii. pt. 5. p. 276) George of Aibela 
only mentions the laying on of hands upon the sick as one 
of the duties of the Priest, it cannot follow by any just 
mode of arguing, that fktreme Unction waiS ever yet con- 
considered as a Sacrament in the East. 

"It would hardly have Been expected that Asseman 
would have attempted to show that Matrimony was consi- 
dered as a Sacrament by the Sjrrians, when Ebed Jesu hadt 
excluded it from his enumeration of them ; yet that nothing 
may Be left untried to support the fisuth of fbe Church, he 
has attempted this ald»»^ < Siinon Sulaka/ says he, ' when 
a monk at Rome in 1553, expresdy enumerated Matrunony 
in tiie number of the Sacraments/ The accoant given by 
Geddes (Hist. Church Mai. p. 13), of this Simon Sulaka, 
is, 1 think, a saffioient refutation of his statements. * 1^ the 
year 1552, one Tum ^nd,or Simon Sulacan, a monk of 
the order of St. Pachomins, who pretended to have been 
chosen Patriarch of Mosul, or Selucia Purthonmi, or Baby^ 
Ion, for ^y are all the same, by the whole clergy of Pento 
and Aflsjrria, came to Rome and submitted himBetf to ibe 

Pope He presented letters and a Confession of 

Faith to the Pope, which he pretended were sent by all 
the fiastom Bish(^s. In these letters the Pope's siq)remacy 
was exalted as high as if tiiey had been written by a para- 
■He Canonist, &e Tum Sind, after he was dis- 
missed at Rome, Instead of returning to Babylon, went 
and lived in an obscure place, called Charamet, or Amed/ 
&c. 

" As to the citation fhwn Ebed Jesu (Kb. Orient torn, 
if!, pt. ii. p. 318), in which St. iPfeinl's words are translated. 
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' This is a great Sacrament, but I ^peak of Ctmst and Aa 
Church/ it is unneceasary to dwell upon the refatation of 
Buch sophistry. 

" It may, perhaps, not be amiss here to remark, that the 
matter of the Holy Leaven, as also that of the Oil, is con- 
sidered among the Christians in the East as a Sacrament^ 
supposing they have preserved them from the apostolic 
times. This is a great proof of their superstition and ig- 
norance, which we may reasonably hope that a revival of 
true religion among them may induce them to disregard. 

** The attempt of Asseman to show that Auricular Con- 
fession was in use among the Syrians, is no lew ridioulouB 
than that of endeavoring to establish the Sacrament of 
Matrimony: for it is well known that Joseph II., whoee 
words he cites to this effect, was, like Simon Sulaka, a sham 
Patriarch of Amed, set up also Hy the Pope : he died A. D. 
1714. 

'' It would be superfluous to enter into the question of 
Transubstantiation, as it is evident, from Asseman's own 
citations (Bib. Orient, tom. iii. pt. ii. pp. 994, 295), that 
some of the best and most ancient writers, of both the 
Nestorian tod Jacobite commanity, did not hold it: and 
consequently that the Christiatis of St. Thomas could not 
with propriety be accoaed of innovation in this particular." 
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